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| have ſpoken thoſe words of death againſt. us, which of old 


— 
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ys GE: To the . 
Hp Chriſtian RE A DER. 


J: theſe evil and perillous times, God bath not left w _ 


without ſome choice mercies, Our fins abound, and 


, by mercies ſuperabound. The Lord might juſtly 


| he. did” againſt the Jews, I have taken away my peace 
: from this people; loving-kindneſs and mercies: which 
* bad be pulled from ws, we had cauſe enough to mourn with 
c Rachel, and to refuſe comfort, for all OHY happineſs lies 
). wrapt. up in peace, loving-kindnelſs and mercy. But 
{God is yet good wnto Iſrael, (Pſal. 73. I.) be commands + 
* deliverances for Jacob, ( Pſal. 44. 4.) he over-rules all the 
powers of darkneſs, (Pſal. 76. to.) and tells the ſons of 
| Belial, (men of corrupt minds, and curſed prafiice.,) that 
they ſhall proceed no farther, but that their folly ſhall 
be manifeſt 'unto all, ' (2 Tim. 3. $, 9.) He makes all 
enemies flall Devils, all creatures, to further his own glory, 
| and the good of his peculiar people, When times are naught 
'| end dangerow, be ſaith, Come, my people, enter into 
| thy chambers and ſhut thy doors about thee, hide thy 
4 {elf as it were for a little moment, till the indignation 
{ be overpaſt (1/a.26. Io.) If troubles threates life, he 
"4 ſaith, When thou paſſeſt through the waters I will 
be with thee, and through the Rivers, they ſhall not 

4 over-flow thee; when thou walkeft through the fre; 
j thou fhalt not be burat, neither ſhall-che flames kindle 
upon thee: ' for I am the Lord thy God, ec. Iſa. 43. 
3. When enemies are incenſed, fears and ſorrows mul- 
tiplicd, be ſaith, Fear thou not, Work am with thee 3 be 
| 2 not 


- 
— —w—_—_ 


} 
1 
_—— — IS —_—_————— 


lt 


To the Readies 7 
not diſmaied, for I am thy God : I will ſtrengthen thee, } _ 
will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my.righteouſneſs. Behold, all they that were incenſed - 
againſt thee ſhall be aſhamed and confounded, they ſhall 
be as nothing 3 and they that ſtrive with thee ſhall pe- 
riſh, Tſai. 41, Io, 11. Such words of comfort and life doth 


| God ſpeak rento by. And among other mercies, be ſtirs up 


the fpirits of bis ſervants to write many precious truths 
and trafis to further the everlaſting good of his beloved 
ones. If the bottomleſs pit be opgn,and ſmoak riſe thence, 
to darken the aire, and obſcure the way of the Saints, Rev. 
5. 2. Heaven alſo is opened, Rev. 11. 19. and there are 
lightnings and voices, to enlighten their ſpirits, and di- 
req their paths. Had ever any Age ſuch lightnings as we 


. bave? Did ever any ſpeak,, ſince Chriſt and bis Apgſtles, 


as men now fpeak ? We may truly and ſafely ſay of our a 


:*  Divines and Writers, The voice of God and not of man; 
Such abundance of the Spirit hath God poured into ſome © 


men, that it is not they, but the ſpirit of the Father that | : 


. ſpeaks inthem. 


IW bat infinite cauſe hath this Age to acknowledge the un- 


Speakeable mercy of God in affording us ſuch plenty of ſpiri- | F 


tual Traates, full of Divine, neceſſary, and conſcience- i 
ſearching truths, yea precious, ſoul-comforting, and ſaul-im- | 
proving truths ? ſuch whereby Head, Heart,and Soul-chea= | 
ting errours,are diſcovered,and prevented; ſuch as ſoundly 
difference true grace from all ſeemings and paintings. No 
time, no Nation exceeds ws herein: and ſhall we that a- 
bound ir truths be penuriows in praiſes ? Conſider, Reader, 
whether ſpiritual truths be not worthy of thy choiceſt praiſes. 
Every divine truth is one of Gods eternal thoughts it's hea- 
ven-born, and bears the Image of God, Truth is the glory 
of the facred Trinity, Hence the Spirit is called Truth, 
Fer. 5.6, Chriſt is called Truth, Joby 14. 6, and mw” 
a e 


! 


———— 


To tiff Reader. 


Þ ſelf ir ſaid to be the God of Truth,Deat.32.4.It is ſo de- 


lightful to him, that his eyes are always upon the Truth, 
Fer.5. 1.and when the onely wiſe God would have men make 
a purchaſe, be counſels them to buy the Truth, And is it 
ot good counſel? Is it not a good purchaſe ? Can you be- 
ftow fon; pains, or lay out your money better ? If you be 


_ dead in fins andtreſpaſſes, Truth is the ſeed of a new life, 


of a beavenly birth, Jam. 1.18. If you be in any bondage, 
Truth can make you free, John 8.32. If compaſſed about 
with enemies, Truth can ſhield thee, Pſ. 91.4. If you be 


full of filthy thoughts and Iuſts, or any impurities, the 


Truth ca ſan&ifie you, John 17. 17. If darkneſs and 


Faintneſs poſſeſs your ſouls, Truth is lumen & pabulum _ 
| anime, the light andlife of the ſoul. Plal. 119. Tos. 
Let ws then advance our thoughts of Truth, and rateit 
* above all ſublunary things, and buy it though it coft us all : 
= #t is no Simony, it is #08 too dear, you cannot aver-value 
& Truth. It is ſiſter to the Peace of God, which paſſeth 

| all underſtanding. See how God bimſelf eftimates his word 
* and truth, Pſalm 138, 2. Thou halt magnifi'd thy Word 


' E above all thy Name. Whatſoever God is known by befides 


= his Word, is beneath his Word. Take the whole Creation, 
| which is God's name in the greateſt letters, it's nothing 
* to bis word and Truth. Therefore Chriſt tells the Phari- | 
# ſees, it is eaſier for Heaven and Earth to paſs, then one 


tittle of the Law to fail; If the leaft Jod or Tittle of the 
Law be prized by God above all the World, let us take heed 
of undervaluing the great and glorious Truths of the Gol- 


| pel,ond ſettle it as a Law upon our hearts that we can never 


over-prize or yield ſufficient praiſe for any zruth. 
Men can praiſe God for the bleſſings of the field, the 
Seas, the Womb, and of their Shops , but where is the man 

that praiſes God for bis bleſſing of bleſſings, for Truth, for 
good books, for heavenly treatiſes? Meu ſeldome purpeſſy 
A3 Uh 


| To the Rader. 
lift up their hearts, and voices to Heaven to praiſe God fax. 
the riches of knowledge bejtowwed upon them. . In good bodky.. 
| you have mens labour, and Gods truth : the tribute of 
1 thank: is due for both, that God enables men to ſo great ' 
j labours, and that he conveys ſuch precious treaſure through. 
earthen veſſels. Dayid thought it his duty to praiſe God for, 
f Truth, Pſal. 143. 2. and hath left it upon record for our 
: imitation, He ſaw ſuch'excellency, and found ſo much ſweet 
| gain in Truth, that be muſt break out into praiſes for it..”, 
Reader, give over thy old way of ſlighting and cenſuring 
mens labours, Experience hath long ſince told 1hee, that no | 
| good comes that way. Now learn to turn thy prejudice unto. 
praiſes, and prove what will be the fruit of bonouring and. 
praiſing God for truths diſpenſed by bis faithful ſervants. i 
Let me tell thee, this is a chief way to keep' Truth ſtill 8 
amongſt us. If Traths be not received with the'love of i} 
- them, and God honoured for them, preſently ſtrong de» * 
| Jutions come, a#d Truth muſt ſuffer or flie. God. hath made ®: 
good that promiſe in Jexemy , he hath revealed unto us * 
abundance of peace and truth,and we through ingratitude &; 
b ve forfeited both, Our peace is ſhaken, and who can pro« & 
miſe bin;ſelf with Hezekiah, there ſhall be peace and truth 5 
in my days? Peace may fail thee, but Iet not Truth. Eves & 
ry good Chriſtian may, andſhould ſay, with the good King, 
ehere ſhall be Truth in my days, if not Peace and Truth. 
| T will ſo far honour Truth, as to receive the love of it. If 
} will bold it faſt by faith, hold it forth by prafiice, praiſe 
God aaily for it, and venture all in defence of it, So didf 
| the Martyrs, whiſe memory 1s ſweet, and whoſe regard F 
 Is-great. It is better ſuffering for truth, then with truth :Þ 
yet if Truth muſt ſuffer, or can die, better it is to die with® 
Truth than out-live it, | ; 
But that Truth may live, and we live by Truth, let us 
| | magnifie Goa much for Truth, for his Word, and good _ 
| #/2t 
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'To the Reader. | 
that fpring thence. Some pray may ſay, it's enongh to - 
praiſe God for bis Word, other books are not tanti. Wilt tho 

praiſe God for the Sea, and be umtbankful for the Rivers 

and Springs ? Wilt thou lift up thy voice for the great wa- 
ters, and be (lent for the filver drops and ſhowrs ? If the 
former rain affedi thee, be not ungrateful for the latter. God 
would þaue-men to value bis ſervants, and praiſe bim for 
their labours. 

But they have errors in them. -. en | 

Be it F ; ſhall we refuſe to praiſe God for the Flowers 

and the Corn, becauſe there be ſome weeds in the Garden, 

and Thiftles in the Field ? Prejudice not thy ſelf, buy 
read, take thy delight : Here is a Garden without Weeds 

2 Corn-field without Cockle or Darnel, Thorn or Thiſtle. 
E Art thou a Sincere Convert ? Here are truths ſuitable, 

"= ſolid, and wholſome thou mayſt feed and feaſt without fear. 

* The Author is one of ſingular Piety, inward acquain- 

#4xce with God, Skill'd in the deceits of mens hearts, able to 
enlighten the dark corners of the little world, and to give 
ſatisfation to ſtaggering ſpirits, Hua work needs not the 
purple of anothers commendation to adorn it. But becauſe 
cuſtome , not neceſſity, ( for it #s Truths prerogative to 
travel without a paſport ) T ſay, becauſe cuſtome cauſeth 
Truth to crave and carry Epiſtles Commendatory ; know 
that the work, is weighty, quick, and ſpiritual : and if 
thine eye be ſingle in peruſing it, thou ſhalt find many preci: 
ous, ſoul-ſearching, ſoul-quickening, and ſoul-enriching 
truths in it , yea, be ſo warned and awakened, as that thou 
canſt not but bleſs God for the man and matter, unleſs tho 
be poſſeſs d with a dumb Devil. ; 

To conclude ; Chriſtian Reader, take heed of unthank- 
fulneſs : ſpiritual mercies ſhould have the quickeſt and ful- 
leſt praiſes. Such is this work, thou foreſaweſt it not, thoy 
 contributedſt nothing to the birth of it + It's a preventing 
A 4 mercy . 


il "TO the: Rader: ©, 7 
| || mercy, By it andother of the ſame nature, God hath made 
|| &yowledgeto abound, the waters of the Saniinary are daily 
| j encreaſed, and grown deep. Let not the watars of the 
| ||- SanGuary put out zhe fire of the Sanctuary. If there be 

'' , 00 proſe, there is no fire, If thy head be like a Winter's 


I Sx, full of Light, and heart like aWinter's earth, without 
* Fruit; fear leſt thy light end in utter darkneſs, and the 
- Tree of knowledge deprive thee of the Tree of life, The 

_ Lord grant thou mayeſt find ſuch benefit by this work,, as 
that thy heart may be raviſhed with Truth, and raiſed to 
praiſe God to purpoſe, and made to pray, Lord, fiill ſend 
forth thy light and truth, that they may lead us. So prays 


Thine in Chriſt, 
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> 24% of this Treatiſe. pl FCOT LN 


i as E firſt Principle, That there s a God, *' pag. 1. 
| For grounds to prove there is a God, ' __ © 
Several Objeftions denying a God anſwered. 
A diſcovery of Atheiſm in opininion, 

A diſcovery of Atheiſm in pradiice. '» | 
. An exhortation #0 ſee and behold this God. >- 
We wut make choice of this God fox our" God. ibid. / 
The happineſs of thoſe that forfake all for this God, _  ' 10 
| That God's moſt glorious, ſhewed in four particulars, Fit, 
* inbiu Eſſence. Secondly, in bis Attributes. 11 
An Excellent explqnation of the Attributes of God. viz. 
' 1: Spiritual. 2, Living. 3. Tafinite. 4. Eternal. 5. All 
ſoffient. 6; Omnipatent. 7. All-ſceing. 8.True. g.Holy; 
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10. A juſt and merciful God, I 1,&c, 
Thirdly, God is gloriows in bis perſons. 16 
Fourtbly, in bis works. i7 


' The ſecond Principle, That God made oll mankind in a | 
glorious and happy eftate'like himſelf. Wherein the glo- + 
ry and bleſſedneſs of man did appear. ibid. 
The Image of God in Man did appear in four particulats, 
I. In his Underſtanding. 2. 1n bis Aﬀetiions. 3. In his 
Will. 4. 1n bis Life. E- 18 
The horrible nature of Adam's fin 3 and how juſtly God 
might require mans perfet . obedience to the 'whole 
Law, 20 
Mans cauſe of lamentation for bis loſs in Adam. 2T 
That we are more perfedily righteoug in Chriſt then we could 
bave been in Adam. "" 
A reproof to three ſorts of men. 1, Such as are aſhamed of 
_ bolineſs. * ws | EREne. ibid. 
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| The Chinkerics 
2, Thoſe that hate bolineſs.” 3» 1 hoſe three forts of mex 


that content themſelves with a certain meaſure of holj- 
neſs. 1. The Formaliſt. p. 24. 2, The ſelf condemning 
Sinner. 25, 3. The pining and devont Hypocrite, ibid, 
Three Rules bow to get the' Image of God renewed inu27 
The third Prineiple, That all mankind is fallen from * 
© glorious eſtate in which be was created, in fog ED 
- condition: Mans miſery in regard of Ad am's fin.” 
Thoſe fearful ſins that are pack up in Adam's ſin, 1. Px 
 tafie. 2. Rebellion, 3. Unbelief., 4, Blaſf phemy.'s. Pride. 
*.6, Contempt of \God, 7. Unbaltfane.” 's. ”F Iriff 


9. Idolatry. bo 3y 

All natural men are dead jn Fs FO 32 

The beſt aftions of natural men are fuful Ts 

\ Natural men compared to dead men in tens porvicaers, '5 
** Natural men are born All of fin, © q - ibid. 

* Sins of the heart worſe then the ſin: of the Hfe, 32S 


The adlions of natural men are(infal in ſix Cer) 40 © 
Wicked men want a Principle of love to God and Chriſt. 4x | 
Whether good duties ought to be Ts. by natural wh 
_ - ſeeing their beſt ations are ſinful.” 

Mans preſent miſery in regard of -o conſequences of fir mn, 
in ſeven particulars, . . 44 
Mans ſlavery under Satay ſhewed in 7 Particulars, 46 
Mans future miſery by ſin; 1. In death. p. 49. 2: Af- * 
_ ger aeath, p, 50. 3. In hy particular judgment, in 5 
+ feveral particulars.. 35. The general day of Tudgment 

why ed, and the manner of it in every particalar at large. 
« The coming of Chriſt. 58. The Trump ſhall blow.jb. 
Ti % dead ariſe, ibid. The Judy e. ibid. The Accuſation. 59. 
The ſentence. p-61. Gods wrath and abſence. 62. 


A guiity conſcience a mever-dying worm : to lodge in 
Hell. 63, 64,65- 


7 he miſery of natural men after the day of judgment, FL 
ſix particulars, 66, The 
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out of their miſerable condition of. and 'y themſtivere 73 


Who they are that Chriſt hath redeemed, . 274 
Chriſt offered to all in general. | 75 
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Rejeting of Chrift-a very dangerous. ſw i in fo reſpoBr,: 83 
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The ith Principle. Thoſe-that are\faved. are very few, 
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A deſcription of Hypoerifie, - *, © ; 300 
Unregenerate men aye not poor int Spirit, .- ' ibid. 
Thoſe that are ſaved, are favedrtitiragch diffculty 02. 
Salvation compared to fighting. © * 103 


A deſcription of four' ſtrait gates fo. Aloovems": .T«. .The 
gate of Humility, 2. Of Faith, -p. 1 04. 3-0 gs _ 
pentance. 4. Of Oppoſition. | 

Nine falſe ag or wayes to Heaven Aifoocerat, 7M The 
broad way, 2. of Civil Education. © 3. of good wiſher. 
Py 4. of Formality. p. 106. . 5. of roo tion. © 

6. of Sloth, 7..of Careleſneſs, ps 108, 5 of Mode: 


ration. 9. of Self-l love. 10H 
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The 6 Principle. The canſe of mans eternal ruine is from 
- bimſelf;, and that by four ways, or reaſons. - 720: 
_ The firſt general reaſon or way how men ruine themſglves 
is by ignorance. 110. want of the ſaving means of know. - 


ledge, want of faithful Miniſters. ITT 


Wicked men are affraid to ſee their own miſeries, 114 
Ten ways bow wicked and profane men deceive themſelves i 
in their ſpiritual eftates, by ſeeing themſelves through 
falſe glaſſes. gl 15 ' 
1k How the finer ſort of men deceive themſelves, 116. 
" 'W- Seven diftempers in the mind whereby the finer ſort of men 


are deceived, 1. Arrogancy. p.117. 2. Obſimacy. p.119. 


WS 3+- Obſcurity, p.121. 4. Security. p.122. 5. Impiety. 


 *  @ falſe applying the promiſes. ibid. 

wal Gina and pot as of the will, a third cauſe or 

\ way how men deceivethemſelues, three ways. 146 
The ney general reaſon er way how men ruine themſelves 

#8 carnal Security. | 148 

Reaſons of ſecurity diſcovered in ten particulars, 149 

An exhbortation to awake out of ſecurity. I 56 

 InfiruGions how #0 get a broken beart, 157 


{- P.124. 6. Idolatry. p.126, 7. Error. Inthe under- 


-_ & ſtanding; in five particulars. 1. In judging troubles of 
Af > mind, p,129. 2, In judging (trivings of conſcience. 130. 
WW © 3. In judging of fincerity of heart. p. 132. 4. In judg- 
Fl © ing God's love.p:133. 5. In judging tbe pawer of ſm.135 


ow falſe peace is bred in the ſoul four ſeveral ways. 1, By 
Satan. p.137. ins particulars, 1. Bybis removing thoſe 
fins that trouble the conſcience;-ibid. 2. By liberty in 
fn.139. 3. By unlawfulneſs of lawful things.140. 4.B 

giving the ſoul reſt and ſleep. ibid.. 5.. By fair ovvakiffs 
of beaven. 14.1. 2. By flattering and falſe teachers, 142. 
3. By a falſe ſpirit five ſeveral ways. 143. 4. By 


The third general reaſon or way how men ruine themſdlves 
is 


ES 0 * Le i ns Meth. 


| 6 


ret * 4 


The fourth general reaſon or way how men ruine themſelves. 


| The Contents ke. 
$3 carnal confidence whereby men ſeek to ſave themſcloes 
 byreſting in their duties dnd performances, __ + 158 

IV berein mens reſting in duties appears, ſpewed at large in 
ten particulars, * EI ibid. 


Foxr reaſons given why men reſt in their duties,” 167 
The great danger-in reſting upon duties. 111.2 "TJO} 
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is Preſumption or falſe faith. " > IBx © 
e difficulty of convertirig preſumptuous and confident 
00077 ooo) 182 


A true and precio faith is got at a bigh rate, .- 183 
The Contents of the Additions 


The Saints Jewel, ſhewing bow to apply the Promiſes, 187. 

& The DoGrine. That God made many promiſes to his peo= © 

ple. ibid. Three Reaſons why. 187 
 AUſe of tryal. 190. 4 Uſe of comfort. 5 

. Several objefiions anſwered. 

The perpetuity of God's love to bis people. 

A Uſe of terrour to the wicked. | 

Men in their natural condition are under the curſe. 197 

Their bleſſingx-are curſes. p,198. The negledt of duties a 
double fin, 1 99, Prath-bed repentance dangerous. - 

-_ hes — FoIA A Tje 


EET K FC w_—_—— A 
> 1 —— _ - - = 
ne, o—— 

- = > _ ot 
Ya PT ont . 


ties 


Wt 
1:7 
$4 
fi 
(Ht! 
"$357 
Vt, 
*, : 
Wl 
1915 
WH 
; - 
| t] 
; 
z 


The-Confents. | 
4 Uſe of Exbortation, to lay hold on tbe Promiſes, with . 


ſeveral encouragementy thereto, en 26r 
The ſafety. of believing, with five impediments, and five. 
| Helps. "v4 203 
The Souls invitation'to Feſus Chriſt. 12:61 ea. 


Chriſt compared to a Suiter in. ſeveral particulars. 207. 
The Dodrine,. That Chriſt defireth to be a-Smiter, and a. 

real ſpeeder to every ſoul. 209. Two ſigns thereof. 2T0 
Obje&ons anſwers. Three $ eaſons of Chriſte Iove to the. 


ſoul..- c--43511. RET 
A Vſe of Exburtation; #0 defire the. marriage and enjoy-. 
ment of Chrift : The neceſſ ty thereof. 216 
The tranſeendanut excellency of ich : 8 dignity of bs: 
Birth and Education. © 1: SaÞ7-7 
His great portion and comelineſs. ++ +1. ol 
His love to his Spouſe. 219. S everal wiſe an. 
ſwered. ibid. | 
What we are 0 do if we marry Teſus Chriſt, + 1,11 220" 


Our benefits by marrying y ike ont ” five par#i- 
culars, - mY 221. 
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4H E knowledge of Divinity is ne- 
 # Cceſfary for all forts of men, both. 
to. ſettle and efiabliſh the' good, 
'. and to convert and fetch in the bad. 
& Gods Principles pull down Satans falt Prin- 
ciples ſet up in mans head, loved and belie- 
| ved with mens hearts, and defended by their 
* tongues. Whilſt theſe ſtrong holds remain 
& unſhaken, the Lord Jeſus is kept off from 
| conquering of the ſoul. _ | 
Now ſpiritual truths are either ſuch as 
| tend to enlarge the underſtanding, . or ſuch 
® as may work chicfly upon the affeFions. F 
& pals by (in this knowing age) the firſt of theſe, 
& and (being among a people whoſe hearts are 
| Hard cnough ) I begin with: the latrer fort : 
\ For the «xderflanding, although it may lite- 
rally, yet. it never ſavingly entertains any 
truth until the affe&ions be therewith ſmitten 
and wrought upon. 


I ſhall therefore here proſecute the' unfol- The princ.. 


ding of theſe divine Principles. 


Firſt, that there is one moſt glorious God. fiſted upon. 


_ . Secondly, that this God made all mankind 
at firſt in Adam in a moſt glorious eſtate. 
ok Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, that all Mankind is »aw fallen 
. from that eftate into a bottomleſs gulph of fin; 
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Fourthly, that the Loxd Jeſus Chrif is the 


onely means of Redemption of this eſtate. 
Fifthly, that thoſe that are ayed out of this 


theſe few are ſaved with much difficulty. 


Sixthly, that the greateſt cauſe why ſo may] þ 


_ ny die and periſh in this eſtate is from thens. | 
ſeboes - either, 7 | 20-- 
I. By reaſon of their bloudy ignorance, they i 


know not their miſery. Or, 


2. By reaſon of their carnal ſecurity, they | 
feel not, they groan fiot under their fin þ 


f 


and miſery. 


3. By teaſon of thelr carnal confidence, they 
ſeck to help themſelves out of their mi- | 
ſery by their own duties, when they ſee 


or feel it, Or,. 


4: By reaſon of their Falſe faith, whereby 
they catch hold upon,and truſt unto,the'® 
merits of Chriſt too ſoori, when they ſee | 
and feel they cannot help themſelyes. | F 


wofal eſtate by Chriſt arc Very ew, and that | 


(1)-- 
. 


Why» - 
SINCERE 


CONVERT: 


Diſcovering the ſmall number 


OE 


TRUE BELIEVERS. 


Cn SCOOT Fe __ ———_—_S__—_F* 


| CHAP. I. 
EF That there is a Ged, and this God is LO glo- 
| 2 rIOuT. 
| Exod, 33. 18. 
I beſeech thee ſhew me thy Glory. 


able in it. 
I That there is a God. 

2. 'That this God is moſt glorious. 
'=® LIwillbeginwiththefirli part,and prove(o- 
© mitting many Philoſophical Arguments) That 
there is a God, a true God: For every Nation 
almoſt in the World, until Chriſt's coming, * 
had a ſeveral God. Some worſhi ppcd the Sur, 
| ſome the Moon, called by Ezekjel the Ducen 
= of Heaven which ſome made Cakes untoz forme - 
'F the whole Heavens: ſome worthipped the Fire, ' 
B fome 


4 


| HIS is the firſt divine Truth, and The firſt F 
| there are theſe two parts conl der- as 7 


| 
| 
| 


"The firſt Firſt, From the works of God, Rom, 1, 20) 


- 1, hs a God: ot the man that built it, although alſo w 
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_ is a ſome the bruit Beaſts ; > ſome Baal, and ſome. 


Molech, The Romans (faith Varro ) had 6000 
V Gods : who impriſoning the light of nature 


Nat. Hiſt. 


Rom. 1. rTantz or GOD and Angels in thoſe Idols, as 
the learned did. Burt theſe are all falſe Gods. 

God the Be- I am now to prove that there is one true 

ing of Be- God, the Being of Beings, or the frlt Being, 


needleſs , Pecauſe every man runs with the 
cry.and Giththere is a God ; yet few throughly 


God, who are beſt able to know mens hearts, 


| them ſometimes. The Devil will ſometimes 
undermine, and feck to blow up the ſtrongelt 


_ Ty are there that, by foul fins againſt their 


heare, they might ſee it ſecretly ſuſpet and 
queſtion, whether there be a God, But grant 
that none queſtions this truth, yet we that are 
builders muſt not fall to a work without our 
main props and pillars. It may appear theres 
fore that there is a God, from theſe grounds. 


ground © When we (ce a fiately Houſe,although we ſee, 


LW 
"2 
if 

of 


Ings. Although & proving of this Point ſeems. 


becauſe they oxely ſtudy their hearts, feel this y- 
temptation, Is there a God ? bitterly aſſaulting | 
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P walls and bulwarks. The light of Nature in-/ 
ae d:ed ſhews thar there ir a God but how ma- | 


 Plin, Iih. 1. vere given up to ſins againſt nature, cither to Þ 
worſhip Idols of mans invention, as the igno- - 


believe this Point. Many of the children of 


conſcience, blow out and extinguiſh almoſt 
.Sin blows out all the Light of Nature? And hence though 
the Light of they dare not conclude, becauſe they have # 
Nature. ſome light, though dim yet if they ſaw their 
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know not the time when it was builtz yet will There is a 
we conclude thus, ſurely ſome wiſe Artificer 694: 


hath been working here : can we, when we 
behold the ſtately Theatre of heaven and 
Earth, conclude other, but that the finger, 

arms, and wiſdome of God have been here, 

although we ſcenot him that is inviſtible, and 
although we know not the tie when he be- 
gan to build ? Every creature in Heaven and 
Earth is a loud Preacher of this truth. Who 
ſet thoſe Candles, thoſe tarches of Heaven 
on the Table ? Who hung out thoſe Lanterns 
in Heaven to cnlighten a dark World ? Who 
can make the ſtatue of a man, but one wiſer 
than the fione out of which it is hewn ? Could 
any frame a man, but one wiſer and greater 
than man? Who taught the Birds to build 
their neſts, -and the Bees to fet up and order 
their Common-wealth ? Who ſends the Sun 
polt from one end of Heaven to the other, car- 
rying ſo many thouſand bleſſings to fo many 
thouſands of people and Kingdoms? What 
power of men or Angels can make the lealt 
pile of graſs, or put lite into the leaſt flic, it 
once dead? There is therefore a power above 
all created power, which is God, 


Wo 


Secondly, From the word of God. ' There The hcond? 


is ſuch a majeſty tirring, and ſuch fecrets re- 
vealed in the Word, that iffmen will not be 
wiltally blind , they, cannot but cry aut, The 
voyte of God, and not the voyce of man, 
Hence Calvin undertakes to prove the'$crip- 
ture to. be the Word of God, by reaſoa, a- 
\ pay all atheilts under Heaven, Haft thou 

x B 2 ©. not: 
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ground to 
prove a Got 


4 
There is a 
God. | 


Tt js the word 
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not thought ſometimes at a Sermon, the Mi- | 
nifter hath ſpoken to none but thee, and that 
ſome or other hath told the Miniſter what . 
thou haſt {aid,what thou haſt done, what thou 
haſt thought ? now that word which tells thee 
the thoughts of thy heart can be nothing elſe 
but the Word of an all-ſecing God , that 
ſearcheth che ſfeart. 

Again, that word which quickneth- the | 


of God that dead is certainly God's Word: but the word ' 
uickens the of God ordinarily preached quickeneth the 


cad. 


"The third 
ground to 


Job 3+ 3+ 


prove a God. 


dead; it maketh the blind to fee, the dumb } 


to ſpeak, the deaf to hear, the lame to i 


walk, thoſe that never felt their fins to load 
them, to mourn, thoſe that never could 
pray, to breath out unuttcrable groans, and ' 
tighs for their fins. | 

Thirdly, From the children begotten of God : 
For we may read in mens forcheads, as ſoon 
as ever they are born, the ſentence of dea 
and we may fee by mens lives what Hhelliſh 
hearts they have. Now there is a time that. 


ſome of this monſirous brood of men are 


quite changed, andmade all new 3 they have # 
new minds, new opinions, new defires, new 
joys, new ſorrows, new ſpeeches, new pray- 
ers, new livesz and ſuch a difference there 
is betwixt theſe and others, that they are ha-. 
ted by others who loved them well while they: 
loved their fins : and whence came this. 
ſtrange change? Is it from themſelves? Noz: 
for they hated this new life and theſe new” 
men once themſelves. Is it becaufe they: 
would be credited thereby ? No 3 it is > be” 

| hated” 
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ned every-where. Is it out of fimplicity, or 


are their brains grown crazy ? They were in- 


deed once fools, and I can prove them all to 
be Solomon's fools : but even fimple men have 
been known to be more wile for the world, af- 


. ter they have been made new. But laſtly, 


is it now from a ſlaviſh fear of Hell, which 
works this alteration? Nothing leſs; they 
abhor to live like fJaves.in Bridewell, to do 
all for fear of the whip. 


: 
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hated of father, mother, friends, and malig- There is & =® 
pTy 


Fourthly, From God's Regiſter, or Notary, The fourth 
which is in every man; I mean the Conſcience ground* to 
of man , which telleth them there is a God : P'PY- a God. 


and atthoygh they filence it ſometimes, yet in 
time of thunder, or ſome great plague, as 
Pharaoh, or at thz day of death, when they 
are near God's tribunal; then they acknow- 


ledge him clearly. The fearfull terrors of con- - 


ſcience prove this, which like a Bailiff arreſts 
men for their debts; Ergo, there is ſome 


Creditor to ſet it on : fometimes like a hang-- 


man it torments men 3 Ergo, there is ſome 


ftrange Judge that gave it thkt Command. | 
Whence ariſe theſe dreadful terrors in men ? 


Of themſelves ? No ſurely : all defire to be 
in: peace, and (0 to live and ſleep in a whole 


Skin. Comes it from Melancholy ? No; for 


Melancholy. comes on by degrees: theſe ter- 
rors of Conſcience ſurpriſe the Soul ſuddenly 
at a Sermon, ſuddenly after the commiſſion of 
ſome ſecret foul fin. Again , Melancholy 


Tadneſs may be cured by Phylick 3 but many 


Phyſicians have given ſuch men over toother 
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, ny in this diſcord of things. God is now. like 


them ware  vhey bave moſt need of m_ P.M 
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Phyſicians, Melancholy ſadneſs may be ' 
born; but a wounded ſpirit who can bear ? 
Thus you ſee that there is a God. 

Object. Who ever ſaw God, that every one 
is thus bold to ofiem that there is a God 7 

Anſe Indeed his face never was ſeen by 
mortal man; but his back parts have been 
ſeen, are ſeen, and may be ſeen by all the 
world, as hath been proved.” 

ObjcR. All things are brought to paſs 'y 
ſecond cauſes, "Y 

Anſ. 1. What though? Is there no ma- 7 
ter in the houſe, becauſe the ſervants do all | 
the work? This great God maintains fate I 
by having all the creatures in ſubjection 3 yet 
ſometimes we may cry out in bcholding ſome #® 
ſpecial pieces of his adminiſtration : Here is 
the Finger of God. vo 

2. Whatthough there be ſuch confuſion in 

the world.,as that ſhillings ſtand for pence,and 

counters ſtand for pounds, the beſt men are 
bought and ſold ata low rate, and worft men | 
prized and preferred : yet if we had eyes to 
ſce and conceive, we ſhould {ce an harmo- 


a wiſe Carpenter, but hewing out his work. 
There is a Lumber and: confution ſeemingly 
among, us : let us ftay till the day of judge- 
ment, and then we ſhall ſee infinite wiſdome: 
in fitting all this for his own glory, and for the 
good of his people. 

ObjeR. But if there be a God, why bears b| 
mot bis peoples Prayers ? Why doth be forget 
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I anſwer, Noah's Dove returns not pre- 
ſently with an Olive-branch of peace in his 
mouth. Prayer ſometime that ſpeeds well 
returns not preſently, for want of company 
enough to fetch away that abundance of mer- 
cy which God hath to give. The Lord ever 
gives them their asking in money or money- 
worth, in the ſame thing or a better. The 
Lord ever gives his importunate beggers their 


There 1s a © 
God. 
WWOWNRIS 


Anſw. 


defires, either in pence by little and little, or 


by pounds: long he is many times before he 

gives, but payeth them well for their waiting. 
This is a Uſe of Reproof to all Atheiſts ,cith 

in op1n704 or pradiice, | 


- 


Uſe I. 


Firft in opinion; ſuch as either conclude, A diſcovery 


thoughts! Are there any ſuch men? Men? 
nay Beaſts, nay Devils, nay worſe than De- 
vils, for they believe and tremble, Yet the 
fool bath ſaid in bis heart there is no God, Pal. 
I 4.1, Men that have little heads, little know- 
ledge without hearts, as Scholars ſometimes 


_ orſuſped there is no God. Oh blaſphemous of Atheiim. 


of weak brains, being guided onely by their + 
Books, ſeeing how things come by ſecond + 
cauſes, yet cannot raiſe their dull thoughts to 


the beholding of a firſt cauſe. Great Politi- 
cians are like children, always ftanding' on 
their heads, and ſhaking their heels againſt 
Heaven : theſe think Religion to be but a 
piece of policy, to keep people in awe.' Pro- 
phane perſons defiring to go on in fin without 


| any rubor check for fin, blow out all the Light 
. of Nature, wiſhing there were no God to pu- 
aiſb, and therefore are willing to ſuſpeR and 


B:4-: {cruple 


| God. Thoſe alſo that have ſinned ſecretly, though 


wor Hell. ptures. - Chriſt was then a horrible lier, and 
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There is a ſcruple that not to be which indeed js. 


VS aot openly, againſt nature, or the light-of 
conſcience : God ſmites them for Inceſt, So- 
domy, Selt-pollution, with diſmal blindneſs. 
Thoſe alſo that are notorious worldlings,. 
that look no higher than their barns, no. 
farther than their ſhops: the world is a pearl 
in their cye they cannot ſee a God. 

Laſtly, I ſuſpeR thoſe men that never found 
out this thief, this fin, that was bred and born 
with them, nor ſaw it in their own hearts, but 
there jt lies till in ſome dark corner of their | - 
ſouls to cut their throats : theſe kind of men 

' ſometimes ſuſpe there is no God. O! this 

If no God, is a grievous fin; for if no God, no Heaven, 

no Heaven, no Hell, no Martyrs, no Prophets, no Scri- # 


- 


an Impoſior. Other fins wrong and grieve. 

God, and wound him 3 but this tin ſtabs the 

very heart of God, it firikes at the life, and 

is (as much as lies in finful man) the death 
of God: for it ſaith, There i 0 God. 

A ſecond re- Secondly, this reproveth Atheiſts z# pra- 

proof to @zce, which ſay there is a God, and queliion - 

Atheiſts. jt not, but in works they deny him. He that- 

plucks the King from his Throne is as vile as 

- he that ſaith he is no king. Theſe men are al- 

moſt as bad as Atheiſts in opinion. And of. 

ſuch duft-heaps we may find in every corner, 

that in their praice deny God men that ſet. 

up other gods in God's room, their wealth, | 

their hdnour, their pleaſure, their backs and bel- , 

lies, to be their gods 3 men that make bold 7m / 

dQ 
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is, continually to wrong this God 3 men that 
ſeck not for all they want by prayer, or return 
all back again to God by praiſe. 


A ſecond Uſe is, for exhortation. Oh la- + 


bour to fee and bchold this God. Is there 
a God, and thou wilt not give him a good 
look ? Oh paſs by all the rivers, till thou 
come to the ſpring-head 3 wade through all 
creatures, untill thou art drowned, plunged, 

and ſwallowed up with God, When thou 
| ſeeſt the Heavens, ſay, Where i that great 
Builder that made this ? When thou heareſt 
of mutations of Kingdoms, ſay, Where # the 
Lord of Hoſts, #he great Captain of theſe. Ar- 
mies ? When thou 'taſte{lt ſweetneſs in the 
Creature, or in God's Ordinances, ſay, Where 
is ſweetneſs it ſelf, beauty it elf ? Where is 
the Sea of theſe drops, ab Sun of theſe beams ? 
Oh that- men ſaw this God ! It's Heaven to 
behold him : thou art then in a. corner of 
Hell, that canſt not, doſt not fee him'3 and 
yet what is leſs known than God ? Me- 
thinks, when men hear there is a God about 
them, they ſhould be groveling in the duſt, 

becauſe of his glory : If men did ſee him, 
they wauld ſpeak of him. Who ſpeaks of 
God? Nay, men cannot ſpeak to God 3 but 
as beggers have learned to cant, ſo many a 
man-to-pray. Oh, men ſee not God in pray- 
er, therefore they cannot ſpeak to God by 

prayer. Men fin, and God frowns, (which 


makes. the Devils'to quake) yet mens hearts 
_ | ſhake 


I 


9 
do that againſt this true God which Idolaters Took is 4 


| Ft td their Idol- Gods, and th 
{&_9ar<n0 oO againſt their Idol]-Gods, an that CAA. 


Uſe 2, 


IO 
| There is 4 


Uſe 3. 


|| Make choice gn with all thy Idol-gods, and ſet up this 


Wild of God for 


Uſe 4+ 


oh Fine: thy God. What though there be a God, if 
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ſhake not becauſe they ſee him not. | 
Uſe 3. Oh make choice of this God as 


he be not thy God, what art thou the better? 


God. If there be any creature that ever did 
thee any good, that God ſet not a-work for 
thy good, love that, think on that as thy God. 
If there be any thing that can give thee any 
ſuccour on thy death-bed, or when thou art 
departed from this world, take that to be thy 
God, Thou mighteſt have been born in In- 
diaz, and never have heard of the true God, 
but worſhipped the Devil for thy God, Oh 
therefore make choice of him alone to be thy 
God; give away thy felt wholly and for e- 
ver to him, and he will give away his whole 
fclf everlaſtingly unto thee. Seek him weep- 
ing, and thou ſhalt find him. Bind thy ſelf 
by the ſtrongeſt oaths and bonds in Covenant 
to be his, and he will enter into Covenant with 
thee, and fo be thine, Fer. 50. 3,4,5. 

The fourth Uſe is, an Uſe of comfort to 
them that forſake all for this God : thou haſt 
not loſt all for nought,thou haſt not caſt away | 
ſubſtance for ſhadows, but ſhadows for ſome- 
what, Prov. 8.18. When all comfort is gone, 
there is a God to comfort thee. When thou'! 
haſt no reſi here, there'is a God to reſt in: 
when thou art dead, he. can quicken thee 
when thou art weak, he is fixong 3 and when 
_— are gone, he will be a ſure one to. 
thee. | 

Thus much 'of the firſt part of this Dos, 
Qrine, 4 


| &rine, or divine truth, That there is 4 God ; There is a | 


. ever ſhall know. Their cockle-ſhell can ne- 


_ © the mercy of God. 
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Now it followeth to ſhew you that this God is 624 
a moſt glorious God, and that in four things he "WO 
i5'glorious. 
I. In his Eſſeace. 

2. In his Attributes. 

3. In his Perſons. | | 

4. In his Works. is: 

1. He is Glorious in his Eſſence. Now what r. Gods Ef- 

this glory is, no man or Angel hath, doth, or {nce- 


ver comprehend this Sea z he mult have the 
wiſdom of God and ſo be a God, that com- 
prehendeth the Efſence of God : but though 
it cannot be comprehended what it is, yet it 
may be apprehended that it is incomprehen- 
fible and glorious z which makes his glory to 
be the more admired 3 as we admire the luſtre 
of the ſun the more, in that it is ſo great we 0 
cannot behold it. | Ws 

2. God is glorious in his Attributes, which 2. Gods At» 
are thoſe divine perfetions whereby he makes tributes. 
himſelf known unto us. Which Attributes 
are not qualities in God but natures. God's 
Wiſdom is God himſelf, and God's Power is 
God himſelf, -&'c. Neither are they divers 
things in God, but they are divers onely in 
regard of our underſtanding, and in regard 
of their different effects on different objeds. 
God puniſhing the wicked, is the Juſtice of 
God; God compathonating the miſerable, is 


Now the Attributes of God, omitting cu- 
rious diviſions are theſe, 
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There is a 1. He is a Spirit, or a Spiritual God, John | 


glorious 4.-24. therefore abhors all worſhip and all 
__ performed without the influence of the 


Spirit; as, to confeſs thy fins without ſhame 
An explana- 
tion of God's **. : | 
attributes. Without underſtanding, to. hear the Word 


x. A ſpiritu- that thou mayelt onely. know more, and 
al God. not that thou mayelt be affected more. Oh, 
theſe carcaſſes of holy dutics are mott odious 

| facrifices before God. EE £ 

2. A living 2. He is @ living God, whereby he liveth 
God. of himſelf, and gives life to all other things. 
Away then with thy dcad heart to this Prin- 


ciple of life to quicken thee, that his Almigh-' 


ty power may pluck thee out of thy ſ{epul- 


chre, unlooſe thy grave-clothes, that ſo thou. 


mayelt live, | 


| 3. Aninfi- 3. He is an infinize God, whereby he is 
+, mite God: without limits of being, 2 Chr. 6. 18. Hor- 


rible then is the leaſt fin that ſ{irikes an infinite 
great God, and lamentable is the eſtate of all 
thoſe with whom this God is angry : thou 
haſt infinite goodnc(s to forſake thee, and in- 
finite power and wrath to ſet againſt thee. 


4-Aneternall 4+ He is an Eternal God, without begin» 
God. ning orend of bcing, Pſal. 80. 1. Great there- 


fore is the folly of thoſe men that prefer a lit- 
tle ſhort pleaſure before this eternal God 3 
that like Eſa# ſell away an everlaſting inheri- 


tance for a little pottage, for a baſe luft and 


the pleaſure of it. 


&. An All- 5. He is an All:ſufficient God, Gen, 17. 1. Mi 
fufficiens What lack you therefore, you that would fain 'W- 
God. , haye this God, and the loye of this God, but 'M- 


os 


or ſorrow, and to fay the Lord's Prayer 


Y 
t 
g 
I 
[ 
1 

{ 


*$ 4 , God. 
all? Here's infinite, eternal, preſent ſweets? 
4  Þ ACTI 


\ thee; thy Phyſick may heal the, but cannot 


| here onely it can be found. - 
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you are loth to take the pains to find him, or There is a | 
to be at coſt to purchaſe him with the loſs of glorious 


neſs, goodneſs, grace, glory and mercy, to 
be found in this God. Why poſt you from 
mountain to hill? why ſpend you your mo- 
ney, your thoughts, time, endeavours, on things 
that ſatisfie not ? Here is thy reſting-place. Thy 
cloaths may warm thee, but they cannot feed 
thee 3 thy meat may feed thee, but cannot heal 


maintain theez thy money may maintain thee, 

but cannot comfort thee,when ditireſs of con- 
{ſcience and anguiſh of Heart come upon thee. 

This God is joy in {adneſs, light in darkneſs, God is joy in 
life in death, Heaven in Hell, Here is all thine ſadneſs. 
cye ever ſaw, thine heart ever deſired, thy 
tongue ever asked, thy mind ever conceived. 

Here is all light in this Sun, and and all water 

in this Sea, out of whom, as out of a Cryſtal 
Fountain, thou ſhalt drink dowa all the refi- 

ned (weetnels of- all creatures in Heaven and 

Earth for cver and ever. All the world is now 
ſeeking and tiring out themſelves for relt : 


6. He is an Omnipotent God, whereby he 5, an omni- 
can do what-ever he will: yield therefore, potent God. 
and ſtand not out in the finfull or ſubtil cloſe 
maintenance of any one againlt this God 
ſo powerfull, who can crufh thee at his plea- © 
ſure. F- 


SR 


7. He is an All-ſeeing God : © He knows « An All / 
S what poſfibly can be or may be known : ap- iceing God. 
"prove thy (elf therefore to this God only in 
Þ 4s all 


There is a all thy wayes. It's no matter what men ſay, 


xd 
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cenſureor think of thee. It's no matter what 
#thy fellow-aRours on this Stage of the world 


#4. OD ww 


"*Mmagine. God is the Great SpeCtatour that be. 
holds thee in every place: God is thy Spie, 
and takes compleat notice of all the actions 
of thy life 3 and they are in print in Heaven, 
which that great SpeQatour and Judge will 
open at the great day, and read aloud in the 
ears of all the World. Fear to fin therefore in 
ſecret, unleſs thou canti find out ſome dark 
hole where the eye of God cannot diſcern 
thee Mourn for thy ſecret negleq of Holy 
duties, mourn for thy ſecret hypocritie, 
whoredom, prophaneneſs; and with ſhame 
in thy face come before this God for pardon 
and mercy. Admire and wonder at his pa- 
tience, that, having feen thee, hath not dam- 

ned thee. | 
8, He is atrueGod; whereby he means to 
doas he faith. Let every child of God there-- 
fore know to his comfort, that whatſoever he 
hath under a Promiſe, ſhall one day be all 
made good : and let all wicked men know, 
what-ever threatning God hath denounced, 
whatſoever arrows are in the bow-ftring, will 
one day flic and hit, and ſirike deep; and the 
 longer-the loxd is a-drawing , the deeper 
wound willGod's arrow(that is, God's threat- 
ning ) make. "ad 3 
9. He is an holy God : Be not aſhamed. 
therefore of Holineſs; which if it aſcend above. 
rhe common ſtrain of honcſiy, the blind and. 
mad world accounts it madneſs, If the righte-' 
| Tow 
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ous, that is, thoſe that be moſi holy, be ſcarce. There is a - 
ly ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner In 


appear? 1 Pet. 4.18. Where ? not betfo! 

Saints nor Angels, for holineſs is their trade 
not before the face of the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 
for holineſs was his meat and drink; not be- 


fore the face of a bleſsed God, for holineſs is 


his nature; not in Heaven, for no unclean 
thing crawls there: they ſhall never ſee God, 

Chrilt, Saints, Angels, or Heaven, to their 
comfort, that are not holy. Wear therefore 
that as thy Crown now, which will be thy 


| glory in Heaven; and if this be to be vile, be 
;} more vile. 


15 


Io. He is a juſt and merciful God: juft in 10. A juſt- 


| himſelf, and G will puniſh all fin; merciful __ ercgy 


in the face of Chrift,and ſo will puniſh no fin, © 
| having alrcady born our puniſhments for 
| them. A juſt God againſt a hard-hearted 
ſinner, a merciful God towards an humble 
| finner. God is not all Mercy, and no Juſtice 
nor all Juſtice, and no mercy. Submit tohim, 
his mercy embraceth thee; Refift him, his 


juſtice purſues thee. When a Child of God is 


humbled indeed, commonly he makes God a 
hard-hearted, cruel God, loth to help and 
faith, Can ſuch a ſinner be pardoned? A 
wicked man that was never humbled, makes 
God a God of clouts, one that ( howloever he 
ſpeaks heavy words, yet he is a merciful God 
and.) will not do as he faith; and he finds it 
no difficult work to believe the greateſt fin 
may be pardoned. Conceive thereiore of 
| him as you have heard. 


Thirdly, 


by ' The Sincere Convert, 
"There is a Thirdly, God is glorious in his Perſong, 
_ which are three 3 F —_— begetting, Sox bs 
* gotten, and the Holy Ghoſt, the third Perſon, 
VP eoing, Here the Father is cailled th 
3 God 1s go. Father of glory, Ephbef. 1. Chriſt is called the 
> * Lord of glory, 1 Cor.2, and the Spirit is called 
the Spirit of glory, 1 Pet.q. The Father is glo- 
rious in his great work of Elefion; the Son 
is glorious in his great work of Redemption; 
the Holy Ghoſt is glorious in his work of 4p. 
lication : The Father is glorious in chufing 
the Houſe; the Son is glorious in buying the 
Houſe the Spirit is glorious in dwelling in 
the Houſe; that is, the Heart of a poor loſt 
| {inner, 
4 God is glo- ' 4. He is glorious in his Works; in his 
rious in” his works of Creation, and in his works of Pro- 
works... . . yidence and Government : wonder therefor 
that he ſhould fo vouchſafe to look upon ſuch 
worms, ſuch dunghils, ſuch Lepers as we are; 
to provide, protect, to ſlay his Son, to call, to 
ſirive, to wait, to give away himſelf and all 
The end of that he is worth unto us. Oh fear this God 
the firſt Prin- when you come before him. People come be- 
ul ciple. fore. God in prayer as before their tellows, ot 
io as before an-Idol : People tremble not at his 
R,7 voice in the word. A King or Monarch will 
Mg be ſerved in ſtate : yet how rudely, how 
i" ſlovenly do men go about every holy duty? 
&/| Thus much for the firli principal Head, Tha 
' {WW there is one moſt glorious God, Now we att: 
to procced to the ſecond, , 
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v8 CHAP. 1I. 


ol That this God made all mankind at firſt in a ; The ſecond 
'l mot glorious and happy eftate, like unto bim- _; nciple. 


il if 


n F OR the opening of which Aﬀertion IT 
) have choſen this Text, Eccl.7. 29. God 
made man righteous ; which clearly demon- 
{trates, 
That God made all mankind at firſt-in 4- DeB. 
8 4am, in a moſt glorious, happy, and righ- 
I teous eſtate: Man, when he came firſt out of * 
God's Mint ſhined moſt glorious.. * There 
is a marvellous glory in all creatures, (the 
ſervants and houſhold-ſtuff of man 3 ) there» The crea- 
fore there was a greater glory in Man him- ture Man's 
ſe]F, the end of them.” God calleth a/Parlia- ©**; ox 
ment, and gathers a Council when Man.was-. 1 {1 
to be made: z and ſaid, Come let us mak? Man (1-220 
in our own image : as though all the wiſdome , 
of the Trinity ſhould be ſeen in the: Creation 
of Man. 
Wherein did the glory and bleſſeaneſs of” 0bje8, 
Man appear ? | | 
* In the impreſſion. of God's s Image upon Anſwe. 
him, Gez, 1. 26. Can there be any greater | 
glory for a Joſeph, for a Subject, than to. be 
like his Prince? | 
What was the Tmage of God 7 ', Obje®, 
- The Schoolmen _ Fathers have many JAyſw. 
or (yer ſome. neceflary, though difficult). * 
— about this. .. I will' omit all Ov 
CG and <. 
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(4.BRR Sas © ment, C91. 3. 20. out of which this generall 
Þ-15 0 : deſcription of God's Image may be thus ga- 
ph Eph. 4. 4.23, bred : It is men's perfetiion of holineſs, ve- 
FORTY Eph 4-4 Image he r ſembling God's admirable Holineſs, whereby 
"HI OHE God in man. oxely man pleaſeth God. 

Ma For all other inferior creatures did carry 
AMA the marks and footſteps of God's Power Wif- 
dom, Goodneſs, hb all theſe Attributes 
were ſeen. One of the moſt perfeRt Attri- 
butes, his Holineſs, he would have men onely 
appear #z, and be made manifeft by man, his 
beſt inferiour creature : as a King's wiſdom 


\ all his Kingdomz but his Royal, Princely, and 
| molt eminent pertefions appear in the face 
and diſpoſition of his Son, next under him. 
But more particularly this Image of God ap: 

Ty | pearediin theſe four particulars. 
"2. In mans 7. In man's Vnderſtanding : this was like 


himſelf, and beheld his own infinite, endleſs 

t- , glory and excellency 3 ſo man was privy to 

oy pt 7 God's excellency; and ſaw God molt glori- 

vi ouſly : as Moſes, though a finfull man, ſaw 

bs gt him faceto face; much: more Adam, a per- 

7 1 fe& man. God loving man; could do no 
/ 


leſs than reveal himſelf- to man. 
>, In his 2, In his AﬀeQtions, the Tmage of Gol 
affections. chiefly appeared in two things. 


itt Firſt, as God, ſeeing, himſelf, loved him- 
att ſelf: fo Adam, ſeeing God, loved this God: 


more than the World, more than himſfeltf.: 


j "ils and tell you onely what is the Apoſile's judgs 


and bounty appears in managing the affairs of 


underſtand- unto God's. Now God's Image here chictly | 
ng: confiſted in this particular, viz. As God ſaw 
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Iron put into the fire ſeems to be nothing but Man made in 
fire: ſo Adam, being beloved of God, was /LIEgS we 
_— into a lump of love, to love God —_—_ 
Secondly, as God delighted in himſelf ; 
ſo did Adam delight in God, took ſweet re- '. 
poſe in the boſome of God. Methinks I ſee p,,,, 
Adam tapt up in continual ecſtafies in having | 
this God. - | 
3. In his Will, the Image of God chicfly 3. In man's 
appeared in two things. will. | 
Firft, as God onely willed himſelf as his 
laſtend : ſodid Adam will God as his lalt end, 
| not as man doth now. 2 
Secondly, as God willed nothing but good 
{o did Adam will nothing (though not immu- 
tably) but Good, for God's will was his. 
4. In hs Life God's Image did appear 4. In his life. 
thus, that even as God, if he had afſumed 
man's nature, would have lived outwardly, 
ſo did Adam : for God would have lived ac- 
cording to his own will, law; and rale, {o did 
Adam. 44am*s body was the Lantern through 
\ Which Holineſs, like a Lamp burning in his 
heart, ſhined 3 this was God's Image, by 
means of which ( as it is faid in the deſcrip- 
tion) he pleaſed God 3 ſimilitude being the 
ground of love: and (hence God did moſt \ 
dearly love him, and highly honour him to be 
| Lord'over all creatures 3 no'evil (continuing 
in that eſtate)-could hurt him :; here was no 
forrow, no ficknels, no tears, no fears, no 
death, no hell; riot ever ſhould have been, - 
if there he had food. I98 
19911, .. C 2 | Objeda. 
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Man made in Objeq, How was this Eſtate ours ? . 
ox e Anſw. As Chriſts righteouſneſs is a Belie- 

: - ver by imputation, though he never perfor- 
WR _— it himſelf z fo Adam's righteouſneſs and 
M1195 image was imputed to us, and accounted 
bl ours; for Adam received our fiock or Pa- 

il trimony, to keep it for us, and to convey it 
{WY to us. Hence he proving Bankrupt, we loft 
Wl 4l! it. But we had it in his hands, as an Orphan 
{RL may have a great eſtate left him, though he 

Mi never receive one peny of it from him that 

\ Was his Guardian, that ſhould have kept it 

for him, and conveycd it to him. 

Uſe 1. Here ſee the horrible nature of fin, * that 
The nature plucks man down by the ears from his throne, 
,, of im. from his perfe&ion, though never ſo great, 
Adam might have pleaded for himſelf, and 

have ſaid, Although I have finned, yet its 

but one, and the firſt fault, Lord, behold] 

am thy firſt-born 3 Oh pity my poor poſterity, 

who are for ever undone if thou forgiyeſt not, 

Yet ſee, one fin weighs him down and all 

his poſterity (as we ſhall. hear) into eternal 

ruine. | | | 

' Uſe 2. Hence learn how juſtly God may require 
God may perte& obedience to all the law. of even 
curſe a man man, and curſe him it he do not pertormit; 
if hekeepnot Becauſe man was at firſt made in ſuch a gls 
the LW. ious eſtate, wherein he had power given hit 

to pleaſe God perfefily, God may therefor 
118 | require this debt of perfeR obedience. Now 

[Ft man is broke and in priſon, in Hel] he mull 
lie for ever, if he cannot pay juſtice eveiſ 
farthing 3 becauſe God truſted him with 

| Gock 


© Mr bay EÞ hay Coo ES x ee io a noi eG. ee ie ii ES 


( 


> 


Kay 12s 
Mt 


The Sintere Convert. "=p 


| ſock which if he had well improved, he Man made in 


- might have paid all. a bleſſed e- 
See what cauſe every man hath to lament re. 

his miſerable cate he is now fallen into. For Uſe 

beggers children to live vagrants and poor F; 
Bgcr oy 1G Poor, Man hath 

in not fo lamentable as for a great Prince's cauſeto la- 

children to become ſuch. One never in fa- TX 

vour with the Prince grieves not as he doth 

that was once in favour, but now caſt out. 

Man is now rejeced. of God, that was belo- 

ved of God : he is now a Runnagate up and Man before 

down the earth that was once a Prince and _ fall was a 

Lord of all the World. This is one aggrava- han yoionay 

tion of the damneds ſorrow 3 Oh the hopes, the world. 

the means, the mercies that once I had ! Can 

theſe, do theſe lament for the loſs of their 

hopes and common mercies ? Lord , what 

hearts then have men that cannot, -do not, 

that will not lament the loſs of ſuch ſpecial 

high favours now gone, which once they had! 

It is ſaid, that thoſe that ſaw the glory of the 


| firſt Temple wept when they ſaw the glory of 


the ſecond, and how inferior it was to the 


' firſt, You that either have the Temple of 


God begun to be repaired in you,or not begun 
at all, Oh think of the Temple burnt , the 
glory of God now vaniſhed and loſt. Fs 

This ſpeaks comfort to all God's people. wp 4. 
If all Adam's poſterity were perfte&ly righ- Comfort to 
teous in him, then thou that art of the Blood God's people- 
Royal, and in Chriſi, art perfectly righteous 


in him much more : inaſmuch as the righte- 


ouſneſs of the ſecond Adam exceed the firſt 


| fo art thou more happy, more holy in the {c- | 
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Man made i in 
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ſtate. 
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Uſe 5. 
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cond Adam , than ever the firſt in himſelf 


was: he might loſe all his righteouſneſs, but 

the ſecond Adam cannot, hath not: ſo that 

if Chrilt way be damned; then thou mayeſti 

| Elſe not. 

This likewile reproveth three (ſorts of pev- 
le. 

: 7. Such as are aſhamed of holineſs. Lord 


reprehenfion. jv, 1+ times are we faln into now | The | 


Men for - 
ſhame of the 
world are a- 
fraid to enter 
upon relig1- 
Ous courſes. 


mage of God, which was once mens glory, iz 

now their ſhame and Sin, which is men 
ſhame, is now their glory. The World hath 
raiſed up many falſe reports of holy courſes, 
calling it folly and preciſeneſs, pride, hypo 
criſiez and that, whatſoever ſhews men may 
make, they are as bad as the worſt, if their 
fins were writ in their foreheads. Hence it 
cometh to paſs that many a man, who is al 
moſt perſwaded to be a ew man, and to tum 
over a new leaf, dares not, will not, for ſhame 
of the World, enter upon religious courſe, 
What will chey think of me then? (faith he) 
Men are aſhamed to refuſe to drink healths 
and hence maintain them lawful. Our Gab 
lants are aſhamed to ſtay a mile behind the 
faſhion : hence they will defend open and ne 
ked breaſts, and firange apparel,” as thing 
comely. Oh time-fervers ! that. have ſome 
conſcience to deſire to be Honeſt, and to bers 
puted ſo, yet conform themſelves to all cot 
panies, It they hear others ſwear, they at 
aſhamed to reprove them: they are aſhamed 
to enter theliſts of holy diſcourſe in bad call 

pany, and they will pretend diſcretion, | an 
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we muſt not caſt Pearls before ſwine; but the Man made in. 
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bottom of the bufineſs is, they are aſhamed - blefled e- 
to be holy. Oh fearful ! Is it a ſhame to be FE: 


like God ? Oh ſinful wretches ! It is a credit 
to be any thing but religious3 and with many 
Religion is a ſhame. I wonder with what face 
thou dareft pray, or with what Jook thou wilt 
behold the Lord of glory at the laſt day, who 


' art aſhamed of him now, that will be admired 


of all Men, Angels and Devils, then. Dofſt 
thou look for wages from Chriſt, that art 
alhamed to own Chriſt, or to wear his Li- 
very ? 

2. It reproves them that hate holineſs 3 


which is more than to be aſhamed of it. 


- 


3. It reproves them that content 'them- Men that 
ſelves with a certain meaſure of holineſs z content 


Perfedt holineſs was Adam*s Image, whereby 
he pleaſed God: and ſhall a little holineſs 
content thee ? | 

Now there are theſe three ſorts of them. 


themſelves 
with a cer- 
tain meaſure 
of holineſs, 
and go no 


I. The Formalift, who contents himſelf farther, 


with ſome holineſs, as much as will credit 
him. | 

The form and name of Religion is hoxos, 
honour, ſometimes; but the power and pra- 


_ Qiceof it is os, a burthen : hence men take 


up the firſt and ſhake off the ſecond. And 
indeed the greateſt part take up this courſe : if 
they have no goodneſs, they ſhould be the 
ſhame, ſcorn, and table-talk of the times 3 


FW therefore every man will for his honour's ſake 


have this form. Now this form is according 
to the mould wherein he is caſt, If his ac- 
C 4 quaintance 
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Man made in quaintance be but civil, he will be like them 
————_ e- if they be more exaR, as to pray, read, con- 
(i _— fer, he' will not ſtay one inch behind them, 
1744 "A If to be better than his companions, to bear 
png the bell before them, will credit him, he will 
the company be ſo. what-ever it coſt him. But yet he never 
} they keep. will be fo exa& in his courſe as to be hated for | 
Well b it, unleſs he perceives the hatred he contra | 
AT * from ſome men ſhall be recompenſed with 

the more love and credit by other men. He 

diſguiſeth himſelf according to the placesor 
company he comes into. King FJoaſh was a 
ood man fo long as Feboiada the Prieſt li- 

ved. If a little Religion will ſerve to credit 
men, that ſhall ſerve for that time it more 
in another place,. you fhall then have them 
commending, good Men, good Sermons, good 
Books, and drop forth two or three good fen- 
tences : what will they think of. him then? 
They cover themſelves over with theſe Figs 
leaves of common honeſty, to cover their na- 
kedneſs; they bait all their courſes over 
with hoxeſty, that they may catch, for they fiſh 
Fhe forma- onely for credit. One may trap theſe people 
ww þ Ift's ſhuf- thus : Follow them in their private houſes, 
on: + + there is worldlineſs, paſſion, looſeneſs ; and to 
' their private chambers, there they ordinarily 

negle& or ſhuffle over duties to their private 
vain thoughts. In this Tiring: houſe you thall 
then ſee theſe ftage-players, their ſhop- wits: 
dows are ſhut, here no honeſtly is to be ſeen 
ſcarce, becauſe their gain, their reſpe@ 
comes not in at this door where none beholas 
them, - Let either Miniſter or any _ ul 
. : | ricnd 7 
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* friend, ſearch, try. diſcover, accuſe and con- Man made in 
demn theſe men as rotten (though guilded) TY 97. 
poſts, as unſound, hollow-hearted wretches gg NV, 
their hearts will {well like Toads, and hiſs 
| like Snakes, and bark like Dogs againſt them 
that thus cenſure them, becauſe they rob them 
of their God they ſerved, their gain.is gone. 
2. The guilty ſelf- condemned ſinner, that 
goes farther than the formaliſt, and. contents 
himſelt with ſo much holineſs as will quiet 
him : and hence all the heathen have had 
- ſome Religion, becauſe they had ſome con- Rom. 12. 
ſcience to trouble them. This man, if he pany men 
hath lived in foul1ins, and begins to be rack*d leave their 
and troubled for them, he will then confeſs {1s for fear 
and forſake thoſe fins but how? as a dog doth "_ P _— 
his meat, not becauſe he hates his carrion, but becauſe they 
becaulc he fears the cudgel : he performs holy hate their 
duties not becauſe he will uſe them, but be- 15 
cauſe he muſt uſe them, there 15 no quiet elſe. 
If Conſcience be ſtill, he omits dutjes. If Cor- 
ſcience cry and fir, he falls into duties and 
ſo hath his good mood, as Conſcience hath his 
fits. They boaſt and crow over hypocrites, 
becauſe the holineſs they have is not a bare 
ſhew : no, but it is to ſtop thy Conſcience, and - 
only to quiet the clamours of that. Thou 
doli bribe and fo quiet (the Bailiff) thy Con- 
ſcience, by thy praying, bearing and ſorrowing , .- . 
but God thy Judge hath heavy things to lay to pzex. 33.10. 
thy charge, before whom thou ſhalt ſhortly Many menha- - © 
with dread appear. | bour for juſt * _ > 
3. The pining and devout Hypocrite, that, oe wen _ | 
being purſued with the fear of Hell, ocs = Pens Ho og 
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Man made in cher, and 1abours for juſt ſo much holineſs as 
ona © will fave him onely, and carry him'to Heaven 


WY > atlaſt.Hence the young man in theGoſpell came. 


Many men 


would have they labour not after ſo much holineſs as will 
holineſs, not 


to honour 


Chriſt, but 
to bear their ſelves. For this is One of the greateſt diffe- 


_. charges to 


Heaven, 


 Thes Fre vert 5. 


with that great queſtion to Chriſt, which many 
unſound hearts come with to Miniſters now, 
What he ſhoald do to inherit eternal life. Theſe 
people ſet up ſuch a man in'their thoughts to 
be a very honeſt man, and one doubtle(s that 
ſhall be ſaved 3 and hence they will take him 
to be their copy and ſampler, and labour to 
do as he doeth, and to live jult as he lives, and 
to hold opinions as he holds, and fo hope to. 
be ſaved. They will ask very inquititively, 
I hat is the leaſt meaſure of grace, and the leaft 
grain of faith? and the belt Sermons are not 
ſuch as humble them moſt, but ſuch a flatter 
them beſt ; wherein they may hear how well | 
good deſires are accepted of by God 3 which 
if they hear to be of that vertue to fave them, 
God ſhall be ſerved only with: good deſires, 
and the Devil in their adions all their lives. 
. Fhus they make any-thing ſerve for God: 


honour Chrift, but after juſt ſo much as will 
bear their charges to Heaven, and ſave theme 


rences betwixt a child of God and an hypo« 
crite. In their obedience, the one takes up 
duties out of loveto Chriſt, to have him; and 
hence he mourns daily, becauſe Chriſt is no. 
greater gainer by himz the other out of love. 
to himſelf, meerly to ſave his own foul. and. 
hence he mourns for his ſins,becauſe they may . 
damn him. Remember that place therefore, |/ 
1 Cor, 15, ult, "_ 
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Laſtly, labour to get this Image of God re- Man made jn 
newed again. Honeſt men will Jabour to pay A &> 
their debts: this is God's debt. How do men 
labour to be in the faſhion? better to be out Uſe-6: 
of the world than out of the faſhion, To be God's Image 
like God is Heaven's faſhion, Angels faſhion, muſt be re-. 
and it will be in faſhion one day, when the en. 
Lord Feſus (hall appear : then if thou haſt the goq js the 
ſuperſcription and image of the Devil,and not faſhion of | 
the Image of God upon thee, God and Chriſt Heaven and 
will never own thee at that day. Labour there- ANG ME 

PHY gain 
fore to have God's Image reltored again, and the Image of 
Satan's waſh'd out: ſeek not, as many do,,to God. 

- purchaſe ſuch and ſuch a grace firſt : But, 

1. Labour to mortifie and ſubdue that fin 
which is oppoſite in thine heart to that grace. > 
Firſt put off the old man, and then put on the Rom. 6.7, + 
new, EM 4-7 | 1/4 

2. Labour for a melting tender heart for 
the leaſt fin. Gold is then only fit to receive 
the impreſſion when it is tender and is melt- 
ed: when thine heart is heated therefore at a | 
Sermon, cry out, Lord now ſirike, now im- 
print thine Image upon me. 

3. Labour toſee the Lord Jeſus in his glory. 
For as wicked men looking upon the evil ex- 
ample of great ones in the world, that will 
| bear them out, grow like'them in. villany : fo 

the very beholding the gloriowgrace in Chriſt, 
the great Lord of glory, transformeth men in- 
tothis Image, 2 Cor. 3.16, 17. As the glaſs 
ſet full againſt the Sun receives not onely 
the beams, as all other dark bodies do, but the 
Image of the Sun : ſo: the underſtanding 
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| Manmadein with open face beholding Chriſt, is turned in- 
a bleſſed © to the Image and likeneſs of Chritt. Men 


[hi if | s .- .ftate. | 
UB LEG YR now adays look onely to the beſt mens lives, . 
[HRFR +: OST" 

009} | ar and fee how they walk and relt here: Oh 
INE: | 6, PIO . | 

j ment” >  Jook higher to this bleſſed face of God in i©Þ 
104 LH Chriſt as thine own. As the application of the | 


{cal to the wax imprints the Image: {0 to view. 


16 f the grace of Chriſt as all thine, imprints the. 
WILLIE F 

44 0 {ame Image ſtrongly on thy ſoul. I come now 
FR to the third principal Head in order, which 


Wks ſhall infiſt upon out of Rom. 3.23. All bave 
FIR - fi __; and are deprived of the glory of God, © 


CHAP. III. 
* >—traray That all mankind 5 fallen by Li from that 
bas ery glorious eftate he was made in, into a moſt 


by his Fall. woful and miſerable condition. 


5 E Devil abuſing the Serpent, and man 
abuſing his own free-will, overthrew 


**. Adam, and in him all his poſterity by fi in, 
Y Gen. 3.1,2 3, &*c, 
Now man's miſery appears in theſe two. 
things. 


E 1. His miſery in regard of Sin, 

| 2, His miſery in regard of the conſe- 

quences of Sin, 

j 1. His miſery in regard of fin appears in. 

| 4 RES _ particulars, '# 

[1'* 1 Man's miſery 1, Every man living is born guilty of A-'i: 
| | Shop Wy Fe s fin. Now the juſtice and cquity of God; 
fn layingthis fintoevery man's charge,though! 

none of Adam's poſterity perſonally commit-% 

ted it, appears thus, Fir a, ; 
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Firſt, If Adam ſtanding, all mankind had Man's miſery © 
ſtood 3: then it-is equal, that he fallzzg, all his by his fall. - 
poſterity ſhould fall. All our eſtates. were Re. 
ventured in this ſhip : therefore if we ſhould 
have' been partakers of his gains, it he had 
continued ſafe, it's fit we ſhould be partakers 
of his loſs too. ps | 

But ſecondly, we were all in Adam, as a 
whole Country in a Parliament-man 3. the 
whole Country doth what he doth. And al- 
though we made no particular choice of Adam Men were all 
to ſtand, for us, yet the Lord made it for us; in Adamasa © 
who, being Goodneſs it ſelf; bears more good Whole coun- 
will to man, than he can or could bear to him- Ie Enkei 
ſelf; and, being Wiſdom it ſelf, made the man. 
wilſeſt choice, and took the wiſeft courſe for * 
the good of man. For this made moſt for 
mens ſafety and quiet : for it he had ſtood, all 
fear of loſing our happy eſtate had vaniſhed ; 
whereas if every man had been left to ſtand or 
fall for himſelf, a man would ever have been 
in fear of falling. 

And again,this was the ſure way to haveall 
mens eſtates preſerved : for having the charge 
of the cſiates of- all men that ever-ſhould be 
in the world, he was the more preſſed to look 
the more about him, and ſo to be more watch- 
full that he be not robbed, and fo undo and 
procure the curſes of ſo many. thouſands a- | 
gaink him. Adam was the head of mankind, 1,» the © 
and all mankind naturally are members of that head of man  -- 
Head 3 and it the head invent andiplot trea- kind- # 
WW fon, and che head pradtife treaſon againſt the 
= King or State,the whole body js found guilty, 

| "a 


<* 42, 8 
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Man's wy and the whole body mult needs ſuffer. -Aden | 

by his fall. was the poyſoned root and ciſtern of all man 

kind : now the branches and-ſtreams being in. 

Nt the root and ſpring originally, they therefore 

it Wh are tainted with the ſame poyloned principles, 

i ih If theſethings ſatisfy not,God hath a day com- 
| 


WIN | ing wherein he will reveal his own righteous 

Walt proceedings before Men and Angels,Rom.2.4. 

WT. Ofc 1- Oh that men would conſider this fin, and 

MATE The _— "od that the contideration of it could humble peo- 

een BY —"y py ples hearts ! If any mourn for fin, it is for the 
molt part for other foul actual ſins,few for this 
ſin that firſt made the breach and began the 
controverſic betwixt God and Man. Next un- 

_ to the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and contempt 
of the Goſpel, this is the greateſt fin that crieth 
loudeſt in God's ears for vengeance day and 
night againli a world of men. For now mens 
{ins are againſt God in their bale and wo e- 
ſtates but this fin was committed againſi 
hovab,when man was at the top of his preter- 
ment. Rebellion of a Traitor on a dunghil is 
not ſo great as of a favourite in court. Little 
{ins againſt light are made horrible: no fin by 
any man committed, was ever againſt ſo much. 
light as Adam had. This fin was the firft that. 
ever diſpleaſed God. Drunkenneſs deprives 
God of the glory of Sobriety; Whoring, of 
Chaſtity : but this fin darkens the very San, 

The ſin of defaces all the Image of God, the glory of . 

Adam defa- Man, and the glory of God in man that. 

er a; the firſt ſin ever did-thee miſchief. -This j 


_ i. n, like a Captain, hath gathered together all 
thoſe troops-and {warms of fins that now wlll - 
hold”: 
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| | fed One Lear for as yet, and fce thy. miſery by 
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hold upon thee. Thank this fin for an hard _ s miſery 


| heart thou ſo much complaineſt of : thank ÞY his fall 


this ſin for that helliſh darkneſs chat over- ,, 

ſpreads thee. This hath raiſed Satan, Death, qc o now: | 

Takabne, Hell, and Heaven againſt thee. - darts fin. 
Oh conſider theſe fins that are packt up in 


this evil. 1. Fearful Apoſtafie from God like 1. Anni 
' a Devil. 2. Horrible Rebellion againft God, 2 Rebellion. 


in joyning fides with the Devil, and caking 
God's greateſt enemy's part againſt God. 

2, Woful Oy in ſuſpeQing God's threats 3- Unbelie, 
to be true. 4. Fearful Blaſphemy, in con- 4- Blaſphe- 


| ceiving the Devill (God's enemy and Man's '®J- 


murtherer ) to be more true in his temptati- 

ons than God in his threatnings, 5. Horrible 5. Pride. 
Pride, in thinking to make this fin of cating 

the Forbidden Fruit to be a ſtep and a ſtair to > 

riſe higher, and to be like God himſelf. 

6. Fearful-Contempt of God; making bold 5. Contempt 
to ruſh upon the ſword of the threatning ſe- of God. 
cretly, not fearing the Plague denounced. 

7. Horrible Unthankfulneſs, when God had. 7. Unthank- 
given all but one tree, and yet he mult be fulneſs. 


| fingering that to0. 


8. Horrible Theft, in taking that which 8. Theft. 
was none of his own. # ' ""& 
9. Horrible Idolatry, in doting upon and 9. Iolatry, © 
loving the Creature more than God the Cre- WT 

ator who is blefſed forever. 
- \You therefore that now ſay, No man can 


| fay black-is your cye, you' have lived civilly 


all your dayes,look.upon this one grievous fin, 
take a full view of it, which thou haſt never 


it, 
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Man's miſery it. and —_ at God's patience he hath ſpa 
by hs fall. red thee who waſt born branded with it, ao] 
\—'Y'Y haſt lived guilty of it, and muſt periſh for ever 
for it, if the Lord from Heaven pity thee not, 
Secondly, But here js not all : conlider, Secondly, e. 
dead in in. very man is born ſtark dead in fin, Eph. 2, 1, 
he is born empty of every inward principle df 
lite, void of all grace, and hath no more good 
in him ( whatſoever he thinks ) than a dead 
carrion hath. And he is under the power of fin, 
as a dead man is under the power of death,and 
cannot perform any a& of life : their bodies 
are living coffins to carry a dead foul up and 

down in. 
Beſt ations ?Tis true (I confeſs) many wicked men do 
of the wick- many good ations, as praying, bearing, almr- 
ry how fin- 1.eds; but it is not from any inward principk 
. of life, External motives, like plummets ona 
dead ( yet artificial) clock (erthem a-running, 
Fehu was zealous but it was only for a King- 
dom the Phariſees gave alms only to be {cen 
1 - of men. If one write a Will with a dead man's 
j hand deceaſed, that Will cannot ftand in any 
Law > it was not his will; becauſe it was-not 
writ by him. by any inward principle of life of 
his own. Pride mals a man preach, . pride 
makes a man hear, and pray ſometimes. Self 
love ſtirs up Qtrange deſires in men, fo that we 
may ſay, this is none of God's act by his gract 
in the foul, but pride and ſelf-love. Brings. 
dead man to the fire, and chafe him, and rub 
him, you may produce ſome heat by this ex- 
cernal working upon him ; but take him from 
the fixe again and he is ſoon cold : fo many 


PR 
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man that lives under a found Miniſter, under Man's miſery 
the Jaſhes and knocks of a chiding, ſtriving Þy his fall. 
Conſcience, he hath ſome heat in him, ſome af- 


feRions, ſome fears, ſome delires, ſome ſor- 


rows ſtirred 3 yet take him from the Miniſter, 
and his chafing Conſcience, and he grows cold 
again preſently, becauſe he wants an inward. 


principle of life. 


Which point might make us to take up a 


"I. 


Uſe 2. 


bitter lamentation for every natural man. Itis Of lamenta- 


ſaid, Exod. 12. 30. That there was agreatcryin mY 


Egypt, for there was not an houſe wherein here 
was 40t one found dead. O Lord, in ſome 
Towns and Families what a world of theſe 
are there ? Dead husband,dead wite,dead ſer- 


vants, dead children, walking up and down -: 
with their ſins, (as Fame ſaith ſome men do-- 


after death) with grave-cloaths about them 


and God onely knows whether ever they ſhall | 


live again or not. How do men lamentthe 
loſs of their dead Friends! - Oh thou haſt a 
precious ſoul in thy boſome (tark.dead 3 there- 


fore lament thine eſtate, and conlider it fe- 


riouſly, 


Firlt, a dead man cannot ſtir, nor offer to 11, av 


to ſhake'off his fins, nor think one good 
thought. Indeed he-may ſpeak and think of 


good things, but he cannot have good ſpeeches + 
nor good thoughts: as an holy man may think 


ot-evil things, as of the ſins of the times; but 
the thought of thoſe evil things is good, not 


evil; foe contra, D Seconde. | 


"a 


| ſtir: a wicked man cannot ſpeak one good Natural man 
| word, or do any good action, if Heaven it 15 dead while 
ſelf did lie at the fake for doing it,- nor offer ® 


e hves. 
. Dead men 
cannot ſtir, 


34 
Man's miſery 
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gErs. 


refuſe the 
beſt offers. 


neither hear 
nor ſee. 


- 5. Dead men 
F are ſenſlels. 


6, Dead men 
are ſpeech- 
leſs. 

7, Dead men 
are breath- 
lels, 


>. Dead men {-&t Minifters bring a natural man ding 
fear nodan- the approach of the devouring plagues of Ga 


3- Dead men ,-copt of the belt offers. Let Chriſt come 
- him to.take his bloud, himſelf, his Kingdom, 


| 4- Dead men - Fourthly, adead man. is tak blind, and.can 


The Sincere Convert. 
Secondly, a dead man fears no dangers, 
though never ſo great, though never ſo ne 


denounced, he fears them.not. - 
Thirdly, a dead man cannot be drawn to, 


out of Heaven, and fall about. the neck of a 
natural man,and with tears in-his eyes beſeech 


and leave his fins , he cannot receive this 
offer. | 


{ce nothing, and fark deat, and hears nothing, 
he cannot taſt any thing : lo a natural man. is. 


I Ce 23 37 nk blind, he ſees no God, no Chriſt, ng 


wrath of the Almighty, no glory of Heaven, 
He hears the voice of a man, but:he hears not 
the voice of God in a Sermon ; He: ſavoureth 
not tbe things of God's Spirtt. | 
Fifthly, a dead man is ſenſle(s, and feels, 
nothing : ſo,cat}-mountains of fin upona wic+ 
ked man, he feels no hurt, _ until. the flames of: 
hell break out upon him. F 
Sixthly, a dead man is.a ſpeechleſs, man, he 
cannot ſpeak/unleſs it be like a Parrot, F 
Seventhly,. he-is a breathleſs man, A nay, 
tural man may ſay a, prayer, or deviſc aprayet. 
out of his. memory and wit, or he may havea; 
tew. ſhort-winded wiſhes 3 but to pour out his: 
ſoul in prayer, in the boſome of God, with: 
£:0ans unutterable;he cannot, I wonder not tO! 
ſce ſo many Familics without, Family-prayes5// 
Why? They aredead men, and lie rottingin' 
their tins, KigunIng | 
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; Eighthly, a dead tan hath loſt all beauty ; Man's raffery 
ſoa mecrnatural manharhloftall glory; he Þy his fall.” 
CE is an uply creature in the fight of God, good Ons 
| Men, and Angels, and fhall one day be an ab- want ens 


Fas gil = 


horring to all fleſh. , Fa 5 | 
, Ninthly,a dead man hath his worms gnaw- 9. Dead men 
| ing him: ſo natural men have the worm of have worms 
FF conſcience breeding now, which will be gnay- 5217507 
ing them ſhortly. | LTH : 
Laftly, dead men want nothing but caliing 10.Dead men 
into the grave: fo there wants nothing but ar< calt into 
caſting into hell for a natural man. So that as adn 
Abraham loved Sarah well while living, yet | 
when ſhe was dead , he feeks for a butymmg= 
place for her to carry her out of his ſight :** {o 
God may let ſome fearfal judgment looſe; 'and 
fay to it, "Take this dead foul out of my fight, 
Oe, It wasa Wonder that Lagirw, though ly- 
ing but four days in the grave, ſhould live a- 
gait. Oh, wonder thou, that ever God ſhould 
let thee live, that halt been rotting in thy fn 
twenty, thirty , perhaps ſixty yeats- toge- 
HI. Every natural man and wottian is born Tpjq1y, 
full of all fin, Rom. 1. 29. as fall as a Toad is Natural nien 
of poifon, 4s full as ever his skin can hold; are born full 
mind, will, eyes, mouth, every linib of His of fin. 

body, and every piece of his ſoul is full of fin. . | 
Their, hearts are bundels of fit: hence Solo- . 
mon ſaith, Fooliſhneſs is bound up in the htart of 

4 ebild;, whole treaſutes of fin, An evil man 

(faith Chriſt) vat of the evil treaſure of bis 
beart, bringeth forth evil things; nay, raging 
ſeas of ſin. The tongue is a world of miſchicts Jam. 3. 6+ 
rn By, What 
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finking fink-hole of all Atheiſme, Sodamy,. 
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The Sincere Convert. |þ 


What is the heart then ? For out of the abun. 

dance of the heart the tongue ſpeaketh : fo that 
look about thee and ſee, what-ever {in is ; 
broached, and runs out of any man's heart 
into his life through the whole world , all 
thoſe fins are-in thine heartz thy mind is a 
neſt of all the foul Opinions and Hereties that 
ever were vented by any man thy heart isa 


nd oo we a1 


Blaſphemy, Murther, Whoredom, Adultery, 
Witchcraft, Buggety, ſo that if thou halt any 
good thing in thee, it is but as a drop of Roſe- 


all corrupted. 
It. is true, thou feeleft not all theſe things 
{irring in thee at' one time, no more than Ha- 
zact thought he was or ſhould be ſuch a bloud- 
ſucker, when he asked the Prophet Eliſha if 
he were a Dog : but they arc in thee likea neſt 
of Snakes in an old hedge. Although they 
break not out into thy lite, they lie lurking in 
thy heartz they are there as a filthy puddk 
in a barrel, which runs not out, becauſe thou' 
haply wanteſt the temptation or- occaſion, to. 
broachand tap thine heart,or becauſe of God's 
rcftraining grace by Fear, Shame, Edncation, 
and good Company, thou art refirained and bris. 
dled up. And ther:fore'when ane came: to} 
comfort that famous picture, pattern,and mor 
nument of God's juſtice by ſeven years hor-.- 
ror and grievous diſtreſs of conſcience, when; 
one told him he never had committed ſuch fins,” 
as Manaſſes , and therefore he' was not. the. 
greateſt ſinner {ince the Creation., as he cons\* 
| ceived, 
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ceived; he replied, that he Ha have been Man's miſery 


worſe than ever Manaſſes was, it he had lived 
in his time, and been on his Throne. 

Mr. Bradford would never have lookt upon 
any ones lewd life with one eye, but he would 
preſently return within his own breaſt with 
the other eye, and ſay, In this my vile breaſt re- 
mains that ſin, which without God's ſpecial grace 
I ſhould have malwirtcd as well as he, Oh me- 
thinks this might pull down mens proud con- 
ceits of themſelves, eſpecially ſuch as bear up 
and comfort themſelves in their ſmooth, ho- 
ne{tcivil life, ſuch as through education have 
- been waſhed from all foul ſins: they were ne- 


S ver tainted with whoredome, ſwearing,drun- 


by his fall. 
i ae; 


Mr. Bradford. 


kenneſs, or prophaneneſsz and here they - 


think themſelves fo ſafe, that God cannot find 
in his heart to have a thought ot damning 
them. 

Oh conſider ofthis point, which may make 
| thee pull thine hair from thine head, and 
| turn thy cloaths to ſackcloth, and run up and 


down with amazement and paleneſls in thy | 
{ face,and horror in thy conſcience, and tears in - 


| thine eyes. What though thy life be ſmooth 
| What though thy outlide, thy ſepulchre-be 
painted? Oh thou art full of rottenneſs, of 


| fin, within. Guilty, not before met, as the 


; finsof thy life make theez but before God, of 
| all the fins that ſwarm and roar in the whole 
{ world at this day : for God looks tothe 
heart: guilty thou art therefore of. heart- 
whoredom, heart-ſodomy, heart-blaſphemy, 


| heart-drunkenneſs, heart- buggery, heart-_ 
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Man's miſery oppreſſion, Mart-idolatry 3 and theſe arethe 


by bis fall. fins that terribly proyoke the wrath. of AE 
Anke: * _*_ * mighty God againft thee, Iſa. 57. 17. Fn 
i il | the iniquity of bis cavetonſneſs ( faith our 
W 1 Tranſlation) I ſmote him, but the Hebray 
[if j renders it better, For the iniquity. of bis cox 


LRON eupiſcence ( which is the fin gi his heart and 
TIOOW S. | nature) T1 ſmote him. As a King is 
(INE. and muſters up his Army againfi Rebels, not 
onely which bring their Souldiers out to tight, | 
but who keep Souldiers in their Frenches1& 
dy for to fight. Theſe fins of thine heart 
are all ready armed to fight againſt God at 
the watch-word or alarm of any temptation: 8 
rw DF. dare affirm, and will prove it, that 
_—_ ve theſe fins provoke God to anger, and are # 
thenthe ſins bad, it not worſe then the fins of thy lik 
of the life. For, 
1. The fin of thine heart or nature is the 


cauſe, the womb that contains, breeds, brings 
forth, fuckles all the litter, all the troop & 
fins that are in thy life 3 and therefore, giving 
life, and being; to all other, it's the greatek 
ſin. ; 
2. Sin is more abundant]y in the heart then 


LE” the lite. An actual fin is but a little breach 
made by the ſea of in in thine heart , where 
all fin,*all poiſon is met and mivgled toge- 
ther. Every. aQual fin is but as a ſhred bro 
ken off from- the great bottom of fin in the 
heart : and hence Chriſt ſaith, Ot of the 
bundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh 3 an 
WETK out of the evil tceaſure of the heart me brig 
"q forth evil things, A man ſpending money (1 

{ be” mea 


Ie 


' fins of the life flie out like ſparks, and va- heartbreak 


we TT 537 


open field. The heart is Chriſt's throne, - A 


_ outward houſe. More I might ſay, but thus 


others are, but look upon thy black feet, _ 
look within thine own heart, and lament that Sins of the 
in regard of thy ſins there thou art as bad as go f why 


finfu), that it is thy natureto be proud, and the life. 


* The Sincere Convert, WW 39 
mean fin in the life) is nothing to his treaſure Man's miſery 
of {in in the heart. > by his fall. 
3. Sin is continually in the heart. Actual —_—_ 


niſh, but this brand is always glowing, within. out like 

The Toad ſpits poyſon lometimes, but it re- _ m the 

tains .and keeps a poyſonful nature always. wm 

Hence. the Apolile calls it Sin that dwells in 

me, that is, which always lies and remains in 

me. So that, in regard of the fins of thy heart, 

thou doſt rend in pieces and break, 1. All 

the Laws of God, 2. At one clap, 3. Every 

moment of thy life. Oh, methinks the thought 

of this might rend an heart of rock in'pleces, 

to think I am always grieving God, at all 

times whatſoever I do. | H 
4+ Actual fins are onely in the life and 4; $Sjn 6f the 

outward Porch fins of the heart are within life is as in 

the inward Houſe, One enemy within the = Porch, 

City is worſe than many without ; a Traitor clans 

on the Throne is worſe than a Traitor in the the Houſe. 


Swine in the beſt room is worſe than in the 


you ſee fins of the life are not ſo bad, nor _ 
provoke God*s wrath ſo fiercely againſt thee, © __ 
as the fins of thine heart. Rejoice not there- 
fore ſo much that thou haſt not been ſo bad as 


pro- 


any ; mourn not ſo much meerly that thou ,,,;e than 
haſt finned, as that thou haſt a nature fo che fins of 


D 4 thy 
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Man's miſery thy nature to he vain and deceitful; and loath 
pg ona not onely thy fins but thy ſelt tor thy fin, be. 
rs as Ee ing brim-full of unrighteouſneſs. But het 
WAR is not all; conſider fourthly, | 
(HR j mation IV. That what-ever a natural man dots 
(NPs. / # fm. As the infide is full, ſo: the out-fide 


jr AM 15 ſinful as 

MN coming from is nothing elſe but finz at leaſt in the f ght 
FTE a natural of an holy God, though not in the ft gh of 
WES MT. blind ſinful men. Indeed he may do many 


things which for the matter of them ar 
good 3 as he way grve alms, pray, faſt, come 
to Church, but as they come from him they 
are fin : as a man may ſpeak good words, 
but we cannot endure to hear him ſpeak, be. 
'A&ions of Cauſe of his ſlinking breath which defile 
wicked men them. Some aQions indeed from their ge- 
are only evil.'neral nature are indifferent, for all indif- 
ferences lie in generals : but every deliberate 
ation confidered in individuo, with all its 
circumltances, as time, place, motive, end, is 
cither morally. good, or morally evil, as may 
be proved cali ly; morally good in good men, 
morally evil in unregenerate and bad men, 
For let us ſee particular ations of wicked 
men. 
1. All their -9*.ag are onely evil, and 
that continually, Gen. 6 
- rrords. 2. All their words are : fins, Pſalm 5 ©, 16. 
Rom. 3-13- Their mouths are open ſepulchres, which ſmell 
| - Filthily when they are opened, 


1. Thoughts 


+ 3.Civi - 3, All their civil a&ons are fins, as theit 
4 ao Þ _ eating, drinking, buying, (clling, flceping,and 
8 | ploughing; Prov. 21. 4. a 


M0 =_—” 4+ All their religious attions are fins , 
8 il ; | coin 


% 
| 's F . 
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coming to Church, praying, Prov, 15s $, 9, Man's mifery 
28. 9. faſting, and mourning: roar and pot by bis tulk 
out of thy ſelf till dooms-day, ey are lins, 

Iſai, 58. 

. All their moſt- zealous aflions are ſins; 5 5. Zealous 
As Jebu, who kilPd all Baal's Prieſts ; becauſe actions. 
his ation wasoutwardly and materially good, 


| therefore God rewarded him with temporal 


favours 3 but becauſe he had an Hawk's eyc 
to get and ſettle a Kingdom to himſclt by this 
means, and {9 was Theologically evil, there- 
fore God threatens to be revenged upon him, 
Hoſea 1. 4+ 

6, Their Wiſdom is fin. Oh, men are often 6. Wiſdom. | 
commended for their wiſdom, wit and parts 3 : 
yet thoſe wits and that wiſdom of theirs is f n, 
Rom, '8. The wiſdom of the fleſh is enmity a- 
gainſt God. 
Thus all they have or do are ſins 3 for - 

how can he do any good action whoſe perſon 
is filthy? A corrupt tree cannot bring forth 

good fruit : thou art out of Chriſt, therefore 
al thy good things, all thy Kindneſſes done 
unto the Lord, and for the Lord, as thou 
thinket , are moſt odious to him. Let a 
woman ſeek to give all the content to her F 
husband that may be, not out of any love to 
him, but onely out of love to another man, 
he abhors all that ſhe doth. Every wicked 


Wicked men 


man wants an inward principle of love to want a prin- 
God and Chriſt, and theretore though he ciple of love. 
ſeeks to honour God never ſo much, all that to - up and 
he doth being done out of love to himſelf, Chriſt. 


God abhors all that he performs, All the 
good 


tn 
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Man's miſery good things a wicked man doth are for him 

by his fall. {@]}F_ either for ſelf-credit, or ſelf-eaſe, 

EAN - ſelf content, ' or felf- ſafety 3 he ſleeps, prays 

000 RO hears, ſpeaks, profeſſeth for himſelf alone: 

(HEE. hence aQting always for himſelf, he commig. 
teth the higheſt degree of Idolatry, he pluck 
God out of his Throne, and makes himſelf; 
God, becauſe he makes himſelf his laſt end 
in every action: for a man puts himſelf in 
the room of God as well by making himf{el 

Jer. 20. 13. his finis wltimw, as if he ſhould make him-W 

_ ſelf Primum principiunm, Sin is a forſaking 
or departing from God. Now every natural 
man remaining always in a ftate of fſepar-W | 
tion from God, becauſe he always wants the 
bond of union, which is faith, is alwayes ſw | 
ning, God's curſe lies upon him, there- 
fore he brings out nothing but briers and 
thorns. _ | 

ff Obje&. But thou wilt ſay, If our praying, 
cork and hearing be fin, why ſhould we do theſe ts 
ties? We maſt a0t ſin. 

* Anſw. Anſw. 1. Good duties are good in them- 
ſelves, although coming 'from thy vile hear 
they are fins. | 

2, It is lefs fin to do them, than to omit 
them; therefore if thou wilt go to hell, goin 
the faireſt path thou canſi thither. | 

| 3. Venture and try, it may be God may 

g_ hear, - not for thy prayers ſake, but for his 

be performed name's ſake. The anmuſt Judge holp the pow 

though we yy;dow, not becauſe he loved her ſuit, bit 
<p for her importznity; and ſo be ſure thou ſhalt 
© ai have nothing if thou doſt not ſeek. Whit 

| | though 
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though thou art a Dog? yet thou art alive, Man's mifery 
and art for the preſent under the Table.Catch Þy his fall. 
not at Chriſt, ſnatch not at his bread, but © V 
wait till God give thee him it may be thou 

mayeft have him one day. Oh wonder then at 

God's patience, that thou liveſt one day lon- 

ger, who haſt all thy life-time, like a filthy 

toad, ſpit thyvenom in the face of God, that 

he hath never been quit of thee. Oh look 

| upon that black bill that will one day be put 

in againſt thee at the great day of account, 
where thou muſt anſwer with flames of fire 
about thine ears, not onely for thy dtunken- 
ne(s, thy bloudy oaths and whoring, / but for 
all the aGtions of thy ſhort life ;.: and juſt fo 
many aGions, ſo many ins. . 

Thou haſt painted thy face over now with come men 
good duties and good delires and a little ho- think God 
nelty amongfi ſome men is of that worth and Þ<holden to 
rarity, that they think God is beholden to 7 for.any 
them if he can get any good ation from them. : 

But when thy painted face ſhall be brought 

before the fire of God*s wrath, then thy vile- 

neſs ſhall appear before Men and Angels. Oh 

know it, that as thou doltnothing elſe but fin, 

ſo God heaps up wrath againſt the dreadfull 

day of wrath. 

; Thus much for man's miſery in regard of 
a, 

; 'x Now followeth his miſery in regard of the yarns miſery 
conſequents or miſeries that tollow upon in, in regard'o 

And theſe are | conſequents. 


4 1. Preſent, 


£20 Future, 


Pd 


Firſt, 


44 The Sincere Convert. 
Man's miſery Firſt, man's preſent milſeries that already 
by his fall. 1je on him for ſin are theſe ſeven: that is, |. 
_ OY Firſt, God is bis dreadfull enemy , Pſaln 
Man's vreſenr Jo Jo | 
miſeries. Duet. How way one know another to bil 

his enemy ? 

Anſw. x. By their looks. 2. By their threats, 


3. By their blows. So God ; 
1. Hidez' his face from every natural man, | 
i 


and will not look upon him, Iſai. 59. 2. 
2, God threatens, nay curſeth every natural iſ 
man, Gal, 3-10. 
3. God gives them heavy, bloudy laſheson | 
| their ſouls and bodies. i 
An currars Never tell me” therefore that God bleſſeth Ik 
eſtate no cer- thee in thine outward eltate: no greater {1 gn 
rain ſign of of God's wrath, than for the Lord to give 
© God's blel- thee thy ſwing ; as a Father never looks afte 
V+ img. a deſperate Son , but lets him run where he 
pleaſes. And if God be thine enemy, then 
every creature is {o too, both in Adeaven and in. 
Earth. 

Secondly , God hath forſaken them, and 
they bave lift God, Epheſ. 2.12. It is ſaid, 
that in the prievous Famine of Samaris 
Ia. 55. 6, Doves-dung was fold at a large price, be- 

cauſe they wanted bread. O! men live and: 
pine away without God, without bread ; and 
therefore the dung of Worldly contentments 
is eſteemed ſo much of : thou haſt loſt the 
ſight of God, and the favour of God, and the 
{ſpecial prote&tion of God,and the government 4 
of God. Cain's puniſhment lies upon thee 
in thy natural eſtate,thoy art a Knnagate. =_ : 
tne. 
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8 the face of God , and from his face thou art Man's miſery 
| hid. Many have grown mad to ſee their houſes Þy bis fall. 
nM burnt, andall their goods lolti. Oh, but God *© 
the greateſt good is loſt. This loſs made 
x Saul cry out indiſtreſs. of conſcience, 1 Sam. 
28.15. ThePhiliſtins make war againſt me, 
8 and God is departed from me : the lols of the 
ſweetneſs of whole preſence, for a little while _ 
WW onely, made the Lord Jeſus cry out, My 
| God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? 
1 whereas thou haſt loſt God all thy life-time. 
Oh , thou haſt an heart of braſs, that canſi 
nW not mourn for his abſence ſo long. The 
EE damned in Hell have Joſi God, and know it, 
kh and fo the plague of deſperate horror lieth 
nW upon themz thou haſt loſt God here, | but 
eo knowelt it not; and the plague of.an hard 
a W heart licth upon thee, thou cantt not mourn 
x {Wor this loſs. | 
n Thirdly, they are condemned men : con- 
n.{Wdemned in the Court of God's Juflice by © : 
the Law, which cries Treaſon, Treaſon againtt omen pro 
the moſt high Godz and condemned in the jcience his _ 
Court of Mercy by the Goſpel, which cries Accuſer, the 
Murther, Murther againſt the Son of God, he Hes 
Fob 3. 18. {o that every natural man is dam: Ln | 
ncd in Heaven and damned on Earth. God: word his 
is thy all-ſeeing terrible Judge : Conſcience Doom, 
Is thine Accuſer, an heavy Witneſs 3 this ns = | 
World is thy Gaol thy Lutts are thy Fetters : Gm. kv 
Win this Bible is pronounced and writ thy ment. -_ 
Doom, thy Sentence > Death is thy Hang- | 
an, and that tire that ſhall never go out thy 
Wrorment, The Lord hath in his infinite pati- 
FE ence 
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Man's miſery ence reprieved thee for a time: O take heed 
by his fall. 2nd get a pardon before the day of Executiq 
6 come. - $7 

4 Fourthly, being condemned take him 
 Goaler, hes a bondſlave #0 Satan, Eph. 2.4, 
for , his ſervants ye are whom ye obey, faith 
Chriſt. Now every natural man doeth the Þ 
Devil's drudgery, and carricth the Devil\ 
pack 3 and howſoever he faith he defieth the 
Devil, yet he fins, and fo doeth his work 
Satan hath overcome and conquered all men 
in Adam, and therefore they are under hi 
bondage and dominion. And though he cats 
not compell a man to fin againſt his will, ye 
he hath power, © p 
Firſt, to preſent and allure man's heat 
with a finfall temptation. 
E 4 Secondly, to follow him with it, if at ful 
he be ſomething ſhie of it. 
Thirdly, to diſquiet and rack him if he 


To 


” willnot yield, as might be made to appeari 
many inltances. | 
_ Fourthly, befides,he knows mens humoun 


as poor, Wandring, beggerly Gentlemen do 
their friends in neceflity, ( yer in ſeeming 
courtehie) he viſits and applies himſelf unto 
Maris fearfut REM, and ſo gains them as his own. Oh ! be 
emhes ep is.in k feartull ſlavery who is under Satan's dv 


Satan. minion, who is 
x.. A ſecret I. A ſecret enemy to thee. 
enemy. 2. Adeceitful enemy to thee, that will mak 


2. A deceitful 2 Man believe (as he did Evah, even int 
enemy. integrity) that he is in a fair way, when WJ" 
condition is miſerable. | 


3. of 
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3; He bs a crwel enemy or Lord over them Man's miſery 
that be his {laves, 2 Cor, 4+ Zo, He gags them by his fall. | 


i that they cannot ſpeak, (as that man that 


| had a dumb devil) neither for God, nor to 


c> CoCÞ ami 
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three hours after the market, the Sermon, is 


God in prayer he ftarves them, fo as no Ser- 
mon ſhall ever do them good ; he robs them 
of all they get in God's Qrdinances within 


ended. 
4. He is a ftrong enemy, Luke 11.21. So 


that if all the Devils in Hell are able to keep 
men from coming, out of their ſins, he will. 
So irong an enemy, that he keeps men from 
ſo. much as ſighing or groaning under their 
burthens and bondage 3 Luke r1. 21. When 
the ftronug man keeps the Palace, bis goods are in 
eace, by ; 
Fifthly, He is caſt into utter (Pens cruel 
Gaolersput their priſoners into the worſt dun- 
geons3 ſo Satan doth natural men, 2 Cor, 4. 
3, 4. They ſec no God, no Chriſt ; they ſee 
not the happineſs of the Saints in light ; they 
ſce not thoſe dreadful torments that ſhou]d 


now. in this day of. grace awaken them and 


humble them. Oh thole by-paths which thou- 
ſands wander from God in! thcy have no 
Lamp totheir feet, to ſhew them where they 
erre. Thou that art in thy natural eſtate art 


TK born blind, and the Devil hath blinded thine 


BS WH. ©» 


eyes more by fin, and God in juſtice hath blin= 
ded them worſe for tin fo that thou art ina 
corner of Hell, becauſe thou art in utter dark- 
nels, where thou halt not a glimple of any ſa- 
Ving truth, : 
| Sixthly, 


3. Acruel 
enemy.- 


4- A ſtrong 
enemy. 


I Pet. 2. 9. 
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oy Man's miſery Sixthly,They are bound band and foot inthi 
9. 19 by his fall. © eftate, and cannot come out, Rom.5.6, 1 Cor, 
FAN: : © Wicked 2+ 14+ For all kind of tins, like chains, have 
4+ Ft mens condi- bound every part and faculty of man, ſo that 
(i, 'OÞ tion remedi- he js ſure for liirringz and thoſe are very firong 
i; 38 leſs- in him, they being as dear as his members, nay 


as his life, Col. 3:7. So that when a man be- 
oins to torſake his vile courſes, and purpoſeth 
co become a-new man, Devils fetch him back, 
IYorld enticeth him, and locketh him up} and 
Fleſh faith, Oh, it is too (iti a courſe; fare- 
well then merry days and good fellowſhip, 
Oh, thou mayett wiſh and defire to come out 
ſome time, but canſt not put ſtrength to thy de- 
fire, nor induretodoit. Thou mayeſt hang: 
down thy head like a Bulruſh for fin, but thou” 
canſt not repent of finz thou mayelt pre- 
ſume,but thou canſi not believe : thou maycli 
' come halt way, and forſake fome fins, but not 
all ſins : thou mayelt come and knock at Hex 
ven's gate.as the fooliſh Virgins did3 but not 
cnter in and paſs through the gate : thou may- 
elt ſee the Land of Canaan, and take much 
pains to go into Canaan, and mayelt taſte of 
the bunches of Grapes of that good Land; 
i but never enter into Canaan, into Heaven, but 
6127144 lie bound, hand and foot, in this woful eſtate; 
obo and here thou mayeſi lie and rot like a dead 
48 carcaſc in his grave, until the Lord come and | 
wn” roll away the ttone,and bid thee come out and 
E : live. | hy 
@ 7% Laſtly, They are ready every moment to drif) 
ko ;cinglan ot into Hell, God is a nllming fire againſt thee, 
Hell, and there is but one paper-ivall of thy body bc-' 
tween. 


/ 
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| tween thy Soul and eternal flames. How Man's miſery 
| fon may God flop thy breath ? There is by his Fall. 
| nothing but that between thee and Hell ; -if 

that were gone, then farewell all. Thou 

| art condemhed , and the muffler is before 

| | thine eyes; God knows how ſoon the ladder 

' Þ maybe turned : thou hang(t but by one tot- 

ten twined thread of thy life over the flames 

of Hell every hour. 


| Thus much of Man's preſent miſeries. | 
Now follow his future miſeries, which Man's futute 
"| are to come upon him hereafter. muſerics. 


"| 7. They mult die cither by a ſiidden, ſul r. 

; len, or deſperate death, Pſal. 89. 48. which Wicked meti 

| though it is to a child of God a ſweet ſleep, _ 

| yet to the wicked it is a fearfull curſe pro- © ſe 
ceeding from God's wrath, whence, like a 
Lyon, he tears Body and Soul aſunder : death 
cometh hiſhng upon him, like a fiery Dra- 
gon, with the tiing of vengeance in the mouth 
of it it puts a period to all their worldly. 
Contentments, which then they mult for- 
lake, and carry nothing, away with them but 
a rotten winding-ſheet. It is the —_— 
of all their woe, it is the Captain that fir 

' firikes the ſtroke, and. then Armies of end 
lels woes follow after, Revel. 6. 2. Oh, 
thou had(ſt better be a Toad or a Dog than a 
Man, for there is an end of their troubles 
when they are dead and gone 3 they fall not 

- as men from a ſteep hill, not knowing where 
they ſhall fall. Now repentance is too late, 
eſpecially if thou hadft lived. under means 


before ; it is cither cold repentance, whett 
E the 


cenp VU EM =o 
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GO T7 be Sincere Convert. : 
by his Fall. an hypocritical Repentance , onely for fear 


ſus, receive my Soul. Nay, commonly then 


men die like Lambs, and cry not out 3 then 
it's hard plucking thy Soul from the Devil's 


hands, to whom thou haſt given it all thy 


life by finz and if thou doſt get it back, doſi 


thou think that God will take the Devil's 
leavings ? Now thy day is paſt, and dark- 


neſs begins to overſpread thy Soul 3 now 
flocks of Devils come into thy chamber, 
waiting for thy Soul, to fly upon it as Ma- 
ſiive Dogs when the door is opened. And 
Moſt men this is the reaſon why moſt men die quietly 


that live . 26 ; | 
wickedly. them as his own prey 3 like Pirats, who let 


But theſe times wherein we live are fo poy- 
ſoned and glutted with their eaſe, that it is 
a rare thing to ſee the man that looks death 


_ will lay a bitter firoke on theſe one 
ay. 


Man's miſery the body is weak, and the heart is fick ; or 
' of Hell; and therefore thou ſaylt, Lord Fe.' 


men's hearts are moſt hard, and therefore 


die quietly that lived wickedly , becauſe Satan hath 


a Ship paſs that is empty of goods , but 
ſhoot -commonly at them that are richly 
laden. The Chrittians in ſome parts of the 
primitive Church took the Sacrament every 
day, becauſe they did look to die cvery day, 


ltedfaſily in the face one hour together; but. 


TETFED \ i 
2. | 2, Aﬀter death they appear before the 
After dearh Lord to Judgment, Hebr, g. 27. their Bos. 
f nom - dics indeed rot in their graves, but thelt 
3} condemned v9uls return before the Lord to Judgment, 
"7 before God. Ecclef. 12. 7, The general Judgment is bs: 
ot | | | the 
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theend of the World, when both Body and Man's miſery 
' Soul appears before God and all the World, Þy Þis Fall. 
to an account. But there is a particular * 
judgment that every man meets with after 

this life, immediately at the end of his life, 

where the Soul is condemned onely before 

the Lord. 

You may perceive what this particular Particular 

Judgment is; thus, by theſe four conclufions, Judgment. 

\ 1, That every man ſhould die the firſt day 1. Men 

he was born, is clear 3 for the wages of ſin is ſhould die 
death: in juſtice therefore it ſhould be paid I wy 
of a ſinfull creature as ſoon as he is born. - ns 

2, That it ſhould be thus with wicked 2. Chrift the 
men, but that Chriſt begs their lives for a ſea- Saviour of all 
ſon, 1 Tim. 4, He is the Saviour of all men ; If. in this 
(that is) not a Saviour of eternal preſerva- © 
tion out of Hell, but a Saviour of temporal 
reſervation. from dropping into Hell. 

3. That this ſpace of time thus begged 3. This life a 
by Chriſt, is that ſeaſon wherein onely man time for men 
can make his peace with a diſfpleafed God, nan TR 
2 Cor, 6. 2, | Ng God. 

4. That if men do not thus within this 4. When 
cut of time , when death hath diſpatched death comes, 

Fthem, Judgment onely remains for them Lad ogg 
that is, then their doom is read, their date peace with 
of repentance is out, then their ſentence of God. 
Fercrlafting death is paſſed upon them, that 
Fofver can be recalled again. And this is 
Rdgment after death. He that judgeth bim- 
BF (faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. 31.) ſalt 
R" be judged of the Lord, Now wicked 
Jn will not judge and condemn them- 
* E 2 ſelves 
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Man's miſery ſelves in this life, therefore at the end of it 
by his Fall. God will judge them. All natural Men are 
Mars lo a. 10ſt in this lite, but they may be found and 
ter death is recovered again : but a Man's loſs by death 


Irrecover- Is jrrecoverable, becauſe there is no mean 


able; for by after death to reſtore them, there is no friend 
death all 


means are ! __ 4 : 
cur of, Which Faith is wrought, and men get into 


Chriſt , there is no power of returning or 
repenting then for night is come, and the 
day is paſt. "2 
After death Again, the puniſhment is ſo heavy, that 
all the they can onely bear wrath , ſo that all their 


_—_ thoughts and affeQions are taken up witi 


are taken up {he burthen, And therefore Dives cries out, 


with the bur= I am tormented, Oh that the conſideration 
then of of this point might awaken every ſecure Sin- 
Wrath. ner ! What will become of thine immoit! 
Soul when thou art dead ? Thou fayeſt, 1 
know not, I hope well. I tell thee there: 
fore that which may ſend thee mourning to 
thy houſe; and quaking to thy grave : It 
thou dieſt in this eſtate, thou ſhalt not dic 
like a Dog, nor yet like a Toad 3, bur after 
death comes judgment : then farewel! friends, 
when dying 3 and farewell God for ever, 
when thou art dead. 
The terrour Now the Lord open your eyes to ſee the 
of Man's par- terroyrs of this particular judgment 3 which 
_ Juds- if you could ſee, ( unleſs you were mad) it 
would make you ſpend whole nights and 
days in ſeeking to ſet all even with God. 
I will ſhew you briefly the manner and 
nature of it in theſe Particulars. 
1. Thy 


to perſwade, no. Miniſter to preach, by 
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' 1, Thy Soul ſhall be dragged out of thy Man's miſery 
Body, as out of a ſtinking Priſon, by the by his Fall. 


Devil the Gaoler, into ſome place within the ,, The Sout + 


bowels of the third Heaven, and there thou dragged 


ſhalt and firip'd of all friends, all comfort, from the bo-. 


all creatures , before the preſence of God , ©? 
Luke 9. 27. as at the Aﬀiſes, firtt the Gaoler 
brings the Priſoners out. 
2. Then thy Soul ſhall have a new light 2. The Soul 


put into it, whereby it ſhall ſee the glorious Feceives 2 


preſence of God 3 as Priſoners brought with new light. 


ouilty eyes look with terror upon the Judge. 
Now.thou ſeeft no God abroad in the World, 
but then thou ſhalt ſee the Almighty Jeho- 
wh ; which fight ſhall ſirike thee with that 
helliſh terror and dreadfull horror, that thou 
ſhalt call to the Mountains to cover thee, O © 
rocks, rocks, hide me from the face of the 
Lamb, Revel. 6. ult- 
3. Then all the fins that ever thou haſt or 3. All Sin 
ſhalt commit ſhall come freſh to thy mind 3 ſhall come to 


'as when the Priſoner is come before the ty mind. 


face of the Judge, then his accuſers bring 
in their evidence : thy ſleepy Confcience 


then will be in ſtead of a thouſand witne(- 


ſes, and every fin then, with all the circum- 
ltances of it, (ſhall be ſet in order, armed 
with God's wrath round about thee, Pſalm 
50. 21. As a Letter writ with juice of O- 


ranges, cannot be read untill it be brought 


unto the fire, and then they appear : ſo thou 
canſt not reade that bloudy Bill of Indic- 


ment thy Conſcience bath againſt thee now 3 
but when thou ſhalt ſtand near unto God, 
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Man's miſery a conſuming fire, then what an heavy recke 
by his Fall. ning will appear ? Te may be thou haſt le 
Y many fins now, and goeli fo far, and pq 
fiteſt ſo much, thar no Chriſtian can diſcem 
thee nay, thou thinkeſt thy ſelf in a fak 
cfiate: but yet there is one leak in thy ſhip 
that will ſink thee3 there is one ſecret hid. 
den fin in thine heart, which thou liveſt in 
as all unſound people do, that will damn 
thee, T tell thee, as ſoon as ever thou art 
dead and gone, then thou ſhalt ſee where 
the knot did, bind thee, where thy fin was 
that row hath ſpoiled thee for ever 3 and 
then thou ſhalt grow mad to think, O that] 
aever ſaw this fin I loved, lived in, plotted, 
perfetied mine own eternal ruine by , unill 
now, when it is t00 late to amend ! 
4. God takes. 4, Then the Lord ſhall take his everls 
- ——__ ſting farewell of thee, and make thee knoy 
' it too. Now God is departed from *thee, 
in this lite, but he may return in mercy to 
thee again 5 but then the Lord departs with 
all his patjence, to wait for thee no more, 
8 Nor ſhall Chriſt be offered. thee any more, 
no S$pirito ſtrive with thee any more.z and 
ſo ſhall paſs ſentence , though haply net 
1th vocally, yet cffe&ually, upon thy Soul 3. the 
A; q | Lord ſaying , Depart tbow curſed, Thou 
Wh% | ſhalt ſee indeed the glory of God that 
ig others find, but, to thy greater for 
/ 5. The Soul row, ſhalt never taſte the ſame, Luk 
1588} ago ag 12.28. 
125% handsof the 5+ Then ſhall God ſurrender up thy for 
Tot | Devil. {aken Soul into the hands of Devils, wy : 
: Xing 
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being thy Gaolers muſt keep thee till the Man's muſery 
orcat day of Account : fo that as thy friends 15 E al. 


_ are (ſcrambling for thy Goods,. and worms 
| for thy Body, ſo Devils ſhall ſcramble for 


thy Soul. For as ſoon as ever a wicked man pg; wicked 


is dead, he is either in Heaven or in Hell, men as foon 


Not in Heaven, for no unclean thing comes 25 _ are 
there :-if in Hell, then among Devils, ® Hell, 


there ſhall be thine eternal lodging, 1 Pe. 


3.19. And hence thy forlorn Soul ſhall lie 
mourning for the: time pali, now *tis too 
late to recall again 3 groaning under the 
intolerable Torments of the wrath of God 
preſent, and amazed at the eternity of mi- 
ſery and ſorrow that is to come 3 waiting 
for that fearfull hour , when the laſt Trump © 
ſhall blow, and then Body and Soul meet to 
bear that wrath , that fire that ſhall never 
£0 out, Oh, therefore ſuſpeA and fear the 
worlt of thy (elf now. Thou haſt (cldom or 
never, or very little, troubled thy head a- 
bout this matter, whether Chrift will fave 
thee or not, thou haſt ſuch ſtrong hopes 
and confidence already that he will : know, 
that it is poſſible thou maylt be deceived 


and if ſo, when thou ſhalt know thy doom afer death 


after death, thou canſi not get .an hour no time to 
more to make thy peace with God, although ow fe 
thou ſhouldi weep tears of Blood. If e&j- VO 
ther. the muffler of Ignorance ſhall be be- 
fore thine eyes, like an Handkerchief about 
the face of one condemned, or if thou art 
pinioned with any luſt, or if thou makeſt 


| thine own pardon , proclaimeſt ( becauſc 
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Man's miſery thou art ſorry a little for thy fins, and re- 
by tys Fall. ſolveſt never to doe the like again ) peace 


to thy Soul 3 thou art one that after death 
ſhalt appear before the Lord to judgment; 


thou that art thus condemned now, dying 
| fo, ſhalt come to thy fearfull judgment after } 


death. 

There ſhall be a general judgment of 
Soul and Body at the end of the World, 
wherein they ſhall be arraigned and condem- 


ned before the great Tribunal: ſeat of Jeſu 


Chriſt, Jude 14, 15. 2 Cor. 5. 10. The 
hearing of Judgment to come made Felix to 
tremble : Nothing of more efficacy to awa- 
ken a ſecure Sinner, than the fad thoughts of 
this hery day. 

But thou wilt ask me How it may be pro- 
ved that there will be ſuch a day. © 

I anſwer, God's Juſtice calls for it. This 
World is the Stage whereon God's Patience 
and Bounty a& their parts, and. hence every 
man will profeſs and conceive, becauſe he 
feels it, that God is metcifull : but God's 
Juſtice is queſtioned 3 men think God to be 
all Mercy, and no Juſtice, all Honey, and 
no Sting 3 now the wicked proſper in all 
their ways, are never puniſhed, bur live and 
die in peace, whereas the godly are daily af- 
flited and reviled. Therefore becauſe this 


Attribute ſuffers a total eclipſe almoſt now, 
there muſt come a day whercin it muſt ſhine 


out before all the aa in the glory of it, 
Rom. 2. 5. 
The ſecond reaſon is from the glory of 
Chriſt 
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Chrift : he was accuſed, arraigned , con- Man's miſery 
" demned by men 3 therefore he thall be the Þy hs Fall. 
Judge of them, John 5. 27; For this is an 
ordinary piece:'of God's Providence towards "- 
his People, the ſame evil he calts them jn- **: 
| to now, he exalts them into the contrary 
ood'in his time. As the Lord hath a pur- 
poſe to make Fofeph Ruler over all Egypt, 
but firft he maketh him a Slave. God had 
*2 meaning to make Chriſt Judge of men, 
cherefoxe firlt he ſuffers him to be judged 
of men. deg 
Queſt. But when ſhall ths judgment-day ObjeZ. 
be ? | 
Anſw. Though we cannot tell the day Anſw. 
and hour particularly, yet this we are ſuxe Whenall the " 
of, that when all the Ele are called, for EX are cale ell 
whoſe ſake the World ſtands, 7/2. 1. 9. the world, 
when theſe Pillars are taken away , then Lot being 
woe to the World 3 as when Lot was taken gone, Sodom 
out of Sodom, then Sodom was burnt. Now ® Punt.  - 
it is not probable that this time will come 
as yet : for firſt Antichritt muſt be conſu- 
med , and not onely the ſcattered viſible . 
Jews, but the whole body of the Iſraelites 
muſt firſt be called , and, have a glorious 
Church upon Earth, Ezekzel 37. This glo- 
rious Church Scripture and Reaſon will in- . -ofy 
force, which when it is called 4hall not be is 
expired as ſoon as *tis born, but ſhall conti- 
| hue many a year. | 
Queſt. But how ſhall this judgment be? Objett. 


Anſw, The Apolile deſcribes it, 1 Theſe 44 Anſw. 
I 6, ; 7. 5 / be | 
| 1. Chriſt 
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Man's miſery 1, Chriſt ſhall break out of the. Thixq 
by his Fall. Fleaven, and be ſeen in the Air, before any 
The manner Jad ariſe : and this ſhall be with an admj- 
of the laſt rable ſhout, as when a King cometh to tri- 
Judgment. * umph among his Subjeds, and over his ene- 
Is Chriſt miles. IV 


The arch... 3. Then ſhall the voice of the Agh- 


| angels voice Angel be heard. Now this Arch-Angel is 
| heard, Jeſis Chriſt himſelf, as the Scripture ex- 


pounds : being in the clouds of Heaven, he 
ſhall with an audible Heaven-ſhaking ſhout 
ay, Riſe you dead, and come to judgment ; 
even as he called to Lazarus, Lazarus a- 


riſe, 


« 3.The Tram- 3. Then the Trumpet ſhall blow :; -and 
"_-_— pet blows. even as at the giving of the Law, Exod, 19, 


it's faid , the Trumpet ſounded, much more 
louder ſhall it now ſound when he comes to 
judge men that have broken the Law. _. 
4. The dead 4 Then ſhall the dead ariſe : the bodies 
ariſe. of them that have died in the Lord ſhall 
riſe firſt, then the others that live ſhall 
( like Enoch ) be tranſlated and changed; 
I Cor. 15, | | 
s. The Judge 5- When thus the Judge, and Juſtices arc 


| upon the upon their Bench at Chriſt's right hand, on 


Bench. their Thrones, then ſhall the guilty Priſoners 


be brought forth, and come out of their 
Graves like filthy Toads againſt this terrible 
ſtorm : then ſhall all the wicked that ever 
were, or ever ſhall be, ſtand quaking before 


thi ; re Tg : 
Sinner confi. 215 Blorious Judge, with the ſame bodies, 


der the day fc" hands, to receive their doom. 
of Judgment. Oh contider of this day thon that live 
| Wu 
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in thy fins now, and yet art ſafe: there is Man's miſery 
a day coming wherein'thou mayſi and ſhalt by his Fall. 
| be judged, | Ge eng 
. 1. Conſider who ſhall be thy judge : .. Judge? 
why ,, Mercy, Pity, Goodneſs it {e}f, . even : 
Feſus Chriſt, that many times held out his 
bowels of compaſſion towards thee. A child 
of God may ſay, yonder is my Brother, 
Friend, Husband 3 but thou maylt fay, yon- 
der is mine Enemy. He may fay at that day, 
yonder is he that ſhed his Blood to fave me 3 
thou mayfſt ſay, yonder. he comes whoſe 
Heart I have pierced with my fins,. whoſe 
- Blood I have deſpiſed. They may fay, © 
come, Lord Feſus, and cover me under thy 
| wings 3 but thou ſhalt then cry out, O 
Rocks, fall upon me, and hide me from the 
face of the Lamb. | £ 
. 2, Conlider the manner of his coming, 2. yis com- 
2 Theſ. 1.7, He ſhall come, in flaming fire, ing is in 
the Heavens ſhall be on a flame, the Ele- flames of 
ments ſhall melt like ſcalding Lead upon fire, 
thee, When a houſe is on firlt at midnight 
ina Town, what a fearfull'cry is there made? 
Then all the World ſhall cry fire, fire, and 
run up and down for ſhelter to hide them- 
ſelves, .but cannot find it, but ſay,, Oh ! now 
the gloomy day of blood and fire is come 3 
here's for my pride, here's for my oaths, and 
the wages for my drunkenneſs, ſecurity, and 


neglect of duties. 


' 3: In regard of the heavy accuſations 3. The accu- 
that ſhall come againſt thee at that day. oo _ 
There's r.ever a wicked man almoſt in the r__ OY . 
World, 
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Man's miſery World, as fair a face as he carries, but he 
by his Fall. hath ar ſome time or other committed ſome 


Ecclef. alt. 
ult. 


The Kingly 
Office of 
Chriſt may 
- laſt 

nger than 
his private 
Adminiſtra- 
tion. 


ſuch ſecret villany, that he would be ready 
to hang himſelf for ſhame, it others did know 
of it 3, as ſecret whoredom, ſelf-pollution, ſpe. * 
culative wantouneſs, men with mex, women 
with women, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 1. 


At this day all the World ſhall ſec and hear 


theſe privy-pranks, then the Books ſhall be 
opened. Men will not take up a foul bulineſs, 
nor end it in private.z therefore there ſhall be 
a day of publick hearing : things ſhall not 
be ſuddenly ſhuffled up, as carnal thoughts 
imagine, viz, that, at this day , firſt .Chrift 
ſhall raiſe the dead, and then the ſeparation 
ſhall be made, and then the ſentence paſt, and 
then ſuddenly the judgment-day is done, No, 
no it muſt take up ſome large quantity of 
time, that all the World may ſee the ſecret 
{ins of wicked men in the World ; and there- 
fore it may be made evident from all Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, that this day of Chriſt's 
Kingly Office in judging the World, will laſt 
haply longer than his private Adminiſtration 
now ( wherein he is leſs glorious ) .in gover- 
ning the World. Tremble thou time-ſerver, 
tremble thou” Hypocrite , tremble thou that 
liveſt in any ſecret fin under the all-ſeeing eye 
of this Judge : thine own Conſcience indeed 
ſhall be a ſufficient witneſs againſt thee, to 
diſcover all thy fins at thy particular judgr 
ment, but all the World ſhall openly ſee thine 
hidden, cloſe courles of darkneſs, to thine c- 
verlalting ſhame, at this day. 

4. In 


The Sincere Convert, ® gr 
4+ In regard of the fearfull Sentence that Man's miſery 
then ſhall be paſſed upon thee 3 Depart thow by his Fall. 


enrſed creature into everlaſting fire, prepared a 
for the Devil and his Angels. Thou ſhalt Rong = 


' then cry out, Oh mercy, Lord ! Oh a little ſhall paſs a- 


mercy | No, will the Lord Feſw fay, I did 92ſt them. 

indeed once offer it you, but you refuſed, | 
therefore Depart, Then thou ſhalt plead a- 
gain, Lord, if I muſt depart, yet bleſs me 
before I go. No, no, Depart thou curſed. 
O but, Lord, if I muſt depart curſed, let 


\ me go into ſome good place. No, Depart 


thou curſed into hell-fire, Oh lord, that's 

a torment I cannot bear; but if it muſt be fo, 

Lord, let me come out again quickly. No, 

Depart thou curſed tnto everlaſting fire. Oh 

Lord, if this be thy pleaſure, that there I 

muſt abide, let me have good company with 

me. No, Depart thou curſed into everlaſting 

fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 

This ſhall be thy Sentence. The hearing of 

which may make the Rocks to rend. So that, 

g0 on in thy ſin and proſper, deſpiſe and ſcoff 

at God's Miniſters and proſper , abhorre the 

power and practice of Religion, as a too pre- 

ciſe courſe, and proſper 3 yet know it, there 

Will a day-come, when thou ſhalt meet with 

a dreadfull Judge, a doletull Sentence. Now 

is thy day of finning , but God will have 

ſhortly his day of condemning. LEE 
5. When the Judgment-day is come, then 5- God's 

the fearfull Wrath of God ſhall be poured —_ _ 

out, and piled upon their Bodies and Souls, 1. Body 


and the breath of the Lord , like a ſtream of and Soul. 


brim- 
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Man's miſery idaiftoce; ſhall kindle it 3 and here thou. 
by his Fall. ſhalt lie burning, and none ſhall ever quench 


it. This is the execution of a Sinner after 
judgment, Revel. 21.8. 
Now this wrath of God confiſfts in theſe 


things. 


God more. It is falid, Ads 20. that they 


wept fore, becauſe they ſhould ſee Pauls face 
0 more. Oh, thou ſhalt never ſee the face 


of God, Chriſt » Saints and Angels more, 
Oh heavy doom, to tamiſh and pine away 
for ever without one bit of bread to comfort 
thee, one ſmile of God fo refreſh thee ! Men 
that have their ſores running upon them mult 


be ſhut up from the preſence of men ſound 


and whole. Oh, thy Sins, like Plague-ſores 


run on thee; therefore thou muſt be ſhut 


out like a Dog from the preſence of God, 


| and all his People, 2 Theſ. 1. g. 


2.' God ſhall (et himfelt like a anita 
infinite fixe againſt thee, and tread thee 
under his feet , who haſt 'by Sin. trod him 


and his glory under foot all thy life. A man_ 
may deviſe exquiſite torments for another, _ 
and great power may make a little ſtick to 


lay on heavy ſtrokes : but great power, ſtir- 
xcd up to firike from great fury and wrath, 


makes the fixoke deadly. I tell thee, all - 

the wiſedom of God ſhall then be ſer againſt "0 
| thee, to deviſe torments- for thee, 'Mich, 2: - 
3. There was never ſuch wrath felt or: cons | 


ceived 


1. Thy Soul ſhall be baniſhed from the ” 
* face and bleſſed ſweet preſence of God and - I 
Chrift, and thou ſhalt never ſee the face of. 
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ceived as that which the Lord hath deviſed Man's miſery | 
| zgainft thee, that liveſt and dieſt in thy na- ÞY his Fall-” 

tural eſtate ; hence it is called wrath to come, Yd 

1 Theſ, 1. ult. The torment which wiſedom 

ſhall deviſe,, the Almighty power of God 

hall infli& upon thee'z ſo as there was ne- 

yer ſuch power ſeen in making the world, ,..:-* 

'as in holding a poor creature under this 

wrath, that holds up the Soul in being with 

one hand , and beats it with the other, ever 
burning like fixe againſt a creature, and yet 

that creature never burnt up, Rom. 9.22. 

Think not this cruelty , it's juſtice : what 

cares God for a vile wretch, whom nothing 

can make good while it lives? If we have 
been long in hewing a Block, and we can 
make no meet veſſel of it, put it to no 
200d uſe for our ſelves, we caſt it into the 
fire: God heweth thee by Sermons, lickneſs; 
loffes and croffes, ſudden death, mercies and 

miſeries, yet nothing makes "thee better 3 

what ſhall God do with thee, . but'caſt thee 

hence ?' Oh, conſider of this wrath before you 
feelit. I had rather have all the World bur- - 
ning about my ears, then to have one blaſt- ae nr 
ing frown from the bleſſed face of an inft- he world 
nite and dreadfull God. Thou canſt not burnt abour / 
endure the tortments of'a little Kirchin fire their cars, 
on 'the tip of thy finger, not one half hour © meg menmugy 
together; how wilt thou bear the fury of this gom God's 
 lofinite, endleſs, conſuming fire i in Body and bow. 

Soul throughout: all ecernity ?. = A guilty 
{| 3: The never-dying' worm of a guilty  Coninc a 
: Conleience {hall founent thee; 'as if ach _ | 
adtt 
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Man's miſery hadſt ſwallowed down a living poyſonfull Þ 
by. his Fall. ſnake, which. ſhall lie gnawing and biting. 
LY thine heart for fin pai, day and night. And 

this Worm ſhall torment thee-by ſhewing the 1 

WNTHR cauſe of thy miſery, that is, that thou didft 
Ye TOR: | never care for him that would have ſaved 
is nga thee. By ſhewing thee alſo thy fins againſt 

the Law 3 by ſhewing thee thy ſloth, where. 
by thy Happineſs is loſt. Then ſhall thy 
Conſcience gnaw to think, ſo many nights 
I went to bed without Prayer, and fo many 
days and hours I ſpent in feaſting , and foo- 
liſh ſporting : Oh, if I had ſpent half that 
time, now mifipent, in praying, in mourn- 

" Ing, in meditation, yonder in Heaven had[ f , 
been. By ſhewing thee alſo the means that Þ ., 
thou once hadli to avoid this miſery : Sucha f| p 

; Miniſter I heard once, that told me of my | , 
particular fins, as if he had been told} þ 
me : ſuch a Friend perſwaded me once to | , 
turn over a new leaf : I remember ſo many y 
knocks God gave at this iron heart of mine, F 
ſo many mercies the Lord ſent; but Oh, | . 
no means could prevail with me. Laſtly, Þ 
by ſhewing thee how eaſily thou mightel } |, 
have avoided all theſe miſeries : Oh, once | |, 

Hr I was almoſt perſwaded to be a Chriſtian; 

y EN oY but I ſuffered my heart to grow dead, and | 
Rs fell to looſe Company, and (o loſt all. Tix x 
OR; | Lord Feſus came to my door and knocked, 4 

TOOAE - and if I had done that for Chriſt which Idid | | 


{BUT for the Devil many a time, to open at his} 
1 knocks, I-had been ſaved. A thouſand ſuch p 


s ,3pÞ bites will this Worm give at thine heart, | 
\. Fit k which 2 


9+ And here thou halt lie and weep, .and 
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time! Oh Sermons, Sermons ! Oh, my Þy bis Fall. 
hopes and my helps are now loft, that once 
T had to ſave my loſt Soul ! 

4, Thou ſhalt take up thy lodging for 4+ To lodge 
ever with Devils, and they ſhall be thy _ _—_ 
Companions : him thou haſt ſerved here, |; ever. 
with him muſt thou dwell there. It ſcares 
men out. of their wits almoſi, to ſee the De- 

vil, as they think, when they be alone 3 but 
what horrour ſhall fll thy Soul when thou 
ſhalt be baniſhed from Angels ſociety, and 
come into the fellowſhip of Devils for ever ? 


5. Thou ſhalt be filled with final deſpair. 5: Final de- 


If a man be grievouſlly ſick, it comforts him {pair man 1r- 


recoverable 


to think it will not laſt long. But if the 


Phyſician tell him he muſt live all his life- 
time in this extremity, he thinks the pooreſt 
begger in a better eſtate than himſelf. Oh, 
to think when thou haſt been millions of 
years in thy ſorrows, then thou art no nearer 


thy end of bearing thy miſery than at the firſt 


coming in : Oh ! I might once have had 
Mercy and Chriſt, but no hope now ever to - 
have one glimpſe of his Face, or one good 
look from him any more. 

6. Thou \ſhalt vomit out blaſphemous 6. Blaſphe- 
Oaths and Curſes in the Face of God the _— 
Father for ever , and curſe God that never {\"$ * 
eleed thee, and curſe the Lord Feſws that 
never ſhed one drop of Bloud to redeem 
thee, and curſe God the Holy Ghoſt that 
paſſed by thee and never called thee, Rev.1s, 
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{ which ſhall make thee cry out, Oh time, Man's miſery 
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pile of fire on thy Soul burning, and: flouds, 

nay ſeas, nay more, ſeas of tears ( for thoy 

FREED Miſery in- ſhalt ' for ever lie weeping ) ſhall neva 
if REEL compaſſeth quench it. And here, which way foeve 
| 48, thoſe in Hell. (hou lookeſt, thou ſhalt ſee matter of ever. 
laſting grief. Look up to Heaven, and there | 

thou ſhalt ſee (Oh ! ) that God is for eve 

gone, Look about thee, thou ſhalt ſee De. 

vils quaking, curſing God 3 and thouſands, 

nay millions of finfull, damned Creatures 

crying and roaring out with doletull ſhrie- 

kings 3 Oh the day that ever I was born! 

Look within thee, there is a guilty Conſ{- 

ence gnawing. Look to time paſtz, Oh thok 

golden days of grace and {weet ſeaſons of 

Mercy are quite loſt and gone ! Look to time 

to come, there thou ſhalt behold evils; 

troups and {warms of forrows, and woe, 

and raging waves, and billows of -wrath 

coming roaring upon thee, Look to time 

| preſent; Oh, not one hour or moment «<M 
i. caſe or refreſhing, but all curſes meet toge- 
[ | ther, and feed upon one poor loſt immortal 
| Soul, that can never be recovered again ! No 

'God, no Chrift, no Spirit to comfort thet, 
T7” no Miniſter to preach unto thee, no Friend 
is to wipe away thy continual Tears, No Sun 
"NY *tO ſhine upon thee, not a bit of bread, 'n0t 


one drop of water to cool thy tongue. E: 
| ? 


Vet HLER SS: | The Sincere Convert. © 
(874 P Man's miſery gnaſh thy teeth in ſpite againſt God and thy] - 
la by his Fall. elf, and roar, and ſtamp, and grow mad, |? 
019 Rar L | that there thou muſt lie under the curſe of |; 
g: Ml ht; RE; jt 
00:0 8016 God for ever. Thus (1 fay ) thou ſhalt fr 
WE REY lie blaſpheming, with God's wrath like a Ft 
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ry few, as ſhall be proved. ?*Tis a thouſand 
to one it ever thou be one of that ſmall 
number whom God hath picked out to e- 
ſcape this wrath to come. If thou doſt not 
et the Lord Feſ#s to bear. this wrath, fare- 
well God, Chriſt, and God s mercy for ever. 


© If Chrift had ſhed ſeas of bloud, ſct thine 


heart at reft, there is not one drop of it for 
thee, untill thou comeſt to fee, and feel, 
and groan undex this miſerable eſtate, I tell 
thee, Chrift is fo far from ſaving thee, that 
he is thine enemy, If Chrift were here, and 
ſhould ſay, Here is my bloud for thee, jt 
thou wilt but lie down and mourn under the 
burthen of thy miſery, and yet for all his 
Speeches. thy' dry eyes weep not, . thy ſtout 
hewt yields not, thy hard heart mourns not; 
to ſay, Oh! Iam a finfall, loſt, condem- 
ned, curſed ,, dead Creature z what ſhall I 
doe? doſt not think buc he would turn away 
his face from thee, and ſay; Oh ! thou ſtony, 
hard-hearted Creature, wouldſi thou have me 
fave thee from thy miſery, and yet thou wilt 
not groan, ſigh, and mourn for deliverance 
to me out of thy miſery ? If thou likeſt thine 
eliate ſo well, and prizeſi me (© little, periſh 


ln thy miſery for ever. 


Ws | 
. This is the miſery of every natural man. Man's miſery | 
I Now do not thou ſhift it from thy (elf, and Þy his Fall. 
ay, God is mercifull, True, but it is to ve- .” 


| | Oh, labour to be hambled day and night The ſcope of 
| | under this, thy wofull eſtate, Thou art guil- —— 
{| ty of 4dam's grievous fin 3 will this break 07? 


thine heart ? No. Thou art dead in Sin, þjeq, 


I 
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Man's miſery and top-full of all fin ? will this break thine 

by his Fall. heart ? No. | Whatſoever thou doeſt, haf 
done, ſhalt doe, remaining in this eſtate, is 
fin 3 will this break thine heart ? No. God 
is thine enemy, and thou haſt loſt him; 
will this break thine heart ? No. Thou art 
condemned to die eternally , Satan is thy 
Gaoler, thou art bound hand and foot in the 
bolts of thy fins, and caſt into utter darkneſy 
and ready every moment to drop into Hell; 
will this break thine heart ? No. Thou 
muſt die, and after that appear before the 
Lord to Judgment, and then bear God's & 
verlaſting inſupportable wrath, which rends 
the Rocks, and burns down to the bottom 
of Hell ; will this break thine hard heart, 
man ? No. Then farewell Chriſt for ever, 
never look to ſee a Chrift untill thou doll 
come to feel thy miſery out of Chrift, Lt 
bour therefore for this, and the Lord wil 
reveal the Brazen Serpent , when thou at 
in thine own ſenſe and feeling ung to death 


with the fiery Serpents. 
So I come to open the- fourth principal 
Point. | 
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CHAP. IV. 


That the Lord Jeſus > Chrift is the onely 
 medns of Redemption and deliverance out 
of this eſtate. 


bb whom we bave Redemption through his The Fourth 

blond, Epheſ. 1. 7. which plainly de- Principle. 

monſirates that Cop — 
Jeſus Chriſt is the onely means of man's ron by | 

Redemption and deliverance out of. his bon- price. 

dage and miſerable eſtate, | : 


And this is the Dodtrine I ſhall now in- ©77f our 


6 v pon Redeemer. 


When the Iſraelites were in bondage and 
miſery, he ſends Moſes to deliver them. 
When they were in Babylon, he ſtirred up 
Cyrus to open the priſon gates to them. But 
when all mankind is under ſpiritual miſery; 
he ſends the Lord Feſws, God and Man; to 
redeem him, Ads 4. 12. : 
2ueſt. How doth Chrift xedeem men out 0bje#. 
of this miſery ? Ng How men 
Anſw. By paying @ price for them, 1 Cor. "© ND 
6, ult, God's mercy will be manifeſted in yp r. 


ſaving ſome, and his juſtice muſt be fatisfi- By price. 


ed by having fatisfaQtion or price made and. 
paid for man's fin. 
Hence Chrift fatisfieth God's Juſtice, | 


. Firſt, by ſtanding in the room of all them ,, py ftan- 
| whom Mercy decreeth to ſave. A Surety ding in thar , 
Þ fandeth in the room of a Debtor, Heb, 7. 2 2. 799 
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Chriſt our As the firſt, Adam ſtood in the room of af 
onely Re- ' mankind fallen : ſo Chriſt Rtandeth in thi} 
deemer. om of all men riſing, or to be reſtore 
again. | | 3 
2. By taking Secondly, by taking from them, in who, 
away the room he' food, the eternal guilt of all thej 
=_ of their ns, and by aſſuming the guilt of all thok 
; fins unto himſelf, 2 Cor. 5. 22+ Hence Ly 
ther faid'; Chrift was the greateſt Sinner by 

- imputation. EI Ob 
3. Bybearing Thirdly, by bearing the curfe and wrath 
the curſe for of God kindled againtt Sin. God is hol, 
Jin. and when he ſeth Sin ſiicking onely by in» 
putation to his own Son, he will not ſpar 
him, bur his wrath-and curſe muſt he beg, 
Gal. 3. 13. Chriſt drinks up the cup of al 
the Ele at one draught, which they ſhould 
have been fipping and drinking, and tor 

. mented with, millions of years. 
4.By making Fourthly, by bringing into the preſence 
us perfet. of God' perfe& righteouſneſs, Rom. 5. 21, 
Dan. 9+ 24+ for this alſo God's Juſtice required, perftr 
tion, conformity to the Law, as well s 
( perfed ſatisfadion) ſuffering for the wrong 
offered to the Law giver. Juſtice thus 
quiring theſe four things, Chriſt ſatishes 
Juſtice by performing them, and fo pays tht 
| Price. 6-1 | 

Chriſt a Re- 2+ Chrift is a Redeemer by ſtrong hand 
deemer by The firſt Redemption by Chriſt is finiſhe 
firong hand. j, Chrift*s perſon at his Reſurre&ion 3 the 
ſecond is begun by the Spirit in Man's vo 
cation, and ended at rhe day of Judgment: 
as MONEY is firſt paid for a Captive in Twrly 
an 


TV The Sincere Convert, 
and then, becauſe he cannot come to his Chriſt our 
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firong hand. 
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own Prince himſelf, he is fetcht away by 5 onely Re- 
; cenier, 
Here is encouragement to the vileſt Sin- " vſe a. 
ner, and comfort to the ſelf-ſuccourleſs and Of encou- 
loft Sinner, who have ſpent all their money, 748cment. 
Chriſt came 
their time and endeavours upon thoſe duties j,wn from 
and firivings that have been but poor Phyli- Heaven to 
clans to them. O look up here to the Loxd relieve poor 
Jeſus, who can doe that cure for thee in-a Captives 
C bound 1n fet- 
moment , which all Creatures cannot doe in cr; of fin. 


many years. What bolts, what ſtrong fet- | 


ters, what unruly luſts, temptations and mij- 


ſeries art thou' lockt into ? Behold, the De- 
liverer is come out of Sioux, having; fati(- 
hed Juſtice, and paid a price to ranſome 
poor Captives, Luke 4. 18. with the Reys = 
of Heaven, Hell, and thy unruly heart in 
his hand, to fetch thee out with great mer- 
cy and ſtrong. hand : Who knows but thou 
poor Prifoner of Hell, thou poor Captive of 
the Devil, thou poor ſhackled Sinner, maylt | 
be one whom he is come for ? Oh look up 
to him , figh to - Heaven tor . deliverance 
from him, and be glad and rejoyce- at his 


coming, 


' FThis.ſtrikes terrour to them, that, though Uſe 2. 
there is a means of deliverance, yet will lie Of terrour: 
in their miſery, never groan, never ſigh to 
the Lord. Feſws tor deliverance ; nay , that 


xejoyce in their bondage, and dance to Hell + 


in their bolts 3 nay, that are weary of deli- 


- verance, that fit in the Stocks when they are 
At prayers, that come out of the Church when 


F4 the 


EXE 
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Chrift our the tedious Sermon runs ſomewhat beyong 
onely Re- the hour, like priſoners out of a Gaol ; that 
deemer. deſpiſe the Lord Feſws, when he offers ty 

open the doors, and fo let them out of that 

The negle& miſerable. eſtate. Oh poor Creatures | js 
of our deli- there a means of deliverance, and doſt thoy 
one af negle&, nay, deſpiſe it ? Know it, that thi 
prove a cut Will cut thine heart one day, when thou art 
ar the laſt hanging in thy gibbets in Hell, to ſee others 
day. ſanding at God's right hand, redeemed by 
Chriſt : thou mighteſt have had ſhare in their 

honour : for there was a Deliverer come to 

fave thee, but thou wouldſi have none of 

him. Oh, thou wilt lie yelling in thoſk | 
everlaſting burnings, and tear thy hair, ati 

curſe thy (elf : From hence might IT have 

been delivered, but T would not. + Hath 

Chriſt delivered thee from Hell, and hath 

he not delivered thee from thine Ale-houſe? 

Hath Chrift delivered thee from 'Satan's (6- 

ciety, when he hath not delivered thee from 

thy looſe company yet ? Hath Chriſt deli- 

vered thee from burning, when thy faggots, 

thy ſins grow in thee ? Is Chris Bloud 

thine, that makeſi no more account of it, nor 

feelett no more vertue from it than in the 

bloud of a Chicken ? Art thou redeemed? 

doſt thou hope by Chrift to be ſaved, that 

didſt never ſee, nor feel, nor figh under thy 

bondage ? Oh, the Devils' will keep holy- 

= day, (as it were) in Hell, in reſpe& of 
thee, who ſhalt mourn under God's wrath, 

and lament, Oh, there was a means to de- 

liver us out of it, but thou ſhalt mourn for 

ever 


- ; | 
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ever for thy miſery; And this will be a Chriſt our 
» Bodkjn at thine heart one day, to think there 2nely Re- 
was a Deliverer , but I wretch would none DE 
of him. 
Here is likewiſe matter of Reproof to ſuch Uſe 3. 
as ſeek to come out of this miſery trom. and Of reroo 
by themſelves. If thiey, be ignorant , they 
hope to. be faved by their good meaning and 
prayers: if civil, by paying all they owe, 
and doing as they would be done by, and by 
doing no body any harm. If they be trou- 
bled about their Eſtates, then they lick them- 
ſelves whole by their mourning, repenting 
and reforming. Oh, . poor ſtubble ! canſ 
dB thou and\before this conſuming fire with- 
| out fin? Canſt thou make thy ſelf a Chriſt 
for thy ſelf ? canſt thou bear and come from 
under an infinite wrath ? :canſt thou bring in 
perfet Righteouſneſs into the preſence of 
God ? This Chrift muſt doe, elſe: he could 
| not ſatisfy and redeem. And if thou canſt 
rot doe thus, and haſt not Chrift, defire and 
pray, that Heaven and Earth ſhake, till thou 
haſt worn thy tongue to the ſtumps ; z endea- 
your as much as thou canſt, till others com- 
mend thee for a diligent Chriſtian ; z mourn 
in ſome wilderneſs till ddoms-day ; dig thy 
grave there with thy nails, weep buckets full { 
_ of hourly tears, till thou canſt weep no more: . -F 
faſt and pray cill thy skin and bones cleave 3 
_ together promiſe and purpoſe with full reſo- 
lution, to be better ; nay, reform thy head, 
heart , life and tongue, and ſome, nay all 


ſins 3 live like an Angel, ſhine like a Sun, 
| walk 


74 
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a) 


Vſe 4+. 
Be watchfull. 


Objef. 
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walk up and down the World like a dj. 
ſirefled Pilgrim going to another Countrey 


ſo that all Chriſtians commend and admire 
thee; die ten thouſand deaths; lie at the fire. 


back in Hell ſo many millions of years x; Þt. 


there be piles of graſs on the Earth, or lands ' 
upon the Sea-thore, or ftars in Heaven, 'ot 
motes in the Sun ; I tell thee, not one ſpark 
of God's wiath againſt thy Sin ſhall be, can 
be, quenched by all theſe duties, nor by any 
of theſe forrows or tears; for, theſe are not 
the Bloud of Chrift. Nay, if all the Angels 
and Saints in Heaven and Earth ſhould pray 
for thee, theſe cannot deliver thee 3 for they 
are not the Bloud of Chriſt. Nay, God as 
Creatour having made a Law, will not for- 
give one fin without the Bloud of Chrif, 
Nay, Chriſt's Bloud will not doe it neither, 
if thou doſt joyn never fo little that thou 
haſt or doſt, unto Jeſus Chriſt, and makell 
thy ſelf or any of thy duties co-partners with 
Chriſt in that great work of ſaving thee. Cry 


out therefore as that bleſſed Martyr did, #ont 


but Chrift, none but Chriſt. 

| Take heed of negleQing or rejeing (0 
great Salvation by Jeſs Chriſt. Take heed 
of ſpilling this Potion , that onely can cure 
thee. 

But thou wilt ſay, This means of Redem- 
ption is onely appointed for ſome, it is not in- 
zended for all, therefore not for me, Sperefen 
bow can I reject Chriſt 2 

Ic is true, Chrift ſpent not his breath to 
pray for all, Fob 17. 9, 1 pray for them, 1 


pray 
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pray —_ for the world, but for them which Chriſt 


thou haſt grven me, 'for they are thine ; much onely Re- 
deemer. 


path, it | 


leſs his Bloud for all, therefore he was never 
intended as a Redeemer of all: but that he 


\ is not intended as a deliverer of thee, how 


doth this follow ? How doft thou know 
oo No | EE 
But, ſecondly, I fay, though Chriſt be 
not intended for all,” yet he is offered unto 
all, and therefore unto thee. And the ground 
is this chiefly : 


The univerſal offer of Chrift: ariſeth not The offer of 


from Chriſt's Prietily Office immediately , 
but from his Kingly Office, whereby the 


_ Father having given him all power and do- 


minion in Heaven and Earth, he hereupon 
commands all men to' fioop nnto him, and 
likewiſe bids all his Diſciples, and all-rheir 
Succeflours, to go and preach the Goſpel to 


18, 19. For Chriſt doth not immediate- 
ly offer himſelf to all men as a Saviour, 


$a 


our - 


'” 


Chriſt unt- 
verſal, and 


why. 


whereby they may be encouraged to ſerve / 


him as a King : but firſt as'a' Ring com- 
manding them to caſt away their weapons, 
and loop unto his | Scepter , and depend 


upon his free mercy, acknowledging, if e- 


ver he ſave me, I will bleſs him; if he 
damn me, his Name is righteous in ſo dea- 


4 


ling with me. - | 


' But that I may faſten this Exhortation, I 


will ſhew theſe tour things. 
I. The Lord Feſus is offered to every 


particular perſon : which I ſhall ſhew thus: 
» W hat 


I6, I 


} 


. 
- 
, | 
3 
. 


ge 


76 


Chrift our 
onely Re- 
deemer. 


© 0bjed. 


Anſw. 


Prov. 9. 4- 


Prov. I. 22, 
23» 


Anſw. 
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What haft thou to ſay. againſt it , that 
thou doſt doubt of it ? It may be thou wilt 
plead, 

Oh, I am o wwe of my ſelf, God, 
Chriſt, or his will, that ſurely the Lord offers 
no Chriſt to'me. 

Yes, but he doth, though chou lieſt in 
utter darkneſs. Our bleſſed Saviour glorj- 
fied his Father for revealing the Mylicry of 
the Goſpel to ſimple men, neglecting thoſe 
that carried the chief reputation of wiſdom- 
in the World, The parts of none are fo 
low, as that they are beneath the gracious 
repard of Chriſt, God beltoweth the beſt 
fruits of his love upon mean, and weak per- 
ſons here, that he might confound the pride | 
of Fleſh the more. Where it pleaſech him 
to make his choice, and to exalt his Mercy, 


| he paſſeth by no degree of wit, though never 
ſo uncapable. 3 


But chou wilt ſay, I am an enemy to 
God, and have a heart ſo tubborn and loth 
to.yicld z I have vexed him to the very 
heart by my tranſgreſſions. 

Yet he beſeecheth thee to be reconciled, 
Put cafe thou haſt been a Sinner, and rehbel- 
lious againft God 3 yet fo long as thou art 
not found amongſt malicious oppoſers and 
underminers of his Truth, never give way 
to deſpairing tnoughts, thou haſt a merciful] 
Saviour. 

But I have deſpiſed the means of recon- 
ciliation, and rejeqed mercy. 


Yet God calls thee to return ; Thox haſt 
plaid 
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plaid the harlot with many lovers, yet turn Chrift our | 

' again to me, ſaith the Lord, Jer, 3.1. Caſt ney 'Re- 

thy ſelf into the arms of Chriſt, and if thou W—_- 

periſh, periſh there : if thou doſt not, thou 

art ſure to periſh. If mercy be to be had 

any-where, it is by ſeeking to Chriſt, not by 

turning from him. Herein appears Chriſt's 

love to thee, that he hath given thee a heart 

in ſome degree ſenſible : he might have 

given thee up to hardnels, ſecurity and pro- 

| phaneneſs3 of all ſpiritual judgments the 

orcateſt, But he that died for his enemies Chriſt caſts 

will in no wife refuſe thoſe, the defire of off none-thar 

whoſe Soul is towards him. When the Oe = 

Prodigal ſet himſelf to return to his Father, yim, 

his Father ftays not for him, but meets him 

in the way. It our fins difpleaſe us, they 

{hall never hurt us 3 but we ſhall be eſteemed 

of God to be that which we defire and la- - =. 

bour to be, Pſal. 145. 19. _._  —_— 
But can the Lord offer Chriſt to me, flo 0Obje#. - mn 

poor, that have no ſtrength, no faith, no +4 © 

grace, nor ſenſe of my poverty ? "9x >" 
Yes, even to thee : why ſhould we ex- Aufw.. 

cept our ſelves, when Chrift doth” not 'ex- C71? calls, 

cept us ? Come unto me all ye that are weary al SORE IN | 

and heavy laden, :We are therefore poor, him withour **% 

becauſe we know not our riches. We can exception. 

never be m ſuch a condition, wherein there 

Will be juſt cauſe of utter deſpair. He that 

fits in darkneſs and ſeeth no light, no light of 

comfort; no light of God's countenance, yet 

Tet him truſt in the name of the Lord. Weak- 

meſſes do not debar us from mercy; nay, they 

on RE _ incline 
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incline God: the more, : The Husband is 
bound to bear with the Wife, as being the 
weaker veſſel; and ſhall we think God will 
exempt himſelf from his own Rule, and-nor 
bear with his weak Spouie ? 


k if! q j : 
AA 6k & 
TNT 0bjed. But is this offer made to me that cannot 
he, j love, prize, nor defire the Lord Feſws ? 
Thy Anſw. Yes, to thee 3 Chrift knows how to pity 


Chriſt owns yg in this caſe. We are weak, but' we are. 
HATOS 1: Ins _ his. A Father looks not 1o much at the 
lg 2 08b 6 —_ and blemiſhes of his Child, as at his own nature 
' RUN FOO cannot c prize in him; fſo- Chriſt finds, matter of love in 
any thing of his own in us. A Chriſtian's | 
carriage towards Chrift may in many things 
be very offenſive, and: cauſe much {irange- 
neſs; yet (fo long as he xeſolves not upon 
oy known evil ) Chriſt will own him, and 
he Chriſt. 

\ 'Oh, but T have fallen from God ofi-bag 
bs hath enlightned me, and doth he tender 
Chriſt to me ? 

Thou muſt know that Chriſt hath marti- 
ed every believing Soul Go; himſelf, and chat 
where the work of Grace is begun, Sin' lo-' 
{eth ſirength by every. new fall. If there 
be a ſpring, of Sin in. thee, there is a ſpring 
of Mercy in God, and a Fountain daily open- 
cd to waſh thy uncleanneſs in. Adam ( in- 
deed ) loſt all by once {inning : but we are 
under a better Covenant, a Covenant of Mcr- 
cy , and are encouraged by the Son to go to. 
the Father every day for the fins of that day. 

It I were willing to receive Chriſt, I might 
-have Chriſt offered co'me 3 but will the Logh: 


Ss © ny CD VD 


T” 
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Yes, (faith our Saviour ) 1 would have 
gathered you as the hen gathereth her chickens 


under her wings, and you would not, We Chriſt offers 


muſt know, a creating power cannot onely 
bring ſomething out of nothing, but contra- 
ry out of contrary 3 of unwilling God can 
make us a willing People. There is a pro- 


' miſe of pouring clean water upon ws 5 and 


Chriſt hath taken upon him to. purge his 
Spouſe, and make her fit for himſelf. | 

What haſt thou now to plead againſt 
this ſtrange kindneſs of the Lord in offe- 


_ 
offer him to ſuch a one as deſires not to have Chrift our 
Chriſt ? | 


onely Re- 


deemer. 
Anſw. 
himſelf to 


thoſe that do 


nor defire 
him. 


ring Chriſto thee ? Thou wilt ſay, it may 


Oh! I fear time is paſt ; Oh ! time is 


paſt, I might once, -once have had Chriſt ; 
but now mine heart is ſealed down with 
hardneſs, blindneſs, unbelict: Oh ! cime is 
now. gone. 

; No, not (6; fee Iſa. 65. 1, 2,3. All the 
day long God holdeth out bis Tak to a back- 


| fiding and rebellious people. Thy day of 


grace, thy day of means, thy day of lite, thy 
day of God's ſtriving with thee and flirring 
of thee, ill laſis. 

But if God be ſo willing to ſave, and 6 


prodigal of his Chrift, why doth he not give. 


me Chrift, or draw me to Chrift ? 
I anſwer, What command doſt thou look 


will 


Anſw. 


No time paſt 
to receive | 
Chiiſh.- ©: . 


ObjeF. 


s 
i ; 7ov 


- 


Anſwe | 
for to draw 'thee to 'Chrift, but this word : +, 

Come ? Oh come thou poor, forlorn, loſ, 
| Þlind, curſed nothing ; I will fave'thee, T 
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chrift our Will enrich. thee, I will forgive thee, I wil 
i Re- enlighten thee, I will bleſs thee, I will be 
deemer. a1] things unto thee', doe all things for thee, 
\—YY” May not this win and melt the. heart of 4 
Chriſt freely pe a 
offers him- Devil ? | 


ſelf to men, II. Upon what conditions may Chriſt by 

© but doth not þ4q > | | 

_ men >. Make an exchange of what thou art 

Z - IL haſt with Chriſt, for what Chriſt is or hath; 
Queſt, and (o taking him, (like the wiſe Merchant 


Anſw. . the Pearl ) thou ſhalt have Salvation with 
| The conditi- þj5, ” 


Ms hae | Now this exchange lieth in theſe fou 


On what things chicfly. 
terms Chriſt Firſt, give away thy ſelf to him, Head 
ye _—_ Heart, Tongue, Body, Soul, and he will giv. 
= Gr Away himſclf unto thee, Cart. 6. 3. yea, be 
ſelves to him. Will ſtand in thy room in Heaven, that thay: 
mayſt triumph and ſay, I am alreadyin 
Heaven, glorified in him 3 I fee God's ble 
ſed face in Chriſt; I have conquered Death, 
Hell, and the Devil, in him. | Wo | 
2. We muſt Secondly, give away all thy fins to Chrſh 
give away all confeſs them, leave them, caſt them upa 
our fits. the Lord Jeſus, fo as to receive power fron © x 
him to forſake them 3 and-he will be mad th 
fin for thee, to take them away from tit, Þ m 
1 foba 1, 9. | 
3. We muſt Thirdly, give away thine Honour, Plt+ 
give away fure, Profit, Lite, for him; he will git 
— voor away his Crown and Honour , Life andall, Y 
ir ſelf, jf he © thee, Lake 18, Let nothing be ſwetF fir 
require it. unto thee but Him , and- nothing ſhall WJ li 
ſweet unto him but Thee. 7 =. 240 


x L 


= ey = > Oo oe Wm oo». 


SQ Co "ws 


= 


Fourthly, 


Fa | 


be | thine own Righteouſneſs for himz he will. !y Redecemer, 


be 
'Y to thee FS Phil. 3-8,9. Thou (halc ſtand as away all our 


Y akes nothing of it, but goes from the. 


Si: Fourthly, give away thy Rags, forſake Chriſt our on- 


| Secondly, The deſperate Unbeliever; that rate unbelic- 


The Sincere Convert. 


P 


give away all his Robes and Righteouſneſs he «maligne 

glorious in the fight of God, howfoever thou own Righte- 

at a poor Snaks in thy felf, as an Ange], oulnels; 

nay, As all the. Angels, becauſe cloathed 

with his Son Chriſt Feſus his Righteouſ« 

neſs. | ys 

Now tell me,. will youghave Chriſt? He 

offered to you. Yes, you will all lay: Yea, 

with all mine heart, But will you have him 

on os terms , . upon theſe- four conditi- 

ons * | 

Now becauſe men will flatter themſelves, 

and lay, Yes. | Rn 
II. I will Chew you four forts of people _ TIF 

that reject Chriſt thus off:red. "oe 
Firſt, Theſlighting Vnbeliever 3 that when 7 & Chviſt 

he hears of an offer of Chriſt, and ſhould won- 1. The flighs 

derat the love of the Lord in doing this, he tcr« 


Charch and ſays, We muſt give Miniſters 
the Wall in the Pulpit and, Poor menjthey 
tuſt have fomewhat to ſay and preach for 
their living z There was a good plain Ser- 
Mon to day; the man ſeems to mean well, but 
[think he be no great Scholar, And fo makes 
nomore of the offer of Chriſt, than of the of- 
fer of a firaw at their feet, If a good bargain 
be offered them, they will ſorget all their bu- 
kineſs to accompliſh that ; yet they mzke 
light of this offer, Mar. 22.5. +. The dates 


_ fecing ver. 
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Chriſt our on- ſec ing his fins to be ſo great , and feeling hi 
Iy Redeeemer. },c.:t fo hard, and finding but little good from 
VID God, lince he ſovght for help, ( like Cain) 

flieth from the preſence of the Lord; lik 
a mad Lion he breaks his chains of reſtrain. | 
ing grace, and runneth roaring aſter his prey, 
alter his cups, queans, Juſts, &c. and fo wil 
not honour Chrilt with ſuch a great cured 
ſuch great ſins, that he ſhall never have th: 
credit of it, nor will be b:htolden to him 
{uch a kindneſs. 
3.The prefum- Thirdly, The preſumptuous Unbelien, 
rucus unbelic- that ſeeing what ſins he hath committed, and 
m_ it may be he h:ving alittle touch, and ſome 
ſorrow for his fins, catcheth at Chriſt, b-K 
ping to be ſaved by him before ever he comp 
to be loaden within as the greateſt eviln; 
Gods wrath kindlcd agaioſt him as his grat 
eſt curſez and ſo catching at Chriſt, hops 
he hath Chriſt,and hoping he hath Chriſt 
ready, ſhuts out Chriſt tor the future, al 
ſo reje&s him, Micah. 3.11. You ſhall bis 
theſe men and women never complain of th} 
want,but only of the weakneſs ot their faith, 
and they will not be beaten off from thence! 
let them hear never ſo much of their miley, 
nor ſee never ſo much of their fin, yet the 
will not be bcatcn off from truſting tt 
Chriſt, | = 
fe 4. The totte- Fourthly, The tottering, doubrful Unbel 
; EbT ring & doubt- ver one that is ina quetion whether he wah 
[5 AR, ful unbeliever. bt have Chritt or no. He ſees ſome: gov pi 
in Chrift that he would gladly have himforh}. 
as, Then Ithall have Heaven, and PardWyl 


The Sincere Convert. ; 3 3 C 


and Grace, and: Hence : and yet he ſees ma- Cd 
ny things he diſlikes with Chrift ; as name- !Y Redeemer. 
\ Then farewell Merry meetings, Paſtimes, eto... 
Cards and Dice, Pleaſureand finful Games. 
 B And hence they totter this way and that way, 
'Ynot knowing whether they had beſi have 
|EChrik or no, Fames,1.6,7. Theſe people re- 
| {& Jeſus Chrift. 
| 
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IV. And now come and ſee the greatneſs IV. : 
The great e- 


Rf this (in. | goons 
1. It's a moſi bloody fin; it's a trampling - le 


| | under foot the blood of the Son of God,Heb. 1.A bloudy fin 
Yio.21, | : 
'Y 2. I's a moſt diſhonourizg fin: for as by 2:4 diſhonoy-« 
the firſt act of Faith a man glorifieth God by 578 ban: 
{obeying all the Law at an inſtant in Chriſt ; 
ſoby rejeting him thou doſt break all thoſe 
Laws of God in an inſtant, and ſo doſt diſho= 
nour hitns | | > 
3. It's a moſt xrgratefwl ſin ; it's a diſpifing 3-4n ungrates | 
Gods greateſt love, which the Lord takes Ss 
_ moſt heavily. ES | De 
4. It's a moſt inexcuſable fin; for what hen} mia 
have you to calt againſt Feſ#s Chriſt ? Oh,my Objef 
s are ſo great, thou wilt ſay. But take Anſw; 
Ori, his blood will waſh thee trom all thy 
ns, | 
"" but my heart is hard, and my mind Obje, 
Wolind, | 
"B Yea, but take me, and I will break thine Ani 
J Kart, open thine eyes. A new heart is Gods 
"Yoiit,and he hath promiſed to create it in us. | 
- Oh, but then I mull forſake all my plea- 
| ares. | 


—Te Pao 6c wo _ ec TS _ "OD - 


>>. CS 


<> >—_ — .-- 


ObjeF, | 


& 3- Thou 
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ly Redeemer. {6 pitely in Chriſt, 
Oh, butI cannot take Chriſt. 


_ Oh : but Chriſt can give thee an hand 
PH to receive him yz As well as give away him: 


@. ſelf. 
' s.Anheavyfin $5- Itisa moſt heavy ſin. W hat fin wil 
- gripe ſo in hell as this? Fob. 3. 19, God th 
_ Father ſhall firike the Devils for breaking 
the Law of the Creation ; but God the Sn 
(hall irike thee, and the Comforter him 
ſhall ſer himſelf againſt thee, for deſpiling the 
means and off: rs of Redemption. The Devib 


might never have had mercy; but thoullul} 


think with anguiſh, and vexation, and mak 
neſs of heart, | might have had a Chriſt,hews 
offered unto mez mercy wooed this ſtubbon 
proud heart to yield, but, O Rock of Ad 
mant that I was! itdid not affe& me. 0h 
flie ſpeedily to this City of refuge, left the pu 

ſaer of blood overtake thee, | 
Uſe 5 Away then out of your ſelves to the Loo 
' _ Jeſus. Heaven and Earth leave thee, and hate 
torſaken thee; now there is but one Mort 
that can do thee good , and deliver thy fol 
An invication from endleſs ſorrow; go to him , andti 
ro take hold hold on him, no with the mou preſurp 
on Chriſt. tion and love to thy ſelf, to ſav@thy ſelf, hit 
fu with the hand offaith, and love to him,tols 

: EL | nour him. : 

* $36 Objec!, * Iam wellenough already ; what telly 
= me of Chriſt ? LE Wh 
Anſw, This is the damning fin of theſe tims 
when men have Chiiti offered unto. then 


19) (5 


Chriſt our on- Thou ſhalt have them fully, continually, | 
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\ | forctelling them elſe of Wrath tocome, they Chriſt our on- 

hþ fay they are well; hence feeling no judge- ly Redeemer. 
ment here, they fear no wrath hereafter; = .V_. 

4 | hence being well, they feel no need of Chriſt; ceroad te. wg 

hence till they die they never: ſeck out tor a | 

$avionr, Men will not come into the Ark 

F already made for them , before the Flood 

, ariſe. The World makes ſo much of thoſe it 

, | nurſeth up , that they are unwiliing to come 

; fo Heaven , when they are called to come 

i home. 

' But it may bz Chriſt hath not redeemed Objed. 

» | me,nor ſhed his blood for me,therefore why 

+ © ſhould I go to him? 

It way be it is true, it may be not; yet do Anſw. 
thou venture,as thoſe Foel 2. Who knows but 
the Lord may return? It is true, God hath 
| clected but tew , and fothe Son hath ſhed 
; | his blood and died but fora few; yet this is 
no excufe for thee tolie down and ſay, What 
ſhould I ſeek out of my ſelf for ſuccour ? 

1 Thou muſt in this cafe venture and try , as 

many men amongſt us do now, who hearing 

|| *f one good Living fallen, twenty of. them 

18 vill go and ſeck for it, although they know 

{| only one ſhall have it. Therefore fay as 

thoſe Lepers in Samaria, If I ſtay here in my 

{| fins, Idies If I goout to the Campof the To fay that 

Syrians, we may live we can but die, how- Chriſt hath z 

ever: If I goout to Chriſt, l may get mercy; rect wy 

however I can but die, and it is better to die cue for not 

at Chriſt's feet , thanin my own puddle. coming to. 

Content not your ſelves therefore with your Chriſt. _ 

bare reformation and amending your lives; RE 
| G 3 this 
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Few are ſaved this is but tocroſs the debt in thineown book 
ghar wich it — nn_ggarey wo eg Creditor 
WS book ſtill - but go, take, offer up this eter. 
nal ſacrifice befor: the eyes of God the F+ 
ther, and cry guilty at his Bar, and look for 
mercy from him; ſigh under thy bondage, 
that as Moſes was ſent unto the Iſraelites,þ 
m3y Chriſt be (ent into thy ſoul. Reft not 
therefore in the ſight or ſenſe of a helplck 
condition, ſaying, I cannot help my ſclf, un; 
leſs Chriſt doth. Sigh unto the Lord Tels 
in Heaven for ſuccour, and admire the Lord 
ſor ever, that when there was no help, and 
when he might have raiſed out of the fone 


=. children to praiſe him, yet hc ſhould ſendhi 
o Son out of his boſom to ſave thee. So mack 
for this particular. 
The fifth Divine Principle follows tok 
handled. 
CHAP. V. 


- 


That thoſe that are Gd are very few! ont 
thoſe that are _ are ſaved with wy 
much aifficnlty. * 


Ls The fifth prin- & Treight is the gate, and narrow is the m1 
Ciple. that leadeth anto life,and few there be * 
find it, Mat.7,14. - 
| Hereare two parts, 
I. Thepavcity of chem that ſhall be | 
Few p find the way thither, © The ; 
2, A v. ; 
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k | 2+ The difficulty of being ſaved ; Streight Feware ſaved, _ 
| and narrow is the way and gate unto life, —_— with - - 
er. | | Hence ariſe two DoGtrines, _— Libs | | 
5, | '1. That the number of them that ſhall be 34; ;. | 
for | faved is very fmall, Luke 13.24. The Devil f 
» | hath his drove and ſwarms to go to Hell, as 
6 Þ faſtas Bees to their Hives : Chriſthath his 

o | flock,and that is but a little flock. Hence Gods MuKe 12.32- 
*hildren are called Fewels,Mal,3.19. which 

& commonly are kept ſecret in reſpect of the 

other lumber in the Houſe - hence they are 

"called ftrangers and pilgrims, which are very 


1} few in reſpect of the inhabitants of the Coun- 

&& frey through which they pals: hence they | 
is are called ſons of God, 1 Fob. 3.2. of the Blood — 
4 Royal, which are few in reſpect of common &2 . 
| Sbjces, 

þ But ſee the truth of this Point in theſe two 

| things. | 


Firſt, look to all ages and times of the Fewſaved in if 
World; Secondly, to all placrs and perſons all ages: -— 
one World ; and we ſhall ſee few men were th ; 
ved, | 4 

1. Look to all ages, and we ſhall find but 1. 1 
a handful ſaved. As ſoon as ever the Lord _ '-- 
depaa to keep houſe, and there were but two 
families in it, there was a bloody Cain living, Wy 
and a good Abel flain. And as the World as the world! 
Increaſed in number , ſo in wickedneſs, increaſed in 

Gen,'6. 12. itis ſaid , A! fleſp bad corrupted ene" ig | 
'Þ their ways, and amongſt ſo many thouſand FEES 
| Men not one righteous but Noab, and his fa- 
© ily 3 and yet in the Ark there crept in acur- 
$ {d Chan, | : 
_— G 4 After-' 


Few are ſaved, 
and that with 
athculry. 

- A h 


——— 
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Afterwards, 2s Abraham's poſterity in 


creaſed, ſo wee ſee their firnabounded. Why 


his poſterity was in Egypt , where , one 


would think, if ever men were good, now it 
would appear, being ſo heavily afflicted by 
Phararh, being by ſo many Miracles miracy. 


louſly delivered by the hand of Moſes , ye | 


moſt of theſe God was wroth with, Heb. 3.11, 
and only two of them,Caleb and Foſhna,went 
into Canaan, a type of Heaven. Look into 
Solomon's time : what glorious times? what 
great profeſſion was there then? Yetaſte 


his death tex Tribes fell to the odious fin.of 
Idolatry,following the command of Jeroboay 


their King. Look farther into 1ſazab's time, 
when there were multitudes of Sacrifices atld 
Prayers, Ifa. 1. 11. yet then there was byta 
remnant, nay, a Very little reztant, tht 


ſhqapld be ſaved. And look to the time of 


Chriſt*s coming in the fleſh, ( for I pick out 
the beſt time ot all ) when one would thivk 
by ſuch Sermons he preached, - ſuch Miracle 
he wrought, ſucha Lifc as he led, * all the 
Fews would have entertained him; yetitis 
ſaid, He came wnto his own, and they received 
him not. Sofew, that Chriſt himſelf admire 
at one good Nathaniel, Eebold,an Ifraclite/in 
whom there is no guile. In the Apoſtles tim? 


many indeed were converted, but tew compe®_ 


rativelyz ard amongſt the beſt Churches 


were many bad, as that at Philippi, Phillip 
p14ns 318,Many had a name to live, but wer. 


dead, and few only kept their garments ur | 


ſpotted. And preſently after the Apoſiles }| 
1 rcemrncd Horan time. 


_ general Reformation among them, and hath 
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I time Many grievous wolves came in aud devon- Fey areſaved, 4 | 
i red the ſheep ; and (o inſucceeding Ages, Ke- Þdthar with Þ 


ungodly world. Latimer heard ſo much pro- Latimer, 


| them before? And at Chrifi*'s coming ſhall be 


' and ſee how few (hall be ſaved. The World ſavetia all 


Church, howſcever now in theſe daies their 7,1 yor »por 


'pel:22.9. All the earth wondred at the whore in aifficulry, - 
And in Lutber's time, when the light be- Ads 20, 28,29 

gantoariſe again,he ſaw ſo many carnal Goſ- 39 

pellers, that he breaks out in one Szrmon in- _— 

to:theſe ſpeeches ; God grant I may aever live 

j1 ſee thoſe bloady daies that ere coming upon au 


\ Phaneneſs in his time, that.he thought verily 
Dooms-day was juſt at hand. And have not - 
ouriears heard cenſuring thoſe in the Pala- 
tinate, where ( as *tis reported) many have *1 
fallen from the glorious Goſpel to Papery, as | 
faſtas leaves fall in Autumn? Who would have 
thought there had lurked ſuch hearts under 
lucha (hew of deteſting Popery, as was among 


find faith onthe earth, EY 
| 2, 

2.Let us look unto all places and perſons, Few ſhall te 

is now ſplit jto four parts, Europe, Aſia, A- places. _ 

fries and America; and the three biggelt 

parts are drowned in a deluge of prophane- 

nels and ſuperGition, they do not ſo much ' 

© profeſs Chriſt » you may ce the ſentence 1... 1. 5, 

of death written on theſe mens forcheads , 5,4 thy fury up- 

fer. 10, «lt, Butlet us look upon the- beſt on the h2ather * , 

part of the world, and that is Europe; how tht know thee = 


 : motjandiponthe © 
few ſhall be Gaved there? Firſt, the Grecian were 


good Patriach of Conſtantinople is about a thy name; 


done 


te EC. — — 
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[yl 114; Few areſayed done much good 3 yet are they for the pre. 
[91199 ths rt with ſent,and have been for the moſt part of then, 
[0h 64-2 y———_ without the ſaving means of knowledge. The 
| content themſelves with their old Superftitl. 
ons, having little or no Preaching at all. Ang 
for the other parts, as Italy, Spain, Frang, 
Germany, for the moſt part they 'are Popiſh; 
and ſee the end of theſe men, 2 The. 2. 9,10, 
11,12, And now among(t them that cany | 
the badge of Honeſiy, 1 will not ſpeak what 
mine ears have heard and may heart believe | 
- concerning other Churches I will comeuy- 
to our own Church of Exglasd, which is the 
molt flouriſhing Church in the World : ne 
ver had Church ſuch Preachers, ſuch means; 
yet have we not ſome Chapels and Churches 
and as Dark- Lanterns without light, where 
people arc led with blind, or idle, or ligen- 
tious Miniſters, and fo both fall into the 
ditch ? | 
Few ſhall be Nay, even amongſt them that have the 
m n EZ" means of grace, but few ſhall be ſaved. It 
n—_ may be ſometimes among ninety nine ina 
Pariſh, Chriſt ſends a Miniſter to call fone 
Luke 18.24,25 One loſt ſheep among them, Mat,13. Thee 
grounds were bad where the ſeed was ſown 
and only one ground good. Vers a firanye 
Chryſoſtow ſpeech of Chryſoftom in his fourth Sermonio 
cn m4 the people of Antioch, where h: was much 
och an hun- ; , 
Fw" 5þs 19 dred could not beloved, and did much good ; How many 
as be ſaved. you think ((aith he) ſhall be ſaved in this City! 
1% It will be an hard ſpeech to you, but I will ſpec 


"4 2428 it; though bere be ſo many thouſands of yl 
«10/081 Bt ; 
pd; | yet there cannot be found an bundred that by 


_—_ 


F Never tell me we are baptized, and are Chri- 


_ onthem, and we (hall ſce only few in the City 


Meadow, that pay all they owe, and do no 


mot to call the righteous, but ſinners to repen- 


Kings and honeſt men when look upon 


deceive others and themſclyes toog2 Tim.3.5. 
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be ſaved, and I doubt of them too : For what Few areſaved, 
villany is there among you? what ſlnth is and that with 
in old men? and ſo he goes on. So fay I: \' culty, 


. 
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flians, and truſt to Chriſt 3 let us but ſeparate 
the Goats from the Sheep, and cxclude none Thoſe which 


| "on the Scripture 
but ſuch as the Scripture doth, and ſets acrols 1 ? _ 


upon their doors, with, Lord, bave mercy up- ſalvation, 


OT 
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ex wy 
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ſhall be ſaved. | 
7. Caſt out all the prophaxe people among x.The pro- 

us, as Drunkards, Swearers, Whores, Li- phane. 

ars; which the Scripture brands for black 

ſheep, and condemns them in an hundred 

places. 
2: Set by all Civil men,that are but Wolves 2.The Civit | 

chained up, tame Devils, Swine in a fair ME. 


nei CC 
DE DC DIZILCEES 


[1 
' 
\ 
- ” 
— > te 6 <a eye ons oo He IO 
- "_— TT ——— 4 — 
” Trae water . 

a » > creme nnat none o 


\ — 


body any harm, yet donone any great good, 
that plead for themſelves and ſay, Who can ſay 
black is mine eye? Theſe are righteous men, 
whom Chriſt never came to call; For be came 


tance, 
3. Caſt by all Hypocrizes, that, like ſtage- 4 The Hype- 
players, in the ſight of others a& the parts of pocrites. 


them in their tiring-houſe, they are but baſe 

varlets. | 
4. Formal Profeſſors and Carnal Goſpel- ,, The formal 

lers. that have a thing Jike faith, and like Profeſſors. 

ſorrow, and like true repentance, and like good 

defires; but yet they be but Pictures, chey 


Set 


n__— 
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[ £14, Few areſaved Set by theſe four ſorts, how few then ar 
" Ls a po with tobe ſaved, even among them that are hatcht 
br TR $1 4 in the boſom of the Church £ - 

NAS; HATS: "Ul. Firſt,here then is a Uſe of Encouragement 
FO 0N Ofencourage- Be not diſcouraged by the name of Single 
Pr RR ment, rity. What , do you think your felf wiſer 
Ws: LE. than others? and ſhall none be ſaved but ſuch 


TL | as. are fo preciſe as Miniſters prate® Arc 
010465; you wiſer than others, that you think none 
2k ſhall goto Heaven but yourſelf? I tell you, 
if you would be ſaved, you muſt be (ingular 

men, not out of fa&ion, but out of conſcience 

Acts 24.16, b-” 

Dew. Soromity, here is matter of terror to al 
Of Terror, thoſe that be of opinion that few ſhall be 
ved; and therefore when they are convinced 

of the danger of fin by the-Word, they flie 

to this ſhelter, If Lbe damned, it will bewg 

to many more beſides me then;as though moſt 

ſhould not be damned, Oh yes, the moſtef 

them that live in the Church ſhall periſh: 
and this made an Hermite, which Theodere | 

mentions, tollive fifteen years in a Cellina 

deſolate Wilderneſs, with nothing but bread 

and water, and yet doubt after all his fot 

row, whether he ſhould be ſaved or no. Oh, 

God's wrath is heavy, which thou ſhalt ons 

, day bear. | | 

Uſe 3. Thirdly, this miniſtreth Exhort ation todll 
Of Exhortati- confident people, that think they believe, and 
| on toallconfi- ſay they doubt not but to be ſaved; and 
dent people: hence donot much fear death. Oh, Jeam 
hence to ſuſpe@t and fear your eſtate, and 

fear it ſomuch, that thou can(i not be au 

| : until 


ae 


nt; 
las 
ler 


their cars, whoſe Conſeiences never trouble dy. 
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and that with 


be ſaved. When Chriſt told his Diſciples difficulty. 


that one of them ſhould betray him, they all 

id, Maſter, is it ? But if he had faid cle- 

ven of them ſhould betray him, all. except 

one, would they not all conclude, Swrely is 

#1? It che Lord had faid, only few ſhall be 

damned, every man might fear, It may be 

itis I ; but now he ſaics moſt ſhall,every man 

may cry out and ſay,Sarely it is T.No humble 

heart, but is driven to and fro with many ſting- 

ing fears this way 3 yet there is a generation 

of preſurmptuous, braſen-fac'd, bold people, - 

that confidently think of themſelves, as the 

Jews of the Phariſees, ( being fo -holy and PreſumptuGus. 

frit)cthat if God ave but two in the World, Menthink of 

they ſhall make one. Fg egy py 
The child of God indeed #s bold as a Lien; ye phariſces, 

but he hath Gods Spirit and Promiſe aſſuring 

him of his eternal welfare. But I ſpeak of 

divers that have no ſound ground to prove 

this Point, ( which they pertinacioufly de- 

fend ) that they ſhall be ſaved. This conti- Conſciencera- 

dent humor rageth moſt of all in our old ges moſtin 

profeſſors at large , who think, That's a jeſt FTI 

indeed, that having been of a good belict ſo 5 

long, that they now ſhould be fo far behind- 

hand as to begin the work, and lay the foun- 

dation anew. And not only among theſe, The Deviine- 


| . ver troubles 
but amongſt divers forts of people whom the ſome men, be- 
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until thou haſt got ſome aſſurance thou ſhalt Feware ſaved+ 
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Devil never troubles, becauſe he is ſure of cauſe he is ſure _ 


them already , and therefore crics peace in of them alrea« 


and 


them, becauſe that hath ſhut its eyes : 
| | | hence 
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and that with Gag js merciful unto them, and will be {, 
— dfrculty. \ct never ſee they are deceived, untill they 
WOTCE! - awake with the flames of Hell about their 
BEARER ears : and the world troubles them not,thy 
REES have their hearts defire here, becauſe they 
8 608 are friends to it, and ſo enemies to God, 
; And. Miniſters never trouble them, for.they 
have none ſuch as are fit for that work near 
| them; or if they have, they can fit and ſleep 
Friends never in the Church , and chuſe whether they will 
reprove ſome helieve him. And their friends never trou- 
—_ of blethcm, becauſe they are afraid to diſpleaſe 
ng 8 them. This one truth well pondered and 
thought on may damp thine heart, and make 
thy conſcience flic in thy face, and fay, They 
art the max; it may be, there are better in 
Hell then thy ſelf that art ſo confident; and 
therefore tell me what haſt thou to ſay: for thy 
ſelf, that thou ſhalt be ſaved ? In what thing 
haſt thou gone beyond them that think they ore 
rich and want nothing, who yet are poor, blind, 
miſerable and naked ? 
Thou wilt ſay haply,firft,I have left my fins 
I once lived in, and am now no drunkard, no 
{wearecr, or liar, Oc. | | 
I anſwer 3, thou mayeſt be wafht from thy 
mire, (the pollution of the world ) and yet 
be a ſwine in Gods account; 2 Pet, 2: 20. 


2 OE thou mayeſt live a blamelc(s, innocent, honeſt, 

+I ſmooth life, and yet be a miſcrable creature 

Pol Kill, Ph11.3.6. 
+ Obje4. 2, , Butl pray, and that often. 
9h, lnſw. This thou maycſi do, and yet never be «) 


Few areſaved, hence they ſleep, and ſl:eping dream that | bd: 
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{red, Iſai. 1. 11. To what purpoſe is your mul- Few are ſaved 


titude of ſacrifices? Nay, thcu mayeſt pray ydirm with 
with much affcQion, with a good heart, as _—_ 
thou thinkeſt,yet he a thouſand miles off from 
keing ſaved, Prov.1.28. | 
But I fali ſometimes, as well as pray. ObjeR. 3, 
So did the Scribes and Phariſces,even twice 4,(;p" 
zweek 3 which could not be publick,but pri- 
nate faſts. And yet this righteouſneſs could 
never ſave them. —— | 
But I hear the Word of God, and like the Objecr 4, 
bei preachers, | | | 


, This thou mayeſt do too, and yet never 4»ſw. 


be ſaved. Nay,thou mayeſtſo hear,as to re- xzeb.33-31, 
ccive much joy and comfortin hearing, nay, 32 
tobelieve and catch hold on Chriſt, and fo 
ſay and think he is thine , and yet not be ſa- 
ved, as the ftony ground did, Mattbew*13, 
who heard the word with joy, and for a ſea- 
ſou believed. © 
I read the Scripture often.  Objeet. 5. 
This you may do too, and yet never be fa- Anſw. 
ved;as the Phariſees, who were fo perſcQ in 
reading the Bible, that Chriſt needed but 
only ſay, 1: bath been ſaid of old time, tor they 
knew the tcXt and place well enough without 
Intimation. 
But Iam grieved and am ſorrowful » and Object, 6. 
repent for my fins paſt. | FRE 
Judas did thus, Matth. 27.3. he repents Anſe. 
bimſelf with a lcgal repentance for fear of 
Hell, and with a natural ſorrow for dealing 
fo unkindly with Chriſt, in betraying not 
only blood,but innocent blood. Tn 
iation 


w  —_ 
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Few areſaved, lation is ever accompanied' with heary 
and that with reformation. | 
' icalty. Oh; but love good men,and their com. 
any. | 
_; So did the five fooliſh Virgins love the 
company, and ( at the time of extremity ) thy 
very oyl and grace of the wiſe, yet they wer 
f locked out of the gates of mercy. cf 
Objed, 8. But God hath given me more kuowledii 
than others, or than I my ſelf had once. © 
Anſw. This thou mayeſt have,and be able to teach 
Rom.2.19, Others, and think fo of thy ſelf too, and yet 
never be faved. | 
Objed. g. But I keep the Lords day firiQly. | 
Anſw. So did the Jews, whom yet Chriſi cot 
IJ demned, and they were never ſaved. 
© Ohjedi. 10. I have very many good defires and endiv 
} vorers to get Heaven. * 
© Anſw. Theſe thou and choufands may have, and 
.. | yet miſs of Heaven. EY 
Luke 13.24. Many ſball feek to enter in at that nartow 
gate,and not be able. 
0bjeE.11. Frue, thou wilt ſay, many men do many 
: uties,but without any life or zeal; 1 ami'ite 
OUs. 
Anſw. So thou mayſt be, and yet never be ſaved, 
Phil.3.6,11.. as Jehu. Paul was zealous when he wi 
a Phariſce: and if he was fo for a falſe Rel 
gion, and a bad cauſe, why, much more may- 
EFELS e{t thou be for a good cauſe; fo zealous, # ' 
ENDS not only to cry out againſt profanenefs i 
(11 the wicked, but the civil honeſty of others, 
and hypocrifie of others, yea, even of the 


coldnels of the beſt of Gods people ; thoi 
mayel 


T 
Q 
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4 the whole Country of Judea came flocking 


things; Iſa 58. 2, 3. They delight in ap= 


done from my youth ;, what lack 1 yet ? 


_— 
5 - 7} x rg 


mayeſt be the fore-horle in the Team,and the Few arefaved, 
Ring-leader of good exerciſes amongſt the 34 thar with 
beſt menz (as Foaſh, a wicked King, was the G— 

firſt that complained of the negligence of his 2chro;, 44+ 

belt Officers in not repairing the Temple ) 4,5,5. 

and to ſtir them up unto it. Nay, thou mayeſk : 

be (o forward, as to be perſecuted, and not 

yicld an.inch, nor ſhrink in the wetting, but 

miycft manfully and couragiouſly ſtand it out 

in time of perſecution, as the thorny ground 

did. So zealous thou mayeſt be, as to 11ke beſt 

of, and to flock moſt unto, the moſt zealous = 
Preachers,that ſearch mens conſciences beſt 5 = 


to Jobns Miniftry, and delighted to hear 
bimfor a ſeaſon : nay, thou mayeſi be fo zea- 
lous as to take ſweet delight in doing all thefe 


proaching near unto God, yet come ſhort of 
Heaven. Ds 3 El 
But thou wilt ſay, True; many a man rides Objed. 124 . 
poſi,that breaks his neck at laſtz many a man | F 
is zealous, but his fire is (con quenct!d, and 
his zeal is ſoon ſpentz they hold not cut y 
whereas I am conftant,and perfcvere in godly 
courſes. | | 
Sodid that young man,yet he was a grace» ' 
leſs es, Aes. rp All theſe ibings bave 1 ſs 


"_ 
| . 4/4 
/ 4. 
» F, 4 ! 


Itis true, Hypocrites may perleveregbut they gy; | : 
know themſelves to be naught all the while, & Pery 
ſo deceive others : but I am perfwaded that 1 

am in Gods favour, and in a (ate and happy e- 


Riate,ſince 1 do all with a good heart for God. + 
E | mM [This 


—_ ESI _ ——_— 


kt} OY Few are ſaved, 
Mr #3 and that with 
Ee : difficulty. 

ol | þ Anſw. 


Prov.l4. 12» 


Some Hypo- 
crites dece1ve 
themſelves, 
ſome deceive 
others. 


Mat.2g. 
The hve foo- 
liſh Virgins. 


»of . 
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This thou mayeſt verily think of thy ſelf, 
and yet be deceived, and damned, and po to 


the Devil at laſt, There is a way ( faith S9lz. 
mon ) that ſeemeth right to a man, but the end 
thereof is the way of death. Fox he is an Hy- 


pocrite not only that makes a ſeeming out-. 


ward ſhow «tf what he hath not, but allo that 
hath a true ſhow of what indeed there is not, 


The tirfi ſort of Hypocrites deceive other | 


only ; the latter having ſome inward, yet 
common, work ,deceiverhemſclves too, Fame; 


1,26. If any man ſeem to be religious, (ſh 


many are, and ſo deceive the World, but it is 
added ) deceiving bis own ſoul. Nay, thou 
mayeſi go ſo fairly, and liveſo honeſily,that 
all the beſt Chriſtians about thee may think 
well of thee, and never ſuſpe& thee z and ſo 
mayeſi paſs through the World, and die 
with a dcluded comfort, that thou ſhall go 
to Heaven, and be canonized for a Saintin 
thy Funeral-Sermon, and never know thou 
art counterfeit, till the Lord brings thee to 
thy Gri& and Iaſt examination, and ſothou 
receiveſt that dreadful ſentence, Go ye cure 


ſed. So it was with the five fooliſh Virgins, that 
were never diſcovered by the wiſe, nor by. 


themſelves, until the gate of grace was ſhut 
upon them. Tf thou haſt therefore no bet- 
ter evidences toſhew for thy (elf , that thine 
eſtate is good, than the reſt, I'le not give a pins 
point for all thy flattering falſe' hopes of be- 


og ſaved : but it may be thou haſt never yet 


come ſo far as to this pitch ; and if not, Lord! 


what will become of thee ? Suſpect thy felt 


much 


& 


by 
j 
0 
v 
h 
K 
n 
f 


- an» © =y 


> Tamer | 
' conclude, Its a wonder of wonders, anda 
ONT NESS 


ever fo far, let him do never fo much, but 
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much , and when in this ſhipwrack of ſouls Few are ſaved, 
thou leeſt ſo many chouſands link,cry out and 324 thar with 
[fhculry, 

thouſand and a thouſand to one, if ever thou 
comeſt ſafe to ſhore, 
' Oh, firive then to be one of them that Uſe. 
ſhall be ſaved, though it coſt thee thy blood, Strive to beſas 
and the loſs of all that thou haſt, labour to v<d- 
go beyond all thoſe that go ſo far, and yet 
periſh at the laſt. Do not lay, that ſecing ſo 
few ſhall be ſaved, therefore this diſcourageth 
me from ſecking , becauſe all my labour may 
be in vain» Confider that Chriſt here makes 
another and a better uſe of it, Luke 3.24. See- 
ing that many ſhall ſeck and not enter therefore 
(faith he ) trive to enter in at the ſtraight gate; 
venture at leaſt, and try what the Lord will 
do for thee. | 

Wherein doth the child of God ( and fo 2». 
bow may I ) go beyond theſe Hypocrites that 


go (ofar ? | | 

In three things principally. : Aunſw. 
Firſt, no unregenerate man, though he go Whereina | 
child of God 


he lives in ſome one {in or other ,, ſecret or _ ———— 
open, little or great. Jud went far, but ht j, No unre- 
was covetous. Herod went far, but he loved generate man 
his Herodias, Every Dog hath his kennel, but Ives m 
every ſwine hath his ſwill, andevery wicked _ KDOWNN 
man his luſt : for no unregencrate man hath 
fruition of God to content him 3 and there is | 
no mans heart but it mutt have ſome good to 
content it, which good is to be found only 
in the fountain of all good, and that is God 5 
ſb: > Ma2a:-, | OE 
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Few are ſaved, or jn the Ciſtern, and that is in the Cres | 


_— WI tures : Hence a man having loſt full content. 

{4d —- in God, heſecksfor, and feeds upon con- 

11h =P tentment in the creature, which he makes 
NAUK 3 24s ONE God to him; and here lies his-Juſt or fin, 
Ri T4 *k which he muſt nezds live in. - Hence, ask 
| nds thoſe men that go very far, and take their 
ae 04 B + peny for good Silver, and commend them- 
WE | ſelves ſor their good deſires. I ſay, ask them 


_ Itthey have no fin: Yes, ſay they, who can 
live without fin? and fo they give way tohin, 
and therefore livein fin. Nay, commonly 
all the Duties, Prayers, Care and Teal of 

the beſt Hypocrites are to hide a luſt: as the 
Hypocrites Whore in the Proverbs, that wipes her mouth 
hike the whore and goes to the Temple, and pays hex vows: 
in Praverbs,or or tofeed a luſt ; as Jebu his zeal again(t Bad! 
en "aa. pat was to get a Kingdom. There remains; 
orthale root of bitterneſs in the beſt Hypocrites, 
ed which howſoever it be lopt off ſometimesby 
{1cknels or horror of conſcience, and a man 
bath purpoſes never to commit it again, yet 
there it ſecretly Jurks; and though jt ſeemeth 
to be bound and conquered by the Ford, or 
by Prayer,or by outward Croſſes, or while the 
hand of God is upona Man, yet the inward 
ſtrength and power of it remains ſtill : and 
theretore when temptations, like ſtrong Phi- 
liſtins, are upon this man again, he breaksall 
vows, promiſes, bonds of God, and willſavt 
the life of his tin. $i 
Secondly, No unregenerate man or wo 
man ever came to be Poor in ſpirit, and o to 


2. [lnregene- 
rate men are 
. Not poor 1N 


Spirit. be carried out of all Dutics unto Chiiki : if 
14 
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it were poſſible for them to forſake and break Few arc ſaved, 
looſe for ever from all tin, yet here they ſtick and that with 


as the Scribes and Phariſees; and fo, like 
zealous Paul before his convertion, they fali- 
ed and prayed, and kept th: Sabbath, bur 


they reſted in their legal righteouſneſs, and 


in the performance of theſe and the like du- 
ties Take the beſt Hypocrice that hath the 
moſt ſtrong perſwations of Gods Love' to 
him, and ask him why he hopes to be ſaved; 
he will anſwer, Tpray, read, hear, love good 
men, cry out of the fins of the time. And 
tell him again, that an Hypocrite may climb 
theſe (iairs and go as far: he will reply, true 
indeed, but they do not what they do with 
2 ſound heart but to be ſeen of ren. Mark 
now, how theſe men feel a good heart in 
themſelves, and in all things they do, and 
therefore feel not 2 want of all pood, which 
is poverty of ſpirit; and theretore here they 
fall ſhort, Iſai. 66.2. There were divers 
Hypocrites ferward for the worſhip for God 
in the Temple 3 but God loaths theſe, be- 
cauſe not poor in ſpirit, to whom only it is 
ſaid the Lord will look. I have ſeen many 
profeſſors very forward for a}l good duties, 
but as ignorant of Chriſt, when they are fift- 
&d, as blocks. Andif. a man ( as few do ) 
know not-Chriſt , he muſt reſt in his duties, 
becauſe he knows not Chriſt, to whom he 


mult go and be carried it ever he be ſaved, I 


have heard of a man that, being condemned 


to die, thought to eſcape the Gallows, and 
9 himſelf from hanging, by a certain 


 & giſt 


IOT 


difficulty. 
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-—++0ng {:ek to ſave themlclyes «ms gifts of know. 
dgcounagy,Þ ledge, gifts of memory, gilts of prayer , when 
__ hey key muſi die tor their cg This is 
the ruine of many a ſou], that though he for. 
ſake Egypt, and his fins and fleſh-pots there, 
and will never be ſoas he hath been; yethe 
never cometh into Canaan, but loſeth himlf 
and his ſoul in a wilderneſs of many datie, 
and there periſheth, __ 

. Thirdly, if any unregenerate Man come 
£76 gl unto Chriſt, he never gets into Cbriſt, that 
1ſt in Chritt 1s, never takes his eternal reſt,and lodging iy 
cy. Jeſus Chriſt only, Heb. 4.4. Judas followed 
Chriſt for the Bag, he would have the Bag and 
Chriſt too. The young man came unto Chil 
to be his Diſciple, but he would have Chrif 
and the world too. ' They will not content 
themſelves with Chriſt alone, nor with the. 
World alone, but make thei: markets out of 
both, like whoriſh wives, that will pleak 
their Husbands and others too, Men in diſtre 
ot conicienceit they have comfort (rom Chrif, 

they are.contented; if they have ſalvation 
trom H:Il by Chriti, they are contented ; but 
_ Chrilt himſelf contents them not. Thus tar an 
Hypacrite g0Es DOt. $0 much for the firlt 
Doctrine ob{c.xved out of the Text, I come 

3 now to the ſecond. 


2.Anregere- 


we. * Pf. Ditt.2, That thiſethat are ſaved are ſave 


Sg vation dif- 5th much diffculty : or , Itis a wonderful 


a bard thing to be ſaved, 
The yate is (ireight, and therefore a man 
mult ſweat and firiveto enter; both the e- 
LY trance 


\ 


Few arc (xved, pift he ſaid he had of whifiling : ſome men {| 


0 00” 0 


4y come, lightly go, Indeed Chriſt's yoke is o2ſie 
. H4 ; 
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[+ trance is difficult, and the progreſs of falva. Feware ſaved, 
tion too. Feſus Chriſt is not got with a wet and thar with 


finger. It is not wiſhing and deſiring to be ifficulry. 


ved will bring men to Heaven : Hells © - ; 


mouth is full ot good wiſhes, It is not ſhed- 
ding a tear at a Sermon , or blubbering now 
and then in a corner, and ſaying over thy 
prayers,” and crying God mercy for thy fins, 


will fave thee. It is not, Lord, bave mercy 
. #pon xs,will do thee good. It is not coming 


conſtantly to Church. Theſe are cafie mat- 
ters. But it isa tough work, a wondexful 
hard matter to be ſaved, 1 Pet. 4.18. Hence 
the way to Heaven is compared to a Race, 
where a man mult put forth all his (irength, 
and (iretch every limb, and all to get for- 
ward. - Hence a Chriſtians life is compa- 
red to wreſtling, Epheſ. 6.12. All the policy 
and power of Hell buckle together againſt a 
Chriſtianz therefore he muſt look to himſelf, 
or elſe he falls. Hence it is compared to 
fighting, 2 Tim.4.7, A man mult fight agaioſt 
the Devil, the World, Himſelf, who thoot poi- 
ſoned bullets into the foul, where a man muſt 


kill or be killed. God hath not lined the way 


to Heaven with Velvet, nor firewed it with 
Ruſhes. He will never teed a ſloathful hy- 


- mour in men, who will be ſaved if Chriſt and 


Heaven will drop into their mouths, and if 
any would bear their charges thither : If 
Chrift might be bought for a tew cold wiſhes 
and' lazy defires, he would be of ſmall rec- 
koning amongſt them, who would ſay,light- 


in 


pared ro fights 
Ing. - 
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heart, it is hard todraw init: for, | 
Four ſtreight Thereare four ſircight Gates which every 


paſt through to Heaven, - 
before we can 


Erter into Hea- . 


ts: tion : God ſaveth none,but firſt he hyambleth 


gare of Huml- Gates and Flames of Hell : for a heart as ſtiff 
yarion. as a ſtake to bow; as hard as a ſtone, to bleed 
for the leaſt prick, not to mourn for one 
{in, but all fins, and not fora fit, but all: 
mans life-time. - Oh, it is hard for a man 
to ſuffer himſelf to be loaden with fin, and 
preſt todeath for fin, fo as never to lovelin 
more, but to ſpit in the face of that which 
Xe, he once loved as dearly as his life. It is 
calie todrop a tear or two, and be Sermor- 

{ick- but to have a heart rent for tin and 

_ fio, . this is true humiliation,and this is 

ard. | 

uy oat ppry : 2. The ftreight Gate of Faith, Epbeſ.1. 
t's an caſte matter to preſume, but thard to 
believe in Chriſt. It is calie for a man that 
was never humbled to believe and ſay, *Itr 
but believing; butit is an hard matter fora 


I, There is the ſtreight Gate of Humilis. 


; "Ws #: Fewareſaved, jn itſelf, and when a man is got into Chriſl, | 
47 andtharwith nothing is ſo ſweet ; but for a carnal dull 
WAce 34 M8 difficulty. 


Gares tobe one muſt paſs through before he can enter in- i 


1.The ſtrejght them. Now it is hard to paſs through the 


man humbled, when he ſees all his fins inor- | 


JETS der before him,the Devil, & Conſcience roat- 
314: 0g upon him, and crying out againtit him, | 
{if 4076 $4 and God frowning upon him,now to call God 
i os: Father, is an hard work. Judas had rather 
be hang'd than believe. Itis hard to'ſe 
- Ehgiſtas a Rock to ſiand upon, when weare. 
| | OVer- 


— — 


while they are young. 
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| | overwhelmed with forrow. of heart for fin. Feware ſaved, 
ul 


It is hard to prize Chriſt above ten thouſand 34.thatwith 
worlds of Pearl: *tis hard to defire Chriſi, ns. 
and nothing but Chriſtz hard to follow Chriſt 


& all the day long, and never to be quiet till he 


js got in thine arms,and then with Simeon to 
ky, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart 
in peace. ; 

3. The fireight Gate of Repentance. It is 3-The ſireight 
an ealie matter tor a man to confeſs himſelf to Wo Repen- 
bea finner, and to cry God forgiveneſs until 
next time ; but to have a bitter ſorrow, and 
ſo to turn fromall ſin, and to return to God, 
and all the ways of God, which is true repen- 
tince indeed; this is hard. = 

4.T he ſireight Gate of Oppoſition of Devils, 4 Srreight gate 
the World, and a mans own ſelf, who knock of Oppoſition. 
aman down when be begins to look towards 
Chriſt and Heaven. 

Hence learn, That every cafic way to Hea- Oſe _ 
yenis a falſe way, although Miniſters ſhould Of !aſtrution, 
preach it out of their Pulpits, and Angels 
ſhould publiſh it out of Heaven. , 

Now there are nine ezlic ways to Heaven, Nene 
(as men think) all which lead to Hell. ae 

I.The common broadway, wherein a whole 1.The broad 
Parich may all go a-breadth. Tell theſe people way- 
they ſhall be damned 3 their anſwer 1s, Then 
wo to many tzorc belides me, 


\ ' 2. The way of civil Education, whereby 2.The way of 
many wilde nacares are by little and little ta- <1vil education 


med, and like Wolves arechained up eafily 


: ; .The way of 
3. Balaams Way of good wiſhes 3 whereby 04 willics 
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and that with 
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4,The way of 
formality. 


Theconſcience 
ofunregenerate 
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many people will confeſs their ignorance, for 
getfulneſs, and that they cannot make' ſuch 
ſhows as others do; but they think Gy 
their hearts are.as good,and God for his pat 
accepts ( ſay they), the will for the deed; 
and, My ſon, give me thy heart ; the hean 
is all in all, and fo long they hope to < 
well enough. Poor deluded creatures thy 
think to break through armies of ſins, devily, 
temptations, and to break open the very 
gates of Heaven with a few good wiſhes; 
they think to come to their journeys end 
without legs, becauſe their hearts are good to 
God. ; 2 
4. The way of Formality, whereby ma 
reſt in the performance of molt or of all 
ternal duties without inward life, Mark 11 
Every man muſt have ſome Religion, fone 
tig-leaves to hide their nakedneſs. Noy 
this Religion muſt be either true Religion, 


or the falſe one. If the true, he mul either} 


rake up the power of it, but that he will not, 
becauſe it is burthenſome z or the form fit, 
and this being eafie, men embrace it asthelr 
God , and will rather loſe their lives than 
their Religion thus takenup. This form of 
Religion is the eaſieſt Religion in the World; 
partly, becauſe it caſeth men of trouble of 
conſcience, quieting that ; Thou haſi ſinned, 
faith Conſcience, and God is offended » take 


| a book and pray, keep thy conſcience better, 


and bring,thy Bible with thee : Now conlc- 
ence is fi.ent, being charmed down 'with the 
form of Religion , as the Deyil is driven F 

Sos. a3 ox | pi 
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way ( as they ſay ) with Holy water: Part- Fewareſaved, 
ly alſo, becauſe the form of Religion credits 224 tharwith 


aman - Partly , becauſe it is catic init (elf; 


it's of alight carriage, being but the ſhadow 


and picture of the ſubſtance of Religion. As 
now, what an cafic matter 1s it to come to 
Church? They hear ( at leaft outwardly) 
yery attentively an hour and more, and 
then to turn toa Proof, and to turn downa 
leaf; here's the form : but now to ſpend Sa- 
turday-night, and all the whole Sabbath-day 
morning, in trimming the Lamp, and inget- 
ting - Oyl in the heart, to meet the Bride- 
groom the next day, and ſo'meet him in the 
Word, and there to tremble at the voice of 
God, and ſuck the breaſt while it is open; 
and when the Word is done, to go alide pri- 
vately, and thereto chew upon the Word, 
there to lament with tears all the vain 


thoughts in Duties, and deadneſs in bearing, 


this is hard, becaule this is the power of god- 
lineſs, and this men will not take up, So 
for private prayer : what an eafie matter js 


ditfculry, 


WY NS 


itſor a man to ſay over a few prayers out of 


ſome devomt book, or to repeat ſome old 
prayer got by heart tincea child, or to have 
twoor three ſhort- winded wiſhes for Gods 
mercy in the morning andat night? This form 
is catie: But now to Prepare the heart by 
ſerious meditation of God and a mans fe] be- 
fore he prays, then to come to God with a 


bleeding hunger-ſtarv'd heart, not only with 
adetire, but with a Warrant, muſt have 


ſuch or ſuch a mexcy, & there to wrelile with 


God, 


Book-prayer 
not the power 
of godlineſs., 
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- Fewarefaved, Goq, although it be an hour or two togy 
——-— baggy ther, for a bleſſing ; this is too hard; mg 
Y. : | 
think none do thus, and therefore they wil 
nor. 
g.The way of Fiſthly, the way ofP reſumption, whereby 
- preſumption. men, having ſeen their fins, catch hold eaſi 
upon Gods mercy, and ſnatch comforts by 
fore they are reached out unto them. Ther 
is no word of comfort in the Book of Gy 
intended for ſuch as regard iniquity in thi 
hearts, though they do not ac it in thei 
lives. Their only comfort is , that theſes 
tenceof damnation is not yet executed up 
them. 
6.The way of Sjxthly, The way of Sloth, whereby me 
ſloth. lie fill, and ſay God muſt do all. It th 
Lord would ſetupa Pulpit at the Ale-houl 
door, it may be they would hear oftner. [| 
God will always thunder , they will alwys 
; pray ; if firike them now and then with lick 
neſs, God ſhall be paid wich good words and 
promiſes enough, that they will be betteril 
they live : but as long as peace laſts, the 
will run to Hell as falt as they can; andil 
God will not catch them, they care not, they 
TE will not return. 
9.The way of Seventhly, The way of Careleſneſs, whe 
carefulnels, meen feeling many difficulties , paſsthrough 
ſome of them, but not all, and what they cat 
_ not get #ow,they feed themſelves with a fall 
hope they (hall hereafter, They are content 
{ ii! 8 | to be called Precifians , and fools, and craz} 
Ne" 3 400 brains ; but they want brokenneſs of heat: 
and they will pray ( it may be ) for it, _ 


em W—_— 


ww nr, eas wa, wa . DYU, A.AQoa = AY © AT FAN 


s —_ REP”) 


TITTY TTY TT OY IE IRIS —— ah 


b., OL 4D; } 
FW Ln 


The Sincere Convert, WW Io9 


- IpiG by that difficulty; but to keep the wound Few are ſaved, 
ge Jalways pes, _ = will fiot do; to be EY ime with - 
naJways fighting for help, and never to give © euity- 

Wil keniſcives reft till their hearts are toad, a” I 
that they will not, Theſe have a name ts live, 

ty Net are dead. 

lr} Eighthly, The way of Moderation, or ho- 8. The way of 

be Y neſt diſcretion , Rev. 3. 16. which indeed moderation, 

ere Fis nothing but luke-warmneſs of the ſoul ; 

0d J and that is, when a man contrives and cuts 

et © out ſuch a way to heaven, as he may be 

cit & hated of none, but pleaſe all, and fo do any . 

Ef thing for a quiet life , and fo ſleep in a OR 

oF whole skin. - The Lord ſaith, He that will 

{| live godly muſt ſuffer perſecution. No, not Wa 
1 fo, Lord. Surely ( think they ) 'if men \W 
ie Þ were diſcreet and wiſe , it would prevent a "" 
i preatdeal of troubleand oppoſition in good 
Il F courſes. This man will commend thoſe that 
js F are moſt zealous, if they were but wile ; 
&-& ifhe met witha black-mouth'd ſwearer, he 
dF will not reprove him, leſt he be diſpleaſed 
IE with bimz if he meet with an honeti man, 
hee'l yield to all he faith, that ſo he may 
commend him ; and when he meets them 
both together , they ſhall be both alike wel- 
come, (whatever he thinks) to his houſe' 
and table, becauſe he would fain be at peace. 
with all men. 
 Ninthly, and laſtly, the way of Self-/ove, 9,The way of 
whereby a man fearing terribly he ſhall be {cit-love. 


damned , uſcth diligently all means whereby , —_—_ | 


be ſhall be ſaved. Here is the (irongelt dit- ciple. 
ficulty of all, co row againſt the ſtream, and 
. | "Te; 


C. a xa 
- SRSZ —_ + A + - 
*3oneoaltc ASD an ae to >< y 
T2 CER SES. SS os, re? 78.02 YET Ay FE fo: "I LE 
— - = SEE . == RS Sno ee et ne Fc emrY _—_ y 
= EN EE nn REDS Senn nh en pe emo mn en ne on 


= 
ror. 
Poe a po - _— 


"I £ 
th _— 
A EEE 


> » 
x44 ASS - 
24 : —_— ah * 5p 8 . - . 
- —_ - ———_——__— nn —_—— DS Ao A es rn 
ub «DS —_—— hy : A 
: » 4; ae 


"we = > —_— oc ba» T 


— 


"£10... The Smcere Convert, | 


: | Maris perditi- to hate a'mans ſelf, and then to follow Chi 
Id (Rees -F, on 1s of tim- fyjly Y | 
1 BIEAD of C493 I come now to the ſixth general Head profÞſ® 
OÞS +, poſed in order to be conlidered. "=" 
WARS bt IÞ:4 | ; (EA ; Wi 
| Eo Cf 
CHAP. VL 


That the grand cauſe of mans eternal ruine, 


The fixth why ſo many are damned , and ſo fewſaul 


rinciple, | 
Shs by Chriſt, is fram A Rate | 
It 


| HT will you die ? Ezek, 33. 11 


ry The great wrortg fines! | 
ſ die,and periſh everlaſtingly , is becaule thy f 
| will : Every man that periſheth is his om q 

Fas Butcher, or murtherer, Mar. 22. 27: Hiſy. 
aff This is the point we purpoſe to prolceute | 

- preſent. 5 och f 
Duel, The queſtion here will be, How menplt J , 
and pertect their own ruine? 0 By 
nſw. By theſe four principal means, whichare q 
How men plot the four great rocks that moſt men arcſpit F, 
a their own ri- upon ; and great neceſſity licth upon ever: i 
ck.” cn man to know themz for when a powder-plit fo 
| is diſcovered, the danger is almolt paſt; 1 lay, ©c 
there are theſe four cauſes of mans eteriil of 
NI TS: overthrow, which I ſhall handle Jargely,aud th 
WIR! make Uſe of every particular Reaſon wid, 
Ea | it is opened and finiſhed. RY [* 
x. By igno- Firfi, by reaſon of that bloody black #Y. 
rance. Rorance of men, whereby thouſands reWang.” 

8 


x 


z l'> 


knowing how the cafe fiands detween God 
eo! z0d their ſouls , but thirking themſelves 
Ye be well enough alrcady, they never ſeek 
. "to-come out of their miſery, till they periſh 
Jo it. | 
—# Sccondly, by reaſon of mans carnal Secu- 
Ji, putting the evil day far from them, 
Yuhbereby they feel not their feartul thraldome, 
F:nd ſo never groan to come out of the ſlaviſh 
. Jbondage of Sin and Satan. . | 
"1 Thirdly, by reaſon of mans carnal confi- 
YE dnce, whereby they ſhift to ſave themſelves 
Yby their 0wn duties and performances, when 
F they feel it. ou ep oo, 
'F Fourthy, by reaſon of mans bold Pre- 
ſumption  whercby men ſcramble to fave 
themſelves by their own ſeeming faith, when 
they ſee an inſufficiency in dutics, and an 


Ef 


them, | 


4 | 1 will begin with the firſt Reaſon, and. 


© Ediſcover the firſt train whereby men blow up 
n themſelves, which is this: They know not 
, their miſery,nor that fearful accurſed forlorn 

{fltate wherein they lie , but think and ſay 
J they ſhall do as well as others: and there- 
Fore when any fricnd perſwadeth them to 
þ come out of it, and ſhews them the danger 
d of remaining in ſuch a condition z what is 
a their anſwer? I pray you ſave yorrr breath #0 
"$94 your broth, Every Fat ſhall (tand on 
" bt own bottom. Let me alone : I hope I have 
{0 4/02] to ſave ar well gs you, and ſhall be as.care- 
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Jyofully ignorant of their ſpiritual eſtate, not Mans perdicd- 


on Is of hinm- 
ſelf. 
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112 The Sincere Convert. 
Mans perditi- fall of it as you ſhall or can be: Lou "" 
ou of him- anſwer for my ſoul. *I hope I ſhall do armelgf 
ns the prociſeſt of you all. = tg likewiſe, ifthe 
CEN Milifter we home to them, they go home 
with hearts full of out-crics againſt the m 
and their tongue dipt in Gall againſt the $4. 
mon. God be merciful unto us,if all thish; 
true, Here's harſh Do@rine, enought 
make a man run out of his witts,and to drin 
me todeſpair. Thus they know not the. 
miſcry, and not knowing, ( they are loſia 
condemned creatures under the everlaſiy] 
wrath of God ) they never ſeek, prayſtriy 
Many men are Or follow the means whereby they may come 
fofecure, they out of it, and ſo periſh in it,and never know 
jr rien meg it, till they awake with the fames of Hells 
i Lout their ears. They will acknowledgeit 
they fee] the y W1 2 
flames of Hell deed, many of them, that all men are bon 
+ abouttheir jna moſt miſerable eſtate; but they nent 
__ apply particularly that general truth to then- 
ſc]Ives, ſaying, I am the man, I am now unde 
Gods wrath, and may be ſnatcht awayly 
death every hour, and then I am undoge and 
loſt for ever. 
Now there are two forts of people chature 
| ignorant of this their miſery. | 
«.Prophane. Firſt,the common fort of prophane, block 
iſh, ignorant people. 
2.Unſound. Secondly, the finer fort of unſound hollov 
Profeſfors, that have a Peacocks inp" o 
think themſelves fair, and in a very 
ſtate, though .they have but one feathe 
their creſt to boati of. \Y.. 
The firft fort, I will begin with the firſi ſort, and hey 
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you the reaſons why they are ignorant of their Mans perditls 
I miſery; that is, for theſe four reaſons. on is of him- 
 Firſi, ſometimes becauſe they want the _ 
ſaving means of knowledge. There's no 74,6, x. 
faithful Miniſter , no compaſſionate Lot, to Many men 
tell th:m of fire and brimſtone from Heaven wanr the fa- 
for their crying ſins 3 there's no Noah to 708 means « 
forewara them of the Flood; there's no Mef- noniengy 
ſenger to bring them tidings of thoſe Armies 
{| of Gods devouring Plagues and Wrath that 
my arcapproaching near unto them z they have 
ig no Pilot, poor forſaken creatures! to ſhew 
%Y them their Rock. They have cither no Mi- 
M''F nifter at all to teach them: or, becauſe the. 
Wy Pariſh is too poor, or the Church-living coo 
+ preat to maintain a faithful} manz(the ſirxong- 
Wy et Afﬀes carrying the greateſt burthens com- 
My monly) oh, wotul Phyfitians! ſometimes 
Wy they be prophane , and cannot heal them- 
ay elves; and fotnetim:-s they be ignorant,and 
i} know not what to preach, unleſs they ſhould 
IJ follow the ſteps of Mr. Latimer's Frier; or 
ol Þ 2 the befi they ſhoot off a few Pot-guns a- 

gainſt groſs fins: or it they do ſhew men 
I's their miſery, they lick them whole again with 

| fome comfortable il1-applied ſentences, ( But 0 

i I hope better things of you, my Brethren, J) 

the tnan's Patron may haply ftorm clſe ; or 
Wy elſe they fay commonly, Thou haſt ſinned, 
x comfort thy ſelf, but deſpair not, Chritt hath 
of 


offered; and thus skin over the wound,and Many perifte 
bet it feſter within for want of cutting it (7.1 of 
tBeeper. I ay therefore, becauſe they want faithful Mai 
faithful watch-man to cry Fire,Fire, in that flers, 

j ' Hleepy- 
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Mans perditi- 
on 1s of him- 
ſelf. 

CL II 


; Reaſon 2. 


Wicked men 
never conſider 
their miſeries. 


Many men ſo 
taken up with 
the cares of the 
World, they 
never think of 
death, God, 
nor theruſelyes 


Seaſon. 3s 
Wicked men 
are afraid to 
know their 
milcrics. 
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ſleepy eſtate offin and darkneſs wherein they, 


lie, therefore whole Towns,Pariſhes, G% 


nerations of men are burnt vp, and periſh 
miſerably, Lam. 2. 14. 
Secondly. becauſe they have-no- |eiſureto 


conlider of their miſery, when they have the 


means of revealing it unto'them,, as Felix, 


Att, 24. 25. Manya man bath Many a bite. 
ter Pill given him at a Sermon, but he hath 
no leiſure to chew upon it. One min is tx. 


ken up with Suits in Law,and another almoſi 
eaten up with Suretiſhip, and carking cate 
how to pay his debts, and- provide tor his 


own 3 another hath a great charge and few. 


friends,and he faith the World! is hard, and 
hence ( like a Mole ) roots in the 'eanh 


wee k-days and Sabbath-days : the World 


thus callingthem on one fide, and luſt one 
nother, and the Devilon the other j1de,they 
haveno leiſure to confider of Death, Deal, 
God, nor themſelves, Hell, nor Heaven. The 
Mioilter cries and knocks without ; but 
there is ſuch a noiſe and lumber of tumub 
tuous Juſis and vain thoughts in their hearts 
and heads, that all good thoughts are fad, 


unwelcom gueſts, and are knock'd down pte | 


ſently, 

Thirdly, becauſe, if they have leiſure 
they are afraid to know. it. Hence people 
cry out of Miniſters, that they damn all, and 
will hear them no more , and they: will not 
be ſuch fools as to believe all that ſuch (ay: 
the reaſon is, they are afraid to know tt 
worſt of themſelves ;- they axe afraid to'be 


by 
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s others are, is the very high road' to de- 
fair and therefore it they do hear a tale, 


Ytow oneafter hearing of a Sermon grew di- 
FiraRed,or drown'd,or hang'd himſelf, it (hall 


bean item and a warning to them as long as 
they'- live for troubling their hearts abour 


F ſuch matters, Men of guilty conſciences 


( hence ) flie from the grace of God, as Pri- 
ſoners from the Judge, as Debtors from the 
Creditor. But if the Lord: of Hofls can 


| atchyou, you mult and fhall feel with 


horror of heart that which you fear a'lictle 
now. 


”. Eby 
hey, cat,, and therefore cannot endure the Chij- Mans perdiri- 
2 rurgion : they think, to be troubled in mind, 22 15 of him 
ri. 


elf. 


Fourthly, becauſe if they be free from xe4for 4. 


I this fooliſh fear,they cannot fee their miſery, Wicked mea 


by reaſon that they look upon their <liates £2000: lee | 


through falſe glafſes, and by virtue of many 
falſe Principles in their minds they cheat 
themſelves, | 

Which falſe Principles are theſe principal- 
ly : I will but name them. 

Firſt, they conceive, God that mad= 


them will not be fo cruel as to damn. 
| them. 


Secondly 5 becauſe. they feel no miſery, 


( but are very well) therefore they fear 


none. 


Thirdly ; becauſe God bleffeth them in 


their outward Eliates, in their Corn, Children 
[| Calling, Friends, &c. would God blefs them. 


lo, if he did not love thein ? 
- Fourthly, becauſe they thipk ſin-to beno 
t*3 gteat 


ol 


cheir miſery, 
becauſe they 
look on iti 


falſe oy 
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great evil; for all are ſinnexs, fo this canng ſou 


miſchief them. <5 
Fifthly, becauſe they think God's mercy 
is above all his works: though fin be vile, yer 
conceiving God to be 21] mercy, all hong, 
and no juſtice, they thipk they are wel], 
Sixtbly, becauſe they thivk Chrift died for 


all finners, and they confeſs themſclyes tols 


great ones. 

Seventhly, becanſe they hope well, and 
think to have well. 

Eighthly,becauſe they do as moſt do, who 
never crying cut of their fins while they lived, 
and dying like lambs at laſt, they doubt nn 
for their parts, but doing as ſuch do, they 
ſhall die happily, as others have done. 


Ninthly, becauſe their deſires and heat 


are good;as they think. 
Tenthly, becanſe they do as Well as God 
will give them grace; and ſo God is intlt 
fault only, it they pcriſh. 
Theſe are the reaſons and grounds vpon 
which profane people are deceived 
Now it followeth to ſhew the grounds0t 
which the finer ſort miſcarry. | 
Secondly, Hollow Profeſſors cheatall 
cczcn their own ſouls. It is in our Church 
as it is in anold Wood, where there are mat} 
tall Trees, yet cut them and ſearch them 
deeply, they prove pithleſs, faplefs, hollow, 
unſound creatures, Theſe men twiſt thelt 


(x 


own rulne with a tincr thred, and can juggy pc 


betfer than the com:mon ſort, and caſt mil} 
before their own eycs, and ſo cheat their own 1 


ſouls, 
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of fouls. Jt's a-Miniſter's firſt work to turn men Mans perditi- 
{from darkneſs into this light, A&#5.26.18.and 2N.75 ofhim- 
Ihe Spirit's firſt work to convince men of fin, - 
Jubu 16.9. And therefore it*s peoples main yow men 
, work to know the worlt at firſt of them- come to be de- 
{clves. | ceivedabout 
xr | - Now the cauſe of theſe menz miſtaking is DOPE 
x | three-fold. | | 2 
Fixſt, the ſpiritual madneſs and drunken- 1.Uaderſtand- 
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| nes of their Underſtanding. ing. 
Secondly, the falfe baſtard peace begot and 2 Conſcience. 
nouriſhed in the.Conſcience. h 


0 ; 
| Thirdly, che lic and ſecret diftempers of 3-Will. 
t the will. | . 

1 Firſt,there are theſe ſeven drunken difiem- _— 
pers in the underſtanding or mind of man, ane of man. 

5 whereby he cometh to be moſi miſerably de- 
ctived. , 

i Firſt, the Vuderſtanding's Arrogancy, You 1-AITogancy- 
ſhall never ſeea man mean and vile in his 
own eyes,deceived, Pſalm 25.9. buta proud - 

nf man or woman is often cheated. Hence 
proud Haman thought ſurely he was the man 

nf whom tbe King would honour, when in truth it 

| was intended tor poor Mordecai, For,pride 

{} having once over-ſpreadthe mind,it ever hath 

b | this property, it makes a peny fiand fora 

Ji pound, a ſpark is blown up toaflame, it 

nf makes a great mattcrofa little ſeeming grace : 

| and therefore the proud Phariſee, when he 

tf came to reckon with himſelf, he takes his 

tf poor Counter, that is, 1 am 1102 45 other men, 

Sf nor as 4his Publican, and ſets it down for 

0 


loool. thatis, he eftecms of himſelf as a | #5 
I 3 very _— 
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very rich man for it, So many a man, becauþ 


he hath ſome good thing in himſelf, as, hel 
pitiful to the poor, he is a true man thoughy 
poor man , he was never given ta Wine q 
Women he mzgnifieth himſelf for this littl, 
and ſo deceives and over-reckons himfel, 
There are our Briſto/-ſtones ike Diamonds, 
and many cheaters cozen , Countrey-folls 
with them. that defire to be fine, and knoy 
not what Diamonds are : So many menar 
detirous tobe honeſt, and to be reputed(, 
not knowing what true grace means; there 
fore Briftol-ttones are pearls in their ee, 
A little ſecming grace ſhines ſo bright in 
their eyes, that they are halt bewitched by 
it, to think highly of themſelves, although 


they be but glittering, ſeeming Jewels ing 
Swincs ſnout. A cab of Doves-dung ws: 


fold in Samaria's time of famine at a great 
rate: a man living in ſuch a place where ul 
about him are either ignoraxt, or profane, ot 
evil, a little moral honeſty ( dung in reſpe(t 
of true grace )) goes a great way, andise- 
ficemed highly of, and. he is as honeſta mil 


as ever lived, Toa manthat looks through 
a red glaſs all things appear red » ſoa ma 


looking upon himſc!t chrough ſome fair ipt- 


Racles, through ſome one good thing whic 
he hath in himſelf, appears tair to himſelf, | 
is ſaid, Lake 20. lt. The Phariſees devourid 
widows houſes, Might'not this racking of rents 
m3ke them queliion their eſtates? No. Why! 


They tor pretence made long prayers, SOM FJ - 


Py Men are drunk now and then,but theyae 


ſorr}i 
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169. they, cannat but ſin, but their deſires Mans perditi- 


are good ; tiiey talk idly, but they live honett- 92.15 of him- 


ly; they do ill ſometimes, but they mean 


in themſelves , pride puffs them up with an 
overweening conceit of it, and fo they coz:n 
their ſouls. 

Secondly , the underſtandings Obltlinacy ; 
whereby the mind having been long rooted 


in this opinion, that I am in a good eftate, will 


not ſuffer this conceit to be pluckt out of it. 
Now your. old rooted, yet rotten, Profeſſors 


having grown long in a good concc of them- 


ſelves, will not believe that they have been 


fools all their life time, and therefore now 


muſt pull down and lay the foundation again: 
and henceyou ſhall have many ſay of a faith- 


ful Minikter,that doth convince and condemn 
them and their cftate to be moſt woful , 


What ? ſhall ſuch an upſtart teach me ?: Doth 
be think to make me dance after his pipe,and 
to think that all my good prayers, my faith, 
my charity, have been fo long abominable 
and vile before God? No ſilver can bribe a 
man. to cali away his old traditional opinions 


and conceits, whereby he cÞbeats himſelf, till 


Chriſt's blood do it, 1 Pet.1.18. And hence 
the woman of Samaria objected this againit 
Jeſus Chriſt, that their old Fathers worſhipi- 
ped in that mountain, and therefore it was as 
good a place as Jeruſalem, the place of Gods 


true wor{hip, John 4 20+ Men grow crooked 


3n1 aged with good opinions of themſelves, 


' 4nd can ſeldom or never be («ct firaight again, 


I 4 Hcnce 


2, O5kinacy. 
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well, Thus when ſome good things are teen. 
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he be BY: Mans perditi- Hence ſuch kind of people , though they | bi 
2 enisof hw would fain be taken for honeſt religiou || it 
REG (ell. Chriſtians ,, yet will never ſuſpect their e. || fo 
When men Afiates tobe bad themſelves, neither can they || th 
grow aged endure that any other ſhould ſearch or ſuſpect li 
with good OPl- them to be yet rotten at the heart: and ar | ni 
roy Fac not thoſe wares and commodities much tobe Þ| th 
warld to v4 re- ſuſpeRed, nay concluded to be ſtark naught, | fs 
duced, * which theſc)ler will needs put upon the chap. || #! 
b-- man without ſeeing or looking cn them tuft? || at 
It's a ſtrong argument-we produce againſithe Þ it 
Papitts Religion to be ſuſpe&ed to be bad, I { 
becauſe they obtrude their Opinions on their Þ| t 
followers to be believed without any heſitz || t 
tion o\ diſpute about them, either before of 
after they have embraced them. Certainly 
thy old faith, thy old prayers, - thy old bont- 
Obtinate men /fy or form of picty are counterfeit wares, # 
conceir them- that cannot endure ſearching ; becauſe thou 
ſelves !ma wilt not be drfven from this conceit, 1am in 
Fon enKe, good eſtate; I have been ſo long of this gud 
mind;aid therefore will not begin to doubt now. 
Ir's to be fear?d that ſuch kind of people, is 
I have much obſerved, are either notorioul- 
ly ignorant , or have ſome time or other fal- 
Jen into ſome horrible, ſecret,grievous fins, 
as whoredom oppreſſion,or the ljke,the guilt of 
. which lying yet ſecretly on them, makes them 
flie trom the light of Gods truth, which 
Ws ſhould find them out,quarrelfing both againſt 
T1 It and the Miniſters that preach it, Roms. 2.8, 
Wa And therefore as it is with thieves, when. | 
Ep they have any ſtolen goods brought' within- J 4 
| doors, they will not be ſcarchied or my” , 
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y | but ſay , they are as honeſt menas themſclves Mans perditi- 
us | thatcame to ſearch ; for they fear, if they be 9215 of him- 
e- | found out, that they ſhall be troubled before __ | 
ey. | the Judge, and may hardly eſcape with their NN 
& | lives : ſo many old Profeſſors, when the Mi= .. = 
re | niſier comes. to ſearch them , they clap to 
x | the doors upon the man and truth too, and 
, | foy, They hope to be ſaved as well as the beſt of 
. | them all: the reafonis, they are guilty, they 
) | arcloth to be troubled and caſt down by fce- 
e | ingthe worſtof themſelves,and think it'shard 
for them to goto Heaven and be ſaved, if 
they have been ina wrong way all their life- he 
. | time, An honeſt heart will crie after the beſt 
; | means, Lord, ſearch me, Jobn 3.20. and.open : 
' | all the doors to the entertainment of the 
| dreghteſt, firiQeſt truths. . 
6 Thirdly, the Underſtanding's Obſcurity, 3-Obſcurity; 
| | or ignorance of the infinite exaQtnels, glori- 
| 


ous purity , gpd abſolute perfection of the 
Law of God; whence it cometh to pals that, 
the burning Lamp or bright Sun of Gods Law 
being ſet and obſcured in their minds, rotten 
glow-wormsof their own righteouſnefs,doing 
lome things according to the Law of God, 
ſhine and gliſter gloriouſly in their eyes in 
the dark night-time ot diſmal darkneſs, by 
doing of which they think to pleaſe God, and 
their eſtates are very good. 1 was alive, faith 
Pax, Rome.7.9.without the law, and he gives 
the reaſon of it, becauſe tip did but ſleep in : 
him, like a cut-throat inan houſe where all is 
-quict. Before the Law came, he ſaw not that 


deadly (cret ſcorc of' corruption , and yo 
FFis 8 itter 
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Mans Perdiri- litter of rebellion that was lurking in hjs hear 
on is of tum- ang therefore thought highly of himſel{fo 


ſelf. his own righteouſneſs. The Goſpel isa pl 
Lud 152 by gar 
| to ſhew men the face of God in Chriſt, 2 Cyr, 
2.*1t.., The Law is that glaſs that ſhewethz 


man his own face, and that he himfef 
is. Now if this glaſs be taken away, - and 


not ſet before a deformed heart , how cang 


man but think himſelffair ? And this is the 
reaſon why Civil men, Formaliſis, almoſ 
every one., think better of themſelves then 
indeed they are, becauſe they reckon without 
their hoſt; that is,they judge of the number, 
nature and greatneſs of their f1ns, wa 


——_ 


own books,by their own reaſon, they look 


Gods Lawa fir Gods debt-book, Gods exatt Laws over, ah 


glaſs for men compare themſelves therewith ; if they did,it 
toſce ther, ould amaze the ſtoutelt heart , and plyck 
own miſery 10- 
there any mercy ſo great as to paſs by ſuch fn, 
and t9.put up ſuch wrongs, and to forgive ſuch 
fins. and debts,one of which alone may unde me, 
much more ſo many ? aedh iege 
g. Securiry of Fourthly, the Underſtandings Secwrity or 


mans under- (eppjyeſy, whereby men never refle& upon | 


—_— 7" their own ations, nor compare them with 


men never ſee the Rulez: although they have knowledge 
themſelves. ofthe Law of God, yet it is with chem &1t 
| is with men that have a fair glaſs before them, 

but never beholding themſelves in the glabs 

they never ſee their ſpots. This is the woedl 

moſt axregenerate men ; they want a refled: 


ing power and light to judge of themſelves 
by, Zer,8.6. You (hall have them horns 1 
! 


WIYEDs, 


down mens plumes, and make them fay, h- 


J— > Mm {SOM 


ce, ww mw FAyJIÞÞ ih u}TLÞ# 


—m—_— 


. COS as al wes Goo a wn i. <no a6. os aa woes 


. The Sincere Convert. 


- 


! 


3 te. 
. ( k \ { 
— 5, k . 
\ be . , ; 
" . \ a 
Py pl by p 
= ; 7 . 
4 - 


Sermon, Here's for ſuch a one, and-ſuch Ke Mans perditi- » 


one is touched here; when it may be the 
ſame Sermon principally ſpeaks of them: but 
they never ſay, This concerneth me; I was 
found out through the goodneſs of the Lord 
to day , and ſurely the man ſpake unto none 
but wnto me , as if ſome body had told bim what 
Thave done, And hence you ſhall find out 
many lame Chriſtians, that will yield to all 
the truths delivered in a Sermon, and com- 
mend it too,but gojaway and ſhake off all 
truths that ſerve to convince them. And 
hence many men, when they examine them- 
ſelves in general , whether they have grace 


orno, whether they love Chriſt or no, they 


«think, yes that they do with all their hearts; 
yet they neither have this grace nor any other, 
what-ever they think, becauſe they want 4 
reflecting light to judge of generals by their 
\own particular courſes. For tell theſe men that 


he that loves another truly,will often think of 


him, ſpeak of him, rcjoyce in his company, 


will not wrong him willingly in the Tealt 


thing: now ask them if they love Chriſt thus; 
if they have any rcfleing light, they will ſee, 
where they have one thought of Chriſt, they 
have a thouſand of other things. Kepoyce? 
nay,they are weary of his company in Word, 
in Prayer. And that they do not only wroxg 
bim,but make a light matter of it when it is 
done; All are fingers, and no man can live 


] without tin. iLike a ſleepy mayA tire burn- 


{ inginhis bed-ftraw _) hecries not out, when 
| others haply lament his cliate, that fee afar 


oft, 


on is of him- , 
ſelf. VOW 


Men are apt to 
ſhake off thoſe 
truths that 
ſerve to con« 
vince them. 


_ fury of his an- 


- Wicked men 


we - _——_— 
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Mans Perditi- off, but cannot help him, 7/ai. 42.25. A man. 


- » of him- that is to be hang'd the next day, may dream 


Thercfore he thou maieſ} go to the Devil, and be damned, 
hath poured ang yetever think and dream that all is wel 
upon him the  ,,;,b thee. Thou haſt no refledting light to judge 
ger;ec. thy ſelf. Pray therefore that the Lord would 
: eurn your eyes inward,and do not lct the De- 
vil and deluſion ſhut you out of your own 
houſe, from ſeeing what court is kept there 

EVEry day. | 
- euey by i leſſens and vilifies the glorious grace of 
ning the grace God in another: whence it comes to pal, 
of God, that this deluded ſoul ſeeing none much bet- 
ter than himſelf, concludes, if any be ſaved, 
I ſhall nodoubt be one, 1a. 26. 10, 11. Men 
will.not behold the Majeſty of God in thelives 
of-his people, Many a man being too light,yet 


—— 
[2 


himſclf with the beſt people, and thinks, what 
have they that I have not? what do they that 
' Idonot? Andithe ſees they go beyond him 
then he turns his own balance with his finger, 
and makes them too light, that ſo he bimſelf 
may paſs for weight. 3: Fs 
And this vilifying of them and their grace, 
judging them to be of no other metal than 
other men, appears in three particulars. 
rBy raifing Firſt, they raiſc up falſe reports of Gods 
falſe reporrcs people, and nouriſh a kennel of evil ſuſpice 
upon Gods ons of them : If they know any fin commit- 


vilifie Gods 
people. 


people. _ ted by them, they will conclude, They 


LAN) Over night he ſhallbea King: why? becauſe 
* Jſai.q2-25, HNeis aſleep, be refles not on bimſelf; That 


3impicty of F iſthly,the Underſtanding*s Impiety, where- | 


defirous to goand paſs for currant, weighs 
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not <flentially , but gradually.z and hence 
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| ſuch: if they ſee no offenſive fin in any of Mans perdi gs 
them, they are then reputed a pack of Hy po- Ons of hitn- 


erites : if they are fiot ſo uncharitable, ( ha. ©: 


ying no grounds ) they , propheſic they will "V2 - ns 


bereafter be as bad as others,though they car- 
ry a fair flouriſh now. | 
Secondly, if they judge well of them,then 2.By compa- 
they compare them(ſclyes to them,by taking a ring Gods peo- 
ſcantling only of their outfide, and by what P|ewiththens. 
they (ſee in then; and ſfolike Children, fecing —_— 
ſtars a great way off, think them no bigger 
nor brighter than winking. Candles. "They 
ſand atar offfrom {ceing the infide of a child 
of God, they ſec not the glory of God filling 
that Temple, they ſee not the ſweet influence 
they receive from Heaven, and that fellow- 
ſhip they bave with theirGod;and hence they \ 
judge but meanly of them, becauſe the outſide 
of a Chriſtian is the worſt part of him,and his 
glory ſbines chiefly witbin. —_ 
Thirdly, if they {ce Gods people do ex- 3.They think - 


themſelves as 
cell them, that they have better lives, better antighs 


| hearts, and better knowledge, yet they will thoughnotſo 


not conclude that they have no grace, becauſe perfed,as they 
It hath not that ſtamp that honefi mens mony - 

hath : but this prank they play , they think 

ſuch and ſuch good men have a great meaſure 

and a higher degree of grace then thcme 

(elves,yet they dare be bold to think and fay, 

Their bearts are 4s upright, though they be not 

ſo perfet as others are; and lo vilitic the 

grace that ſhines in the beſt men ; by making 

this gold to differ from their own copper, 


they 


f - - « - —_—_— 
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Bi 440 Mans perditi- they deceive:themſc}ves miſerably : not-bye Je 
"I0H18 om that one ( far or }) fincere Chriſtian differs | 
beth LAND from another in glory. 1ſpeak of thoſe men Yi 
Yeh nM Po * onely,that never were fiXt in ſo high a Sphere YÞ6 
"5.74 I as true honeſty dwels in; yet falfly father thig' Yi 
: ft! ; bad conclufion,that they are upright for theie. 6 
IRE $i meaſure, though they have not the like mex. ſu 
WY + ſure of grace received as others have. ' | , ly 
4; "4 8, Idolatry. - Sixthly,the Underftandings Idolatry,where: | 'be 


by the mind ſets up and bows downtoafalk | of 
imageof grace; that is,the mind being igno- Þ 99 
rant of the hight and excellency of true gric || #! 
Men fancy takes a falſe ſcantling of it, and ſo imagines If! 
common grace fancies within it felt ſuch a meaſure of com: Þ| il 
gg mon grace to be true grace , which the ſoul 
: eafily having attained unto, conceives itisin } #1 
the eſtate of grace, and-ſo deceives it ſell lu 
miſerably, Rom. 10. 3. And the mind'comes If 
to {ct up her Image thus. "0 
: - Firſt, the mind is haunted and purſued | 8 
[9 with troubleſome fears of Hell , Conſcience Þ| fic 
tells kim he hath finned , and the Law tell for 
him he ſhall die, and Death appears and tell he 
him he muſt ſhortly meet with him 5 and if | 
he be taken away in his fins, then comesa a 
black day of reckoning for all his privy he 
pranks,a day of blood, horror, judgmentand [55 
tire, where no creature can comfort him. 
Hence faith he, Lord, keep my ſoul from his 
theſe miſeries; he hopeth it ſhall not prot [64 
ſoevil with him, but fears ir will. _ 
2; Secondly, hereupon he defireth peaceand he 
eaſe, and ſome afſurance of freedom fro ſt 


TH theſeevils. For it is an hell above growl 


| The Sincere Convert, "W 127 


; ever to be on the rack of tormenting fears. = Mans perdiths 
| |. Thirdly,that he may have eaſe, he will not 9215 of him- 
ſwagger his trouble away,nor drown it in the © © | 

Ybottom of the cup, or throw it away with 

 B his Dice,nor play it away at Cards, but defires 

- ome grace,(and commonly it's the leai mea- 

fore of it coo 2) Hereupon he deſires to hear 

Fluch Sermons, and read fuch books, as may 

F beſt ſatisfie him-concerning the leafi Rep 

Yofgrace: for,tin only troubling him, - grace 

J only can comfort him ſoundly. And foGrace, 

I which is meat and drink:toan holy heart,is buc 
Phylick to this kind of men , to caſe them of 
their fears and traubles. , tet Th 
- Hereupon, being ignorant of the hight of 
Iryegrace, he fancieth to himſelf fucha mea- 
lure of common grace te be-true grace, - As, 
if hee feels himſelf ignorant of that which 
troubles himzſo much knowledge will I then © 
pet, ſaith he. If ome foul fins in his practice 
trouble him,theſe he will cat away,and fo re- 
lors. If omiſſion of good Duties molelis him, 
he will hear better,and buy. (ome good Pray- 
e-book, and pray oftner. And it he be per- 
luaded ſuch a man is a very honeſt man, then 
te will Girive todo as he doeth. And now he 
$ Quieted. | | 

When he hath attained unto this pitch of 5. 

Phisown, now he thinks himſelf a young be- £ 

I gioner, and a good one ton 3 fothat it he 
dieth,he thinks he ſhall do well ; it he liveth 

he thinks and hopes he (ſhall grow better: and 

J'vhen he is come to his own pitch, hebere 

{frets down his aff as fully ſatisfied, And w_ 

: 5 
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Mans perditi- 
on is of him- 
ſelf. 


Billaryin. 


now they begin co be ſorrowſall for theirili oth. 
*Tis juſt according to their own light we » cric 


T he Sincere Convert. 


if he be preſt to get into the eſtate of prays 
his anſwer is, That is not to be done now, }, 
thanks God , that care is paſt, The twthj 
Beloved, 'tistoo high for him, his own! 
could never carry him thither ; all his pjag 
coming by his own working, vot by Gol 4. 
mighty's power.Let a man have falfe weighy 
he is cheated grievouſly with light Gold; 
why? becauſe his weights are too light : G 
theſe meti have too light weights to judge of 
the Weight of true grace ; therefore ligh, 
clipt, crackt pieces cheat them. Hence ya 
ſhall have thoſe men commend pithleſs, (y- 
leſs men, for very honeſt men as ever bk 
bread; why? they are juſt anſwerable to 
their weights. Hence I have not much wonds 
red at thetm who maintain that a-manmgJ 
fall away from true grace:the reaſon liethther 
they ſet up to themſelves ſuch a comma 
work of grace to be true grace , from which 
no wonder that a man may fall. Hence bt 
larmine faith , That which is true grace 
tate eſſentie only,may be loſt 5 not that grit 
which is true veritate firme ſoliditatis: whic 
latter, being rightly underſtood, may beab 
led ſpecial grace, as the other common g1ut, 
Hence alſo you ſhall have many ProfefſasJtin 
heating a Hundred Sermons never moved oF th: 
grow better. Hence likewife you (hall J's 
our common Preachers comfort every 0 thi 
almoſt that they fee troubled in mind,becangyi 
they think prefently they have truc- gi ky 


OS 


y 
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For the Lords ſake take heed of this de- 
teit. Trae grace, (Itellyou) it's a rare 
Pearl, a glorious Sun clouded fron the eyes 
of all but them that have it, Rev. 2: 19. a 
frarge,admfrable,almighty work of God up- 
on the Soul, which no created power can 
produce ; as far different, inthe leaſt mea- 
ſure of it, from the higheſt degree of com- 
ton grace; as a Devil is from an Ange]; for 
'tis Chriſt living, breathing, reigning, tight- 
iog, conquering, in the Soul. Down there- 
fore with your Idol-grace, your Idol: bonefty ; 
true grace never aims ata pitch, it aſpires 
only to perfection, Phil.3.12,13. and there- 
fore Chryſoſtome calls St,Paul,inſatiabilis Dei 
eultor, a greedy, inſatiable worſhipper of the 
Lord Almighty. 

Seventhly, the Underſtandings errour is 
another cauſe of mans ruine. And that is ſeen 
principally in theſe tive things, theſe five cr- 
cours or falſe conceits. 

7, In judging ſome trouble of mind, ſome 
light ſorrow for (in, to be true repentance ; 
ind ſo thinking they do repent, hope they 
ſhall be Gaved. For fin js like ſweet. poifon, 
While a man is drioking it down by commit- 
ting it,there is much plcaſureinit 5 but alter 
the committing of it, there: is a ſting in it, 
&QProv. 23. 34,32. then the time cometh when 
whhtdis poiſon works, making the heart ſwell 
veEvith grict ; ſorry they are at the heart, they 
« ky, tor it; and the eycs drop, and the man 
WIth.t committed tin with great delight, now 
cries cue with grief in the bittexnc!s of his 
ic % 10 foul,” 
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Mans perdici- 
on 1s of him- 
felf.. 


True grace is 
clouded from 
the eyes of 
all bur them 
that have 1t; 


7.Errour g 
cauſe of mans 
rujne, 


FT. 
Sin is ke 
{iveer poiſon, 
pleaſant ih 
the drinking, 
bur bicter Int 
the working; 
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Mans perditi- 


on 1s of him- 
{clf. 


— Se 


4, 11,12. Nay it may be they will faſtand 


The Sincere Convert. 
foul, Oh that 1, beaft that I am , bad new 


committed it | Lord,mercy,mercy; Prov, 5x 


humble, and afflid their ſouls voluntatily fg: 
ſin, and now they think they have repented, 
Tſai. 58.3. and hereupon when they-hear tht 
all that fin ſhall die, they grant this is try 
indeed, except a man ma and ſo they. 
think they have done already; This is tmg 
At what time ſoever a ſinner repents, the Ll 
will blot out bis iniquity: but this repentax 
is not when aan is troubled fomewhat in 
mind for fin, but when he cometh to monn 
for lin as his greateſt evil, as it he ſbouldſe 
all his goods and eliate on a light fire before 
bim ; and that not for ſome f1ns, butall&zs, 
little and great; and that not for a time, (ot 
a fit and away, ( aland. floud of forrow)but 
always, like a Spring, never dry, but] 
running all a mans liie-time. = | 

Secondly, in judging the ſiriving of cor 
ſcience againſt fin to be the (triving ot the ich} & 
2p2inſt the ſpirit» and hence come the&Fth 


m=_— es © - > > ©. ==> ey Wk, ww 


| ſpecches from carnal black mouths, The ſor 


rit is willing but the fleſh is weak. And head ha 
men think, they, being thus compoundeddth, 
fl.(h and ſpirit , arc regenerate, andinwny 
worſe cftate than the children of God they? 
ſelves. As ſometime 1 once ſpake with Yhe: 
man that did verily think that Pilate wil | 
honeſt man, becauſe he was ſo unwillirgFhe 
crucitie Chritt, which unwillingne6dWJTa 
riſe only from the re(traint- of conſcientHto| 
gainſt the fact. So, many men judge nonego 


2 or Sets 


«32 
on a 
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ver $ |y, yet frmply,upon ſuch a ground, of them- Mans perditl- 
ſelves: they ſay they ſtrive againft their fins, 2 1s of hin» 
dF but, Lord be merciful unto them, they ſay, the lelf. 
for feſp is frail. And hence Arminins gives a we OO 
dF diverſe interpretation of the ſcycnth Chap. Dn 

fer to: the Romans from ordinary Divines; 
nie F concerning which Paul ſpeaks in the perſon 
-Bof an unregenerate man , becauſe he obſcr- 
us I ved divers graceleſs perſons, (as he faith him- 
"I lf)baving tallen, and falling commonly into 
i & ins againſt conſcience, to bring that Chap- 
Yer in their own defence and comfort  be- 
nf cauſe they did that which they allowed nor, 
kY erſe 15, and ſo it was not they, butfin that | 
ry dwclled in them. | oh rivins 
Cf And fo, many among us know they ſhould conn 
inÞ be betrer, and firive that they may grow and luſt cve- 
Wh better, but through the power of ſin cannot 3 ry reprobate 
Kh conſcience tells them they muſt not {ing their May bave. 

{hearts and lafis ſay they muſt fin; and here 
8 forſooth is fleſh and ſpirit. Oh no, here is 
conſcience and luft only by the ears toge- 
al ther; which ſiriving Herod, Balaam, Pilate, 
or-the vileſt reprobate in - the 'World may 
Fave. Such a war argucth not any grace in 
Mthe heart, but rather more ſtrength of cor- 
tuption, and more power of {in in the heart : 
Ms tis no wondeBif a borſe run away when 
Steis looſe 3 but when his bit and his bridle 
in his mouth, now to be wild, argueth 
he is altogether untarw'd and unſubdued. 
Take heed therefore of judging your cltate 
fitobe good, becaule ot ſome backwardnets 
Wot your hearts to commit fone tins, though | 
1 | K 2 licths 
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fin becauſe it is ſin, asa man hatesa T 


ſtriving of thy conſcience againſt in; is only 
againſt ſin becauſe it isa troubling or a damp 


fleth is froma deadly hatred of fin, Rom,”7, 

I5. But the firiving of conſcience agiinl 

ſin is only from a fear of the danger of fn, 

For Balaam had a mind to curſe the Iſraelites 

. for his moneys fakez but if he might hare 

| had an houſe-fu]l of ſilver and gold, ( which 
is a good]y thing in a covetous eye) it is ſaid; 

He durſt not curſe them, 

Thirdly, in judging of the ſincerity of the 

heart by ſome good affeRion in the heart 

Hence many a deluded foul reaſons thecal 

out thus with himſelf : Either I muſt be1 

prophane man, oran Hypocrite , or anup 

right man: Not prophane, I thank Go 

for] am not given to whoring, drinking, op 

preſſion, ſwearing: nor Hypocritez for 

hate theſe ſhews, 1 cannot endure to appelt 

better without than I am within  Thereſore 
He that truſt- T am upright, Why ? Oh, becauſe my heat 
TURE erh in his own is good 3 my affctions and defires witli 
(Ive, _— afool, are better than my life without 3 and whit 
#. Hor) "AER. - S"Co F 5; BH 
1 108: ever others judge of me, I know mineom 
heart, and the heart is all that God w_ 


| j k "Ti Mans _ little ſins; for thy fins may be,and it is the mo 
He 27 onls of im- certain are more powerfull in thee, thaninI 1 
vet | others that have not the like ſtruglings, beÞ 
WRtf 3 cauſe they have not fuch checks as thou haſt t 


Mietth WK re{train thee. Know therefore that the ſir | 
VERT Or ving of the ſpirit againſt the fleſh is again 


though he be never poiſoned by it - But the 


ing ſin. The liriving of the ſpirit againſt the 


"nn 


--v 
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| And thus they fool themſelves, Prov. 28. 26, Mans perditi- 


= 


a 
= 


This is one of the greateſt eauſes and grounds 1? 1s of him- 


:T of miſtake among(t men that think beſt of 


themſelves : they are not able to put a differ- 
ence between good deliies , and firong 


I affections: that ariſe from the love of Jeſus 


Chriſt. 

. Sel-love will make a man ſeek his own 
good and fafety : hence it will pulla man 
out of his bed betimes in the morning , and 


call him up to pray it will take him and 


carry him into his Chamber towards even- 
ing, and there privately make him ſeek, and 
pray, and tug hard for pardon, for Chriſt, 
for mercy : Lord, ever more give ut of this 
bread. But the love of Chrift makes a man 
d&ſire Chriſt and his honour for himſe}f, and 
all other things for Chriſt. It is true, the 
dcfires of Sons in Chriſt by faith arc accept- 
ed ever; but the delires of ſervants, men 
that work only for theiy wages, out of Chriſt, 


Are nor. 


Fourthly,in judging of Gods love to them, 
by aiming ſometimes at the glory of God. 
Is this poſſible, that a man (ſhould aim at 
Gods glory, and yet periſh? Yes, and or- 
dinarily too. A man may be liberal to the 
poor, maintain the Minifiry , be forward to 
ſtand for good things, whence he may not 


doubt but that God loves him : but here's the 
difference, - though a wicked man may make 


Gods glory in ſome particular things. his 
end, yet he never makes it in his general 


| courſe his utmoſt and laſtend. - A ſubtle Ap- 


(elf. 


> 


ki 
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3 0{-R Mans perdiri- prentice may do all his Maſters work, buth 
(A on is of him- may take the gain to himſelf,” or divide ithe.f 
POP: ſelf. twixt his Matter and himſelf, and ſo may ly 
nine a cities but a knave, as obſervant as he ſ-ems to he; 
[1 j q So a ſubtle heart ( yet 'a villanous heart) 


may forſake all the World , as Judas did, 
may bind himſelf Apprentice to all the gy. | 
ties God requires outwardly at his hands, 
and fo do good works ; but what's his lit 
end ? It's that he might gain reſpect or phe, 
or that Chriſt may have ſome part of theghy 
ry, and he another, Simon Magus woull 
give any money ſometime that he could pry 
ſo well, know ſo much, and do as other 
dozand yet his latt end is for himfclf. Buthy 
can you believe, if you ſeek not that glm 
that comes from God, ſaith Chriſt ? There's 
many ſeek the honour of Chriſt, but doyou 
feck his honour ouly ? Is it your laſt end, 
Fa where you reſt and ſeck no more but that? 
If thou wouldeſt krfow whether thou mt 
keſ} Chriſts glory thy laſt end, obſerve this 

1Wlez | 
It thou art more grieved for the eclipſeol 
thine own honour, and for thine own loſſes, 
than for the loſs of God's honour, it isan 
evident ſigh thou loveſt it not, defireſt it not 
as the chicfeſi good , as the laſt end, for thy 
ſummum bonum, and therefore Joſt not leek 
+. +2 _ Godshonour Gods honour in the prime and chicfeſi place, 
Ig Pouldbe Sin troubled Par more then all the plapyts 
$i: ow and miſeries of the World. Indeed, if fly 
neon name bedaſhed with diſgrace , andthy wil 
be crofled, thy heart is grieyed and ne 
} "0" 
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thi ed: but the Lord may loſe his honour daily Mans perditi- 
+ | hang won orgs and thoſe that be round a of him- 
by about thee, but not a tear, nota figh, nota CS 
” groan to behold ſuch a ſpeQtacle. : As ſure Wor” "IR 
rt | 5 the Lord lives, thou ſeckeſt not the Lords 
Name or Honour as thy greateli good. 
d. | Fifthly, in judging the power of fin to be 
but infirmity, For if any thing troubles an 3 
kf | unregenerate man, and makes him call his 
eſtate into queſtion, it is lin, either in the | 
I | being, or power of it. Now fin inthe being 
1d} ought not, mult not make a Man queſtion his 
a | eſtate, becauſe the bett have that left in them 
rs | that will humble them, and make them live 
m |} by Faith : therefore the power of {in only 
y | canjuſtly thus trouble a man. Now if a man 
4 | do judge of this to be only but infirmity, 
u | which the beſt are compaſſcd about withal , 
he cannot but lie down ſecurely , and think 
himſelf well. Andit this error be fettled in 
- | onethat lives in no one known fin, it is very 
s | difficult to remove : for,let the Miniſter caſt 
the ſparks of Hell in their faces,and denounce 
{| the terror of God againſt them, they are 
never ſtirred, why? | becauſe they thiok, 
Here's for you that live in fin, but as for 
themſelves, although they have fins, yet they 
ſtrive againſt them,and ſo cannot leave them 
for, we muſt have ſins ar long as we live bere, 
ſay they. Now mark it, there's no ſurer 
fign ot a man under the bloody reign and do- 
minion of his laſts and fins than this, that is, 
to give way to lin, C though never fo little 


4nd common ) nor to be greatly troubled tor 
MT vgs K 4 fin 
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fin (for they may be a little troubled ) wn 


cauſe they cannot overcome fin. I denyngt 
but the beſt do fin daily : yet this is thedif 


. polition of Panl, and every child of God, he 


mourncth not the leſs, but the more for fin 


though he cannot quite ſubdue them, alt 
then: out and overcome them. As a Prifo 


ner mourns the more that he is bound with 
ſuch tctrers he cannot break 3 fo doth every 
one truly ſenſible of, his woſul captivity: by 
ſin. This is the great difference between z 
raging ſin a man. will part withal, andafin 
of infirmity a man Cannot part withal: Ali 


of intirmity is ſuch a tin-as a man would, but 


cannot, part with; and hence he mourns the 
morefor it: 4 raging ſin is ſuch a lin as 4 
man haply by virtue ot his laſhing conſcience 
would fometimes part withal, but cannot; 
and hence mourns the leſs for it , andgives 
way toit, Now for the Lords ſake takehieed 
of this deceit » for I tell you, thoſe fins you: 
cannot part withal, if you groan not day and 
right under them, ( ſaying, O Lord, help 
me,, for Iam weary of my iclf, and my lite) 
will certainly undoe you. You ſay, you can- 
not but ſpeak idly, and thinkvainly, and do 
ill, as all do ſometimes 2 I tell you thoſetins 
ſhall be everlaſting chains to hold you faſtin 
the power of the Devil, untill the Judgement 


_ of the great day. 


And thus much of the Underſtandings 
corruption, whereby men are commonly des: 
luded » now followeth the ſecond. #4 


vecondly, in regard of the falſe baſtard | 
Ln 
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peace begot in the conſcience. Why ſhould Mans perditi. - 


{| the Camp tremble when Scouts are aſlcep, 22s of him- 


or give falſe report when the enemies are 


near them? Moſt men think they arc ina 
ſafe eltate, becauſe they were never in a 


troubled etiate 3 or if they have been trou- yo falſe 
bled, becauſe they have got ſome peace and, peace is bred 
comfort after it, Now this falſe peace is be- inthe ſoul. 


got in the heart by theſe fqur means. 
I. By Satan. 
2, Bygalſe Teachers, 
3. By a falſe Spirit. 
4+ By afalſe application of true Pro- 
miles. | B 
1. By Saten, whoſe Kingdom ſhall fall if 
it ſhould be divided and be always ina com- 
bultion ; hence he laboureth for peace, Luke 
11.24. When the ftrong man keepeth the Palace 
his goods are in peace:that is, when Satan arm- 
ed with ahundance of ſhifts and carnal reaſo- 
pings poſſeſſeth mens ſouls,they are at peace, 
Now look as mafters give their ſervants peace 


even fo the Devil. | 
3.By removing all things that may troub] 


them. And, | 
2.By giving unto themall things that may 
- Quiet and comfort them ; as meat,drink reſt, 
lodging,&c.$So doth Satan deal with his ſlaves 
and ſervants. DE bed 
Firſt,by removing thoſe fins which trouble 
the conſcience : for a man may live in a lin, 
and yet never be troubled for that fin for 
fin, againſt the light of conſcience only 


troubles the conſcience: As children that are 


y Satan» 
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Mans Perditi- tumbling and playing in the duft,they Tre not 


or is of him- 


ſelf. 


troubled with all the duſt, nay they take 
pleaſure to wallow in it > but only with that 
( whether it be ſmall or great ) that lights in 
their eyes. And hence that young man came 
boaſting to Chriſt, that he had kept allthe 
Commandments from his youth ; but went «- 
way ſorrowful, becauſe that duſt, that ſhe 
lived in with delight before , fell into his 
eyes,and therefore was troubled. Now mark 
the plot of the Devil: Wherhe can make; 
man live, and wallow and'delight in his fins, 
and fo ſerve him, and yet will not ſuffer him 
to live in any fin againſt conſcience, whereby 
he ſhould be troubled , and fo ſeek to come 
out of this woful eſtate, he is ſure this mani 
bis own: and now the poor deluded man him- 
ſelf goes up and down, not doubting but he 
ſhal} be ſaved ; why,? becauſe their conſci« 
ence ( they thank God) isclear, and they 
know of no one fin they live in, they know 
nothing by themſelves that may make them 
ſo much as ſuſpect their cfate is bad, Math. 
9.13. TIcame not t9 call the righteous, but 


ſinners to repentance, that is, ſach an one as ' 


in his own opinion is fiſh-whole. Every ſin 
being a child of Gods ſickneſs, he is never 
without ſome kind of ſorrew : but ſomeſins 
only being a natural! man's ſickneſs , they be- 
ing removed, he recovers out of his former 
forrow,and grows well again, and thinks him- 
felt found: the Lord Jeſus never cameto 
fave ſuch, therefore Satan keeps poſſeſſion 
of them... For the Lords fake look to this 


(ubtil | 


LO . _ nm etc, wi, 


create it ſelf in any finfu} courſe, wherein © 
the eye of conſcience may not be pricked * 


always to work,and never can go abroad, are 


and this liberty begets peace, and this peace 
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ſubtilty : many thiok themſelves in a good e- Mans perditi- 
fate, becauſe they know not the particular Ce 


fin they live' in: whereas Satan may have 

ſtronger poſſcſſhon of ſuch as are bowl with oe?” FRO 
his invilible fetters and chains , when thoſe 

that have their pinching bolts on them-may 

ſooner elcape. 


Secondly, by giving the ſoul liberty to re- 2-By liberty in 


and wounded., Servants when they are put 


weary both of work and Maſter - that Maſter 
pleaſeth them that giveth them moſt liberty. 
To be pent up all the day long in doing Gods 
work watching, praying, fighting againii every 
ſin, this is a burthen, this is too ſiri&; and 
becauſe that they cannot endure it,they think 
the Lord looks not for it at their hands. Now 
Satan gives men liberty in their (inful courſes; 


makes them think well of themſelves, 2 Per. 
2.19, There are many rotten profeſſors in 
theſe days, that indeed will not open their 
mouths againſt the fincere-hearted people of 
God,yet they walk looſly, and take too much 
liberty in their ſpeeches, liberty in their 
thoughts, liberty in their defires and de- 
lights, liberty in their company, in their pa-' 
ſiimes, and that fometimes under a pretence 
of Chriſtian liberty; and never trouble themm- 
ſelves with theſe needleſs controverſies, To 
what end., or in what manner doT ufc theſe 


things? Whereas the righteous man feareth 
7 always 
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Mans Perditi- always, conſidering there is a ſnare forhimin ; 
on is of him- every lawfull liberty : May not I fin in my 
ſelf. mirth, in my ſpeaking, in my ſleeping? Oh, | 
this liberty that the Devil gives, and te | 
World takes, beſots moſt men with a tooliſh 
opinion that all is well with them. _ 
Thirdly, by giving the ſoul good diet, 
Fo meat and drink enough, what dith he likesbeſt, 
Unlawful ſc- Let a Maſter give liberty, -yet his ſervantis 
air tobe not Pleaſed, unleſs he have meat and drink 
Mm and food: fo there's no wicked man under 
Heaven, but as he takes too much liberty in 
the uſe of lawful things . ſo he feedeth his 
heart with ſome unlawtul ſecret luſt, though 
all the time helive in it, it may be, it 1s un- 
known to him. Lxke 16. Dives had his diſh, 
his good things, and fo fang himſelf aflcep, 
| and bad his ſoul take his caſe and ref, Ye, 
obſerve this,diet is poiſoned in it (c1f, butever 
commended to the ſoul as wholſome , good, 
and lawful. They Chriſten fin with a new 
name, as Popesare at their election : if he 
be bad, they call him fometimes Pius ; ifa 
' coward, Leo, &c, So Covetowſneſs is good 
husbandry;Company-keeping,good neighbour- 
hood ; Lying,to ſave their credit from crack- 
jng, but a handſome excuſe: and thence the 
ſoul goes peaceably on, and believes he- is 1n 
a good ellate. | 
Fourthly, by giving the ſoul reſt and ſleep, 
+. that is, ccfſation ſometimes from theaQ' of 
ſin; -hence they are hardly perſwaded that 
they live in fin, becauſe they ceaſe.ſome times | 
from the aCt of lin 3 as no man doth always 
| ſwear, - 
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( : | + 
ſwear, nor is he always drunk,nor always an- Mans perditi« 
gry. They think only their falls iv theſe or 2®is of him- 


the like fins, are ſlips and falls which the beſt 
man may have ſometimes, and yer be adear 
child of God. * Oh! Satan will not always ſet 
men at his work: For if men ſhould always 
have their cups in their hands , and their 
queans in their arms 3 it a-covetous man 
ſhould always root in the Earth, and never 
pray, never have good thoughts, never keep 
any Sabbath if a man ſhould always ſpeak 
idly, and never a good word drop from him; 


a mans conſcience would never be quiet, but 


ſhaking him up for what he doth : bat by gi- 
ving him reſpite from ſinning for a time, Satan 
getteth ſtronger poſſeſſion afterward ; . as 


elf. 


Matth. 12. 43. hben the unclean ſpirit is gane 


out of a man,jit returns worſe, Samſons (irengthy 


always remained, and ſo doth fins firength. in 


a natural man, but in never appeats:until 
temptation Comes. EI: 
Fifthly,by giving the ſoul fair promiſes of 
Heavenand eternal life, and faftning. them 
upon the heart. Moſt men are confident cheir 
eftatc is goed, and though God kills them;yet 


will they truſt in him , and cannot be beaten 


from thiss Why ? Oh! Saran bewitcheth 
them, for as he told Evah by the Serpenc,/he 


ſhould not die; fodoth he infinuate his per- 


ſwation to the ſou}, though he live-in fin, .he 


s.Fair pronil- 
ſes of Heaven. 


ſhall not die, but do well enough as the pre- 


 cifsſt.- Satan gives thus good words,but wofiut 


wages,the eternal flaſhes of Hell. 
2, By falſe Teachers, partly by their looſe 
eX im» 
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Mans perditi- examples, partly by their flattering dodring 
on is of him- jn publick, and their large charity in private 


_ dawbing upevery one, (cſpecially him that j 
; a good friend unto them ) for honeſi and re. 


ft Wt! ; 71 2. .* 0 , | ' | 
| Falſe teachers ligious people 3 and it, they be but a lit; 


GBs 4. flatter men in troubled, applying comfort preſently, andf 
2:14 theirfins,ap- healing them that ſhould be wounded, and 
REEL 2, <q ag not telling them roundly of their Heroddar, y 
WENT £9} ſhould be Joby Bapti(t did Herod.Hereupon they judge 


wounded, themſelves honeſt, becauſe the Miniſter will 
give them the beggerly paſs-port ; and 

they goout of the World, and die like lambs, 
wotully cheated, Mat. 24. 11. Look abroad 

in the World , and fee what is the reaſon (6 

many feed their hearts with confidence they 

ſhall be faved, yet their lives condemn them, 

and their hearts acquit them. The reaſon is 

ſuch and ſuch a Miniſter will go to the Ale 

houſe, and he never prays in his family, and - 
he is none of theſe preciſe hot people, andyet 

as honeſt a man as ever lived, and a good Di- 

vine too. Abab was miſerably cheated by four 

hundred falſe Prophets. Whilft the Mini- 

ſter is of a looſe life himſelf , he will wink at 

others and their faults, leſt inreproving 0- 

thers he ſhould condemn himſelf, and others 

ſhould ſay unto him, Phyſician, beal thy ſelf, 

Thieves of the fame company will not fieal 

irem one another, leſt they trouble them- 

ſclves thereby. And hence they give others 

falſe Cards to ſail by, falſe Rules to live by; 

their uncopſcionable- large charity is like 

gulph that ſwalloweth ſhips ( fouls I mean } 
colſed with tempelis, and not comforted, 

| Jſai. 54 
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ins Jſai 54-7, 8. And hence, 2]! being fiſh that Mans perditi- 
ate, m_ ro their net,all men think fo of them- 20s of him- 
VES. . 
oY 3. A falſeſpirir, thisis a third cauſe that © VW 
ttle | begets a falſe peace. As there is a true Spi- There is a falſe 
1G | rit.chat witneſſeth to our ſpirits that we are tbe ſpirir thar 
nd | ſous of God, Kom8.16. So there is a falſe ſpi- ſpeaks peace, 
a | "it, juſt like the true ong , . witneſling that vo there 15 
ge | they are the ſons of God, 1 Fobn 4. 1.weare 
il] | bid to try #he ſpirirs: Now it thele ſpirits 
6 | were not like Gods true Spirit, what necd 
trial? as, what nced one try whether Dirt be 
d {| Gold, whichare ſo unlike each other * And 
this ſpirit I take to be ſet down, Mat. 24.23 
Now look as the true ſpirit witneſſech, fo the 
*% falle ſpirit, beiog like it, witneſfeth allo. rn > TT 
, | Firſ}, the Spirit of God humbles the foul : ber; 
\. | fobetore men have the witneſs of the falſe ang falſe ſpi- 
|. | ſpirit, they are mightily caſt down and de- rits. 
, | j<Gedin ſpirit, and hercupon they pray for 
caſe, and purpoſe to lead new lives, and caſt 
| away their weapons,and ſubmit,P/a/.66.3. Wo 
Secondly, the Spirit of God in the Gcfpel The ſpirit of _ 
reveals Jeſus Chriſt and his willingneſs to God reveals 
ſave: 1o the falſe ſpirit diſcovereth Chriſts ay” 15g 
excellency, and willingnefs to receive him, * © 
if he will but come in. Ir farcth with this 
ſoul as with Surveyors of lands, that take an 
exa& compalsof other mens grounds ofwhich 
they ſhall never enjoy a foot. ' Sodid Balaam 
Num. 24.5, 9. this falle ſpirit ſheweth them 
the glory of Heaven and Gods people. 
| Thirdly, hereupon the foul cometh to be 


affc&ed, and to talic the goodneſs and m_—_ 
nels 
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144 The Sincere Convert, 
| Mans perditi- neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, as thoſe did, Heb. 6, agg 
on is of-him- the ſoy] breaks out into a paſſionate admirz. 
_ fell > 1 tion, Ohthat ever thereſhould be any hope 
-** for ſucha vile wretchas I am and have beg! 
and fo joyes exceedingly,like a man half-yy 
wrapt up into Heaven. 7 
4 Fourthly, hereupon the ſou], being com. 
forted after it was wounded, now calleth Gy / 
' my God,and Chriſt my ſweet Saviour: and now 
it doubts not but it ſhallbe ſaved ; why? he. 
cauſe I have receiv'd much comfort aftermugh 
ſorrow and doubting, Hoſ. 8.2, 3. and yetre 
mainsa deluded miſerable creature till. By : 
here mark the difference between the witne | 
E. of each ſpirit. 'Thefalſe Spirit makes a man. 
Ei | » believe he is in the ſtate of grace, and (hill 
i be ſaved, becauſe he hath taſted of Chriſt,aad. 
ſo hath been comforted, and that abundantly: | 
Ther wi. But the true ſpirit perſwades a man his ette, 
rs Hos, il is good and ſafe, becauſe he hath not only 
a man heis taſted, but bought this Chriſt ; as the wik 
in agoode- Merchant in the Goſpel, that rejoyced he had 
_ when he ſound zbe Pearl, but yet ſtays not here, but 
TN ſells away all, and buys the Pearl. Like two 
Chapmen that come to buy Wine. The one 
ip Us tafics it, and goeth away in a drunken fit,and. 
0 UTR eOS 1 ſo concludes it is his: ſo a man doth that hath 
J- 4-0 the falſe ſpirit : But the true ſpirited man 
doth not only taſte, but buys the Wine; al 
though he doth not drink it 211 down whenhe 
cometh to taſte it,yet he having been incited 
i by taſting to buy it , #8w he calls it his own:.. 
1 '  ſoachild of God tatting a little of God, and 
Þ 2 little of Chriſt, and a littlc of le” 


'Itizm; andrto whom doth _ dug belopg, but 
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| ſes, athis firſt conyerſion, although he taſtes 


not all the-{weetneſs that is in God, yet he 


forſakes all for God, for Chriſt, and fo takes 


them lawſully as his own, 
Again, the falſe ſpirit having given a man 


I comfort and peace, ſuffers a man co reſt in 


that eſtate - but the true Spirit haying made 
the ſoul taſt the love of the Lord, ſtirreth 
tp the ſoul to do-and work mightily for the 


—_— 
Man's perditi- 
on 1s of hit- 


The true ſpirit, 
when it hath. 
taſted of God; 


Lord. Now the ſoul crieth out, What ſhall 7 defires mote 
& for Chriſt, that hath done wonders for me ? 9 Gods 


If every hair on my head were a- tongue to 


Þ ſpeak of. his goodnefs, it were too little.Neh. 
f 6.10. The joy of the Lord is our ſtrength. Plal. 


51. 12: Uphold me with thy free ſpirit; or, as 
the Chaldear Paraphraſe hath it, thy Kingly 
Spirit. The Spirit of Adoption in God's child 
no underling, ſuffering men to lie down 


Jand cry, My deſires are good, but fleſh Is 
{{ frail: No, it is a Kingly Spirit, that reigns 


here 1t Lveth. pe | 

4. Falſe applying of true Promiſes is the laſt 
cauſe of. falſe peace. And when a man hath 
Gods Spirit within, and God's hand and Pro- 
miſe(as he thinksgfor his eſtate,now he thinks 


al fafe. This did the Fews ; they ſaid, We have The 
Abraham to our father ;, and ſo reputed them- 


ſelves ſafe : God having made them a pro- 


 {fniſe, 7 will be a God of thee and of thy ſeed. 


Joe 


thought rhem- 
ſelves happy, 
becauſe they 
had Abrabam 


But here is a difference between a child of. ro their Fa- 


God's application of them and a wicked ther- 


man's. The firſt applieth them ſo to him, 
3 that heliveth upon them, and nothing but 


To 
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146 The Sincere Convert, 
Man's perditi- to the childfthat lives upon it? The oth# 
on is of kim- [jyes upon his luſts and creatures, and yu 
ſelf. catcheth hold on the Promiſe. 'F' 
$1.9 - By theſe four means is begot a baſtardfalk 
We _ peace. | 


EA TY | Thus much of the ſecond cauſe of may 
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4 HARE 008 deceiving himſelf, falſe peace in the Co 
PP ſcience. ; 
Now followeth the third. = | 
3. The corruptions and diſtempers ofthe] 

3- Will, which is the third caufe why ma& 

The third  cejye themſelues; which are many, In 
_ robargy * only name three, . 
_ Firſt, when the 11l is reſolved to gowi 
"1, a finfulcourſe, and then ſets the underſtal 
 inga work to defend it. Whence it fart 
with the ſoul as with a man that cometh 
ſearch for ſtoln goods, who having res 
ved a bribe before-hand , ſearcheth ex 
ys where but where it is, and ſo the manist 
ver found out to be what he is : So a mankk 
ving taſted the ſweetneſs of a ſinful courk, 
( which pleaſure bribes him ) he is contented 
to ſearch into eyery corner of his heart, al 
to try himſelf as many do,except therewia 

his darling luſt lies; he ſirs upon that, and(d 
vers it willingly from his own eyes, as Ralf 
didupon ſtoln Gods, and ſo never finds 
himſelf, Foh. '3. 20. A man that hath amil 
to ſleepquietly, will cauſe the curtains 0 
drawn, and will let ſome tight come in, MW? 
(huts out all that or ſo much as may lin 
F175 00; him from ſleeping : ſo a man having am.” 
(Wi toileepin ſome particular ſinful courſe at bi 
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The Sincere Convert. WW 147 
a Sifc, will ſearch himſelf, andlet ſome light Man's perditi- - 
witome into his mind. 7 -. on 1 of tym. 

"FJ And hence many prophane perſons that qe 
farlnow much, ( their opintons are orthodox, © © 
Hheir diſcourfe ſayory ) yet do they know 
little of themſelves, and of thoſe ſins and luſts 
withat hannt them, which they muſt part with; 
FHecauſe this light troubleth them, it hinders 
 Fthem from ſleeping in their ſecure eſtate, and 
therefore they draw the curtain here. Hence 
many men that live in thoſe ſins of the groſs 
«F{ſt Uſury, finding the. gain, and taſting the 
.Yineet of that ſin,will read all Books, go to all 
m7 Ithoſe Miniſters they ſuppoſe that hold it law- 
ful, andiſo pick upand gather reaſons tode- 
fend the lawfulneſs of the ſin ; and ſo becauſe ys hen men 
way x ve taſted 
hf they would not have it to be a ſin, find out pe gueernets 
+ ccalons whereby they think it no fin - but of fin, they 
ml tie bottom 1s this, their will hath got the are like bribed * 
oF bribe, and now the underſtanding plays the E2vy<rs ready 
wor > 4 7s . to plead forit- 
Lawyer : and hence men live inghe molt cty- 
wg ſins, and are ſtire to periſh, becauſe they 
if fill not know they are inan error. | 
Secondly, when the Wil ſets the Under- | 
-I.tanding a work: to extenuate and leſlen fin; _. . '-— DA 
a for many when they ſee their ſin, yet make it Vil lcſen and 
1 ſmall, by tooking at the falſe end of their Op- cue their 
of tick-glaſs; they think ſuch ſmall matters ne- fins, e#c. 
M ver make any breach between the Lord and 
j{*beir fouls. Hence they ſay, The beſt man ſins 
io ſeven teames a day, and Who ca ſay, ” heart 
i is clean? What is the reaſon that a child of 
i God hath little peace,many times,after com- 
-miſſion of ſmall ſins? Oh! it 1s a | 
" 8 1 2 E_--< 
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148 The Smcere Convert. 1 
| Mans perditi- ſee the horrible nature of the leaſt lin; "ll 
on 1s of him- wrongs againſt ſo dear, fo great a FriendgÞ» 
we ES the Lord is, it cuts rheir hearts : yet acarnÞ) 
heart is never troubled for great ſins, becaufÞ* 
they make alight marter of them, wu 
3- Thirdly, willful ignorance of the horribyſh 
df nears ae wrath of God. Hence men ruſh on inſugf- 
rick; chey we the horſe into the battle. Hence men neye l 

ver fear their fear their eſtates, becauſe they know no 
eſtares, God's wrath hanging over them, Cold? 
ſnakes,when they are frozen with cold, newt g 
ſting nor hurt, one may carry a nelt of then le 
in nis boſom ; , but bring them to theft, ke 
then they hiſs and ſting : So fin, whenity 
brought near God's wrath, ( that deyouriy 
fire) it makes men cry out of themſly, (0 
Then I am undone; Oh! 1 am a loſt & 
ture; but being not thus heated, ſinnag* 
makes aman cry out of himſelf. Ct 
Theſe are the cauſes why men are ign-** 
rant of their woful, miſerabte eſtate ; whid : 
Tenorance is The firſt Rock, or the firſt pox- a 
der-plot, that ſpoils thouſands. . Þ* 
Yet there are three more dangerous, bt nt 

cauſe more ſecret. 179 

IL Now followeth the ſecond Reaſon of mar n 
The ſecond Tuine, by reaſon of man's carnal ſecwity], © 
Reaſon why whereby men cannot be affefted with, nor; 
men rune much as haye hearts to deſire to, come outol 


themſelves 1s NS ; : a 
carnal nine their miſery when they know it :for if amatt 


z 


L, 
h 


86h 57 ry. mind underſtand his miſery, yet if then p 
"KANE, be hard or ſleepy, and not affeCted, loade 7 
10G wounded, humbled,and made to groan und 4 


it, he will never greatly care to come " Id 
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1d 1/a- 29-9410. Now this is the eſtate of ma- Man's perdirt- 
gy a foul; he doth know his miſery, but by 92s of him- 
a(eaſon Of the ſleepy, ſecure, ſenfſleſs ſpirit of oo 
Jſmber, he neyer feels it, nor monrns under NO 
ali, and Jo comes not out of it. 
1x Now the reaſons of this ſecurity are theſe Reaſon of (ee 
»$1.Bccauſe God pours not out the full meaſure curity. 
At his wrath upon men, becauſe he kindles mate 
FJiot the pile of wrath that lies upon men, it's aps 
Ficferyed, and concealed, not revealed from Nah. i. 2, 
on $1eavcr; and ſo long, let God frown, Mini- 
i kers threaten, and ſmaller' judgments drop, 
tx (jet they will never ſeek ſhelter in Jeſus 
y Chriſt, but ſleepin their ſins; until God rain 
down flouds of horrour, blood, fire, until 
 {od's arrows ſtick in mens hearts, they will 
ee fuever ſeek out of themſelves unto \Jeſus - 
- POviff, Feeleſ'8. 11. Solong as God's plagues ._ | 
-* x | ong as 
mere upon Pharaoh, he giveth fair words,and c,q'; qrath 
Moſes muſt be ſent to pray for him; but when lijesupon men, _ 
gCod's hand is, taken away, now Pharaoh's they give good 
heart is hardned. So, ſo long as God's ſword Werds 5 , but | 
«[sinhis Scabbard, men have ſuch ſtout hearts ,0,21" ey 
Jttatthey will never yield ; God muſt wound, harden their 
v$ad cut deep, and ſtab, and thruſt to the very hearts as Pha- 
Jhcart,clſe men will never yield, neverawak- 7 
042; till God's filts be about mens ears,and he 
fISdragging them to the ſtake,men willnever 
w$awake, and cry for pardon and deliverance 
' #7 of their woful _ _ By 
4 Secondly, becauſe if they do 1n patt teel, . 
and ſo fear God's wrath, they put away the Real. 2. Why 


w 


erilday far from them, they hope they ſhall chemnſahons 


1% better hereafter, aud repent ſome other 
| | L 3 (1Mme 
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, Man's perdirt» 


' on'ts of him- 
ſelf. 


- 4 


. . Reaſon 3. Wiy 
men ruine 
chemſelvcs. 


| fois it here; let a man or woman haveneys 


judgments, yet if they make not the day 


ver cry out of themſelves, nor ever ſeeker 


The Sincere ( anvert. 

time; and therefore they Rs drink 
follow thy ſports, cups, queans, thou haſt 
treaſure of tlme which ſhall not be ſpent 
many years, 1/a.22. 12, 13- that lookasity 
with the Wax, let it be of neyer ſo pliable 
diſpoſition, and the fire never {6 hot, yer 
it be not brought near the fire,and be heldij 
the fire, it never melts, but {ti]l remains hard; 


CG —_Y 


ſo gentle or pliable a nature, and let God 
wrath be never ſo hot and dreadful in ther 


ans we ac AA Ys Say woo. ta - em. - vas woo + 


wrath preſent to them, if they ſee it notres 
dy every moment to light upon theeir hearts 
they are neyer melted, but they remainhard; 
hearted, ſecure, ſleepy wretches, and neret 
groan to come out of their woful eſtate, And 
this is the reaſon why many men, that hare 
ouilty conſciences,though they have manyk 
cret wiſhes and purpoſes to be better, yet ne. 


neſtly for mercy, till they lie upon thei 
death-beds; and then, Oh the promiſes the 
ply God with! Try me, Lord, and reſtort m 
once more to my health and life again, and thus 
ſhalt ſee bow thankful I will be; becauſe tia 
now they apprehend wrath and. miſery nat 
unto them, Heb. 3.13. 

Thirdly, becauſe they think they canbe 
God's wrath, though they do conceive it M4 
at hand, eyenat the yery doors : men tal 
not that hell is ſo hot, nor the Devil ſo blay 
nor God {lo terrible 2s indeed he 15. BMW 
hence we ſhall obſerve the Prophets [s F 


ans as. om. ca >. 


TY 
VE _— — —— 


4 or in TT 
< l 


The Sincere Convert, w 


Irine ent God's wrath as a thing intollerable be- Man's perditi- 
naſt {fore the eyes of the people,that thereby they is of hime 
-r-4 might quench all thoſe curſed conceits of be- ras i 
Sit{$ 0g able to bear God's wrath, Nahum 1, g, - © 
blez4 And hence we ſhall haye many men deſpe. 
+ #1 mately conclude, They will have their ſwing 
dig 12 fin, and if they periſh, they hope they 
ard. | tall be able to bear it ; zt 5s but a damning, 
er ney think, and hence they go on ſecurely, 
10h poor wretches :the Devil ſcaresand fears 
f allthe World, and at God's wrath the De- 
mor] 11s quake ; and yet ſecure men fear itnot, 
they think Hell is not ſo terrible a place. 
rt, |  Fourthly, becauſe they know no better an Reaſon 4. 
eſtate. Hence though they feel their woful Why men ru- 
ad miſerable condition, yet they deſire not <themielves; 
tocome out of it. Although men find hard 
lodging in the World, hard times, hard 
44 friends, hard hearts, yet they make a ſhift 
with what they find in this miſerable Inn, 
until they come to Hell - for ſuch a man pur- 
«4 ſued by outward miſeries or inward troubles, 
n there ſtays. Oh miſerable man, that makes 
i ſhift till he comes to Hell! They may hear 
0 of the happy eſtate of God's people, but not 
x1 knowing of it experimentally, they ſtay 
x1 Fhere they are, Fob 4. 14. | 
1 Takea Prince's child, and bring it up in 
a baſe houſe and place, it never aſpires after a 
4 Kingdom or Crown : ſo men hatcht"in this 
1 World, knowing no better an eſtate, never 
1 caſt about them to get a better inheritance 
if than that they ſcramble for here. Wives 


[ mourn for the long abſence of their beloved 


, -_ 


© *The Smcere Convert. 
Man's perditi- Husbands, becauſe they know them andtheyÞ ha 
ons of him- worth : God may abſent himſelf frommal T 
{clf. -, weeks, . months, years | but men ſhed nf} 0; 

one tear for it, becauſe they never taſted theſ| nc 
Wicked men ſweetneſs of -his preſence. It IS ſtrange to ſee th 
take more men take more content in their cups and] 57 
plcarre in. cards, pots and pipes, dogs and hawks, tha | cc 
the fellowſhip 32 the fcllowihip of God and Chuiſt, a | G 
of Godand Word, in Prayer, in Meditation,which Ordi. Þ de 
Chriſt  nances are burthens and priſonsunto then, Þ| of 
. What is the reaſon of it? Is there no mor Þ| þe 
ſweetneſs in the preſence of God's ſmilingin I ki 
Chriſt,than'in a filthy Whore ? Yes, but they {| m 
know not the worth, ſweetneſs, fatisfying Þ fic 
goodneſs ofa God. Some Sea fiſh, ( theyfay) Þ| al 
if once they come into freſh water,will never Þ at 
return again, becauſe they now taſt adifk- Þ { 
rence between thoſe brackiſh, and ſweetws || r: 
ters: Soitishere; if men did but oncetaſt I fi 
the happineſs of God's people, they would Þ | 
not for a thouſand worlds be one half hour | A 
in their wild looſe ſea again. 


. 7 - # » ba 


5. Becaule it they do know a hetter eſtate, | þ 
Reaſon 5. Why yet their preſent pleaſures, their loth dothſo | a 
cn bewitchthem, and God's denials when they | al 
Meme feekuntohim do ſofar diſcourage them, that | a 
they ileep {111 ſecurely in that eſtate. Aſloth- Þ tl 
ful heart, bewitch'd with preſent eaſe, and | tt 
pleaſures and delights, conſidering many a | c 
tear,many a prayer muſt ir make,many anight | 
mult it break its ſleep,many a weary ltep muſt o 
It take towards Heaven and Chriſt, if everit Þ * 
fome there.growsdiſcourag'd and deaded, 


. 
, 
- 6 


ard-heartedin aſleepy eſtate,and had rathe? 


+ « 
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erof ſin, which bears that ſway over mens why men ru- 
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have 4 Bird 5n the hand than two in the Buſh. Man's gerdir | 


The perm wiſhed that they were at their >" —_ 
Ontons and Garlick apain in Egypt. Was there ," IS. 
no Canaan? Yes, bt they hed ſo, becauſe YN 
there were Walls built upto Heaven, ahd Gyants, 
Sons of Anak., inthe Land,difficulties to over- 
come. O ſloathful hearts! Secondly, becauſe 
God ſometimes put them to ſtreights, and 
denied them what they ſought for,' they were 

of ſuch a waſpiſh, teſty, tullen ſpirit, 'that, 
becauſe the Lord had them notalways on his 
knees, they would run away. - So many a man 
meets with ſorrow enough in his ſinful, drop- 
fick, drunken eſtate; he hears of Heavenand 
abetter eftate, yet why goes he to his Luſts "Y 
and fleſh-pots again? Oh,” becauſe there are —_ 
ſomany difficulties, .and blocks, and hinde=- 

rances 1n his way; and becauſe they pray, and 

find not eaſe, therefore they eat, drink, langh, 

ſport, and ſleep in their miſerable eſtate ſtill, 

Matth. 7. 14. Therefore men walk in the 

broad way, becauſe the other way to life 5s 

fireight and narrow; it is a plague, a burthen, 
apriſon, to be fo ſtrict: men had rather ſic 

almoſt an hour in the ſtocks, than be an hour 

at Prayer; men had rather be damned at laſt, 

than ſweat it out;and run through the race to 

receive a Crown : and hence men remain ſe- 

cure. OM 

Sixthly,becauſe of the ſtrange, ſtrong pow- z,,g, 6. 


fouls, that. they muſt ſerve ic, as Priſoners inethemlelves. 
ſtoop to their Gaolers, as Soldiers that have KM. I alt, 


taken their pay, their pleaſure of ſim, muſt _ 
| | | OW 
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Man's Perditi- Jow1it as their Captain,though they go march. 
on.is of hum* ;11 0n toeternalruinez nay, though dooms 
ſelf. : day ſhould be to morrow, yet they muſt and 
—- *-= willſervetheirLuſts. As the Sodomires, when 

they were ſinitten with blindneſs, which tor- 

mented their eyes, as though they had been 

| [2770 with thorns, (for ſo the Hebrew word 

ignifies) even when deſtruction was near, 

they groped for the door. Men cannot but 
ſin, though they periſh for ſin : hence they 

remain ſecure. 

Reaſon 7. Why Seyenthly, deſpair of God's mercy. Hence, ? 
themſelves, ike Cain, Men are Runagates from the fac 'Þ| | 
' of God: menthink they ſhall never find mer. F | 
cy when all is done, hence they grow delpe- || 
rately ſinful; like thoſe 1ralzarn Senators, that } ; 
] 
| 
| 
| 


deſpairing of their lives, when upon ſubmiſi. 
on they had been promiſed their lives, yet 
being conſcious of their Villany, made a a- 
r10us Banquet, and at the end of it every man 
drank up his glaſs of Poyſon, and killed hin- 

ſelf: ſo men feeling ſuch horrible hard hearts, 

and being privy to ſuch notorious ſins, they 

calt away lives, and Heaven and Soul, for 

| loſt, and ſo periſh wofully, becauſe they lived 
deſperately, and ſo ſecurely. | 

een 8. why ,, Eighthly, becauſe men nouriſh a blind, falſe, 
men ruine © flattering hope, of God's mercy : hence maly 
themſelves, knowing and ſupecting that all is naugit 
with them, yet having ſome hope they maybe 
in a good eſtate; and God may love them, henC 
they lye down ſecurely, and reſt in their llat- 
tering hope. -Hence obſerve, thoſe people 
that ſeldom come to a concluſion, to a point 
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that either they arein the ſtate of grace,or out Man's Perditis 
of it, that never come to be affefted, but re- 1 isof him- 
main ſecure in their condition,they common- f. 
ly grow to this deſperate concluſion, That © Y\Y 
they hope God will be ___ unto them, if not, 
they carmot help it : like the man that had on 
his Target,the picture of God and the Devil; 

under thefirſt he writ, Ss tu nor vis, If thou 


wile not ; under the other he writ, Ipſe rogitar, 4: iſ ' 


here's one will. 


Ninthly, becauſe men bring not their Reaſon 9. Why | Wl: 


hearts under the hammer of God's Word to men ruine 


| bebroken, they never bring their conſciences **<nieives 


_ wrath daily, nor the horrible nature of ſin, men ruine 


to be cut. Hence they go on fill ſecurely 
with feſtered Conſciences. Men put themſelves 
above the Word, and their hearts above the: 
Hammer ;. they come not to haye the Miniſter 
ty humble them, but to judge ofhim,or to pick 
ſome pretty fine thing outof the Word, and 
ſo remain ſecure ſots all their days: for if ever 
thy heart he broken, and thy. conſcience be 


.awaked, the Word muſt do it: but people 


are ſo Sermon-trodden, that their hearts, like 
foot-paths, grow hard by the Word. 

Tenthly, becauſe men conſider not of God's Ref. 10. Why 
men chew not theſe pills : Hence they never themſelves. 
 comet9 be affefted norawakened. 

Awaken thereſoreall you ſecure creatures ; 
feel your miſery,that ſo you may get out of it. 
Doſt thou know thine eſtate is naught, and 
_ that thy condemnation will be fearful, if ever 
thou doſt periſh? andis thine heart ſecretly 
ſecure,ſo damnably dead, ſo deſperately _ 

I | > that. 
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i ' "i tion 1s of hum- yyhat? no ſighs, no tears? canſt thou carry 
| no gates of the City, and make alight matter of 
them? Doſt thou ſee Hell-fire before thee, 

and yet wilt venture? art thou worſe than? 

Beaſt, which we cannot beat nor drive into 


get thy heart to lament and mourn under thy 
miſeries, who knows then but the Lord may 


_—— pity thee? But Oh hard heart! thou canſt 
Or TNC 


61mg tears and houſes; yet though God be loſt, and his 


not mourn. If thine heart were truly affe&- 
ed, the Pillow would be waſhed with thy 
tears, and the Wife in thy boſom would be 
W, witneſs of thy heart-breakings at mid-night, 

pA for thoſe {ins which have grieved the Spititof 
God many a time; thou couldſt not fleepqui- 


hear howyou do; and if you were humbled, 
we ſhould have you in the bitternefs of your 
ſpirit cry out, What ſhall we do? But know 
it, thou muſt mourn here or in hell. If God 
broke David's bones for his adultery, and the 
Angels backs for their pride: the Lord, if 
Oueſt, ever hefſaves thee, will break thine heart too. 
83 Anſw. Qweſt. but thou wilt ſay, How (hall 1 do 
©, Howtogeta to get my heart affefted with my miſery ? 


pre . 4 ny «4 
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un 7 ran Anſw. 1. Take afull view of thy miſery. 
| harden the 4 Take ſpecial notice of the Lords readl- 
4 heart. _ neſs and willingneſs to receive thee yet un- 


Man's Perditi- that thou haſt no heart to come. out of it? 


all thy fins upon thy back, like Sampſon the 


the fire, if there be any way to eſcape? Oh, 


mourn for loſles and croſſes, burning of goods 


of-God. Image burnt down, and all is gone, thou canſt 


etly nor comfortably without aſſurance. If | 
you were fick to Death, Phyſicians ſhould 
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to mercy. For two things harden the heart. Man's Perditi- | 
1. Falſe hope, whereby a man hopes he is not 22.15 of him-. 
ſo bad as indeed he ts. 2. No hope, whereby a VE 
man, when he ſees himſelf ſo notoriouſly bad, 

thinks there is no willingneſs in the Lord to That heart is 
pardon or receive ſuch a Monfter of Men to hard, that 
mercy. And if neither the hammer can break _—— —=_— 
thy ſtony heart, nor the Sun-ſhineof mercy jy breck, 
melt it, thou haſt a heart worſe than the De. - 


4-4 


ry, 1. inregard of ſin. 2. in regard of Gods 
wrath. ps 

Firſt, inregard of ſin. Thou haft ſinned, I. 
and that grievouſly,againſt a great God: thon 
makeſt no great matter of this; no? but 
though it be no load to thee, it is 2load on 
the Lord's heart, 7/a. 1. 24. and time will 
come he will make the whole ſinful World, 
by Rivers of fire and blood, to know what an 
evi] it 1s. 

For 1. In every ſin thou doſt ſtrike God \# 
and fling a Dagger at the Heart of God, 2. In 2. 
every ſin thou doſt ſpite-againſt God : for if _ 
there were but oe only thing wherein a man 
could do his friend a diſpleaſure, was not 
here ſpite {ten if he did that thing ? Now tell 
me, hath not the Lord been a good friend un- 
tothee? Tell me, wherein hath he grieved 
thee? And tcll'me, in what one thing canſt 
thou pleaſe the Devil, and do God a diſplea- | 
ſure, but by ſn? Yer, O hard heart! thou 3s: 
makeſt nothing of it. But conſider thirdly,in on by Gnas 
every ſin thou doſt dethrone God, and ſetteſt (T2 

thy ſelf aboye God: forinevery ſin this Ie God's.” 
10N 
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Angels ) as filth under his feet. What, will 

this break your hearts? | | 

X OOO _ .o Go wed, oe cer. 
+ <-.+ tainty of it, the unſupportableneſs of it, how 
_ " that dying in thy fins, and ſecure eſtate, if 
of it. ſhall fall; for when men cry Peace, Peace, then 
HR cometh ſudden deſtrultion at unawares, Pray 
"7 rTheſ. 5. 3, 4. therefore to God to reveal this untothee,that 
: W- thine heart may break under it. Secondly, 
conſider the Lords mercy and readineſs to 

ſave thee, who hath prepared mercy, and in- 

«Cor treats thee to take it, and waiteth every day 
4 19» 

for thee to that end. 

The 13a ge= Carnal Confidence whereby men ſeek, to ſave 
neral reaſon of themſelves, and to Icramble out of their miſe- 
man's ruine, Tabſe eſtate by their owz duties and performan-' 
Ces, when they do feel themſelves miſerable: 

the Soul doth as thoſe, Zoſen 5- 13. Men 

| when they be wounded and troubled, they 
never look after Feſus Chriſt, but go tothelr 
own waters to heal themſelves; like hunted 

Harts when the Arrow is in them, Rom. 9. 

31, 32. | 

For the opening of this point, I ſhall ſhew 

you theſe two things. 

Wherein mens 1- Wherein this reſting in Duties appeals 
” . reſting in Du- 2. Why menreſlt in themſelves. Ke Cs 
"| - ricsappeas, Firſt, thisreſting in Daries appears intheſ 
SE. - ten degrees, | 


Man's Perditi- ſtion Is put, Whoſe Will ſhall be done,God's IW, il 
on is of hum- ,,. 2/275? Now man by fin ſets his own ivilt | 
ſelf. : 4ovethe Lord's, and ſo kicks God ( bleſſed | 

2" * for ever, adored of millions of Saints and_ 


The third reaſon of man's ruine is, that 
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{* i. The Soulof apoor ſinner, if ignorant- Man's Perdith 


jy bred and brought up, reſts confidently in 99 of him- 
fnerſtitious vanities. Ask a devout Papiſt 

how he hopes to be faved; he will anſwer. \, © 
by his good works : but enquire farther,what = 


are theſe good works ;, why, for the moſt part 


ſuperſtitious ones of their own inventions, © I 


or the Crow thinks her own bird faireſt ) 
aWhipping themſelves,Pilgrim-age, Faſting, 
Mumbling over their Pater-noſters, Bowing 
down to Images and Croſſes. | 
*.2, Now theſe being Baniſhed from the 2, | 
Church and NI, then men ſtand upon Men ſtand up- - } 
their titular Profeſſion of the true Religion, |. or 4s -| 
athough they be Devils incarnate in their of geligion. 
lives. Lookup and down the Kingdom,you 
ſhall ſee ſome roaring, drinking, dicing, card- 
ing, Whoreing,in Taverns,and blind Ale-hou- 
ſes; others belching out their oaths, their 
mouths ever caſting out, like raging Seasyfilthy 
frothy ſpeeches; others like 1ſmaels, Tcoffing 
at the beſt men: yet theſe are confident they 
ſhall be faved. Why (ſay they) they areno - 
Papiſts; bang chem, they will dye for their 
Religion, and rather burnthan turn, bythe 
grace of God. Thus the Fews boaſted they 
were Abraham's ſeed : ſo our carnal people Zeph. ;. 11, 
boaſt; Am notIa good Proteſtant? amnot I 
Baptized? dolInot live in the Church? and 
therefore reſting here, hope to be ſaved. I re- 
member a Judge, when one pleaded once with uy 


{1 bim for his life, that he might not be hanged, 


becauſe he was a Gentleman he told him that 


therefore he ſhould have the Gallows made 


higher 


h-_ = 


"Go The Simcere ( onvert. 

Man's Perditi- higher for him : ſo when thou pleadeſt, 1 ay, 

' on is of him- a Chriſtian, anda good Proteſtant, C yet thy ® 

ſelf- — wilt drink,and ſwear, and whore,neglect Pray 

| A - and break God's Sabbath ) and therefor 

he  thon hopeſt to be ſaved; I reli thee, thy conf 

greater for 1i- demnation ſhall be greater, and thy Plagyg 
| ving debauch- in Hell the Heavier. 

% edly where 3. If men have no peace here, then they 


, the Goſpel 1s qgje tg and reſt in the goodneſs of their in- 
Preached. fiite uy” 


take them out of the Church once, and lt q 
alide their beſt Cloaths, and they are thenthe | , 
ſame as at another time; and becauſe they 1 
mult not work nor ſport that day, they think } ,, 
they may with a good Conſcience ſleep the Þ y 
longer in the morning. Ask now ſuch mel, I ;; 
how they hopeto be ſaved, ſeeing their lives: is 
are {0 bad; they ſay, though they make not 
ſuch ſhews, they know what good ay £ 
t 
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they make 1n private, their hearts (they ſay) Man's perditi- 
is | Are good. Itell ye, Brethren, hethattruſteth Mtg of him- 
h to his own heart, and his good deſires, and ſo SZ 
reſteth inthem, is a fool. TI have heard ofa © * / 
man that would haunt the Tayerns, _ and 
Theatres, and Whore-houſes; at London all 
day; but he durſt not. go forth without pri- 
rate Prayer in a morning, and then would ſay 
a his departure, Now Devil, do thy worſt , 
and ſo uſed liis Prayers' C as many do ,) only 
acharms.and ſpells againſt the. poor, weak, 
cowardly. Devil, that they think dares not | 
hurt them, ſo long as they have good hearts | 
nithin-ther,and good Prayers in their Cham-- 
hers. And hence they will go near to raile 
againſt the Preacher as an harſh Maſter, if he 
Fa not.comfort them with this, That God ac- 
.tepts of their good deſires: _ 

4. If their good hearts cannot quiet them, 


_ 
but Conſcience tells them they are unſound If no comforz 
'ithour, and rotten at core within, then men Pc ou 
fall upon Reformation; they will leave their des, Oy No 
#horing, drinking, cozening, gaming, COM- form ſome 
pany-keeping,fwearing,and ſuch like roaring grofs fins, 
lns : and now all the Countrey faith he 1s 
become anew man, and he himſelf thinks he 
ſhall be ſaved, 2 Per: 2. 22. They efcape the 
pollutions of the World, as ſwine that are 
| eſcaped and waſhed from outward filth, yet 
the ſwiniſh nature remains ſtill. Like Mar- 
$-iners that are going to ſome dangerous place 
I81orantly, if they meet with ftorms,, they 
$0 not backward, but caſt out their goods that. 
endanger their Ship, and ſo go forward Ra: 
M 0, 
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Man's perditt- ſg many a man going towards Hell, is forced Þ 
on is of him- | 15 caſt out his uſts and ſins, but he goethon 
AJ in the ſame way {till for all that. The wilde J! 
beaſts (as Stags) if they be' kept waking 
from fleep long, will grow tame - fo conſis. 

ence giving a'man no reſt for fome fins help 

veth in, hegroweth tame; he that wasawild 

Gentleman before, remains the ſame may 

ſtill, only he is made tame row,” that is, az #® 

vil and fmooth in his whole conrſe--anf'Þ* 

' hence they reſt in reformation, Which refby.. 

mation is, commonly, but from ſometronhls 

fone ſin, and it is becauſe they think it iſh 

ter following their Trade of {in at another. 

J market; and hence ſome men will leave thelt 


drinking and whoring, and turn 'coverons, be+ bl 
cauſe there is more gain at that' Market: J'® 
ſometimes it is becauſe ſin hath left them, a ' 
an old man. TD tad 71 

5. If theycan haveno reſt here, theypet Fry 


F Se ks into another ſtarting hole, they g0 to ther 
in reforming #Tumiliations, Repentings, Tears, Sorrows, znd he 
groſs ſins, they Confeſſions. They heara man cannot be ſaved hb 
_ to Humilt- by teforming his life, unleſs he come to a+ 4 
anc? F-PeN* fliCt his Soul too; he muſt ſorrow and we 7 
here,orelſe cry out in Hell hereafter - hes 
upon they betake themſelves to their ſorromg 
tears, confeſſion of ſins; and now the windbJ.." 


pos down,and the tempeſt is over, aud they make} ; 
Kb! _ themſelves ſafe. Mar. x 1. 21. / worn. 
have repented, that is, the Heathen, as BY of | 


ſpeaks; when any wrath was kindled from ;; 
Heaven, they would go to their ſack-clothallſ; 
forrows, and ſo thought to pacific God's ang® 


* 
* 


F 
. 
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J qualms of Conſcience, and then they do as 


- ICrows,that give themſelves a Vomit by ſwal- 
Flowing down ſome ſtone when they are ſick; 8 
1 jk they are well again; ſo, when men are 
1 {troubled for their fins, they will give them- 
' Ilvesa vomit of Prayer, a vomit of Confeſſion 
* Band Humiliation, Iſa. 58. 5- Hence many,when 
hey can get no'good by this Phyſick, by their 
: Wrrows andzears, caſt off all again ; for ma- 


EN Ox ap He "7 EO 


f 
4 Wind, filthy heart, then by the ſenſe of ſor- 
. Trows ; becauſe a man reſts in the one, viz. in 
Mews, moſt commonly, but trembles and 
flies out of himſelf when he feets the (other. 
{Thus men reſt in their Repentance : and 
Hf herefore Auſtin hath a pretty ſpeech which 
ſounds *harſh, that Repentance damnaeth more 
| then ſin ;, meaning, that thouſands did periſh 
| Ilyceſtingin i it; andhence we {ce atnong ma- 
' .y people, if they have large affections, they 
;|fhink they are in good fayour; if they want 
(| fem they think thay are caſtaways, when 
\Pthey caninot mourn nor be afteted as once 
1 Ihey were, becauſethey reſt in them. | 
0 6. If they have no reſt here, then they 


furn moral men, that is, tritt in all the duties if no comforc 

{of the taoral Law, which is a greater matter 1n humiliation,” 

then reformation, or Humiliation; that is, © 
| fey grow very juſt & (quare In their dealings * 

2 


with 


hey turn. mb- 
men. 


ral 
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pain, and here they reſted: ſo itis with ma- Man's Perditi- 
=o man; many. people have ſick fits and 2! on 15 uu him- 


; (king theſe things their Godand cheir Chriſt, More driver 
Fthey forſake them, when they cannot ſave toChriſt by 
them,' Mar. 3.14. Morearedriven to Chriſt *Þ4*d heart, | 


by the ſenſe of the burthen of an hard, dead, then by a for : 


6. 
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Man's « perditi- with men, and exceeding ſtrict in the ut J; 


- on 1s of him- 
{clf. 


SN / 


of the time, and cry againſt civil'or > 


when heis examined here, | Hence, FE - þ 
ſters preach againſt the ſins of the rimeg,the 


deſerves tno; ) but let him ſpeak of any) 


of the firſt Table toward God, asf 
rayer, hearing, reading, obſerving the $ | 
and thus the Phariſees lived, and hence ef 
are called, The ſtrict Seer of the Phari 
Take heed you, miſtake me not ; The th 
not againſt ſtritneſs, but againſt reſt I ( 
it : for except your Righteouſneſs exceed tl th 
yer ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of ths 
vc. You fall find theſe men fly hn | 
perſons and places , like the Pet ood -- 
commend the beſt Books, cry down th ny 


_ 72 LEP : -, 3 
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men (the eye ſees not it ſelf ) and. ry 
zeal and forwardneſs. Talk with ia n 
many moral duties that are to be. done i 
wards God or Man, he will ſpeak wellaboul ! 
the excellency and neceſſity of it, Nays 5 

trade and kill whereby he - hopes to gethifſ 
living and earn eternal life, lieth there: bit 
ſpeak about Chriſt, and living by Faithinln 
and from him, and bottoming the ſoul uf 
the promiſes, (pieces of Evangelical rig 

ouineſs) he that is very $kilfu!l in any oil 
controverſie is as ignorant almoſt as a* 


comment it for a ſpecial Sermon, (asith Y! | 
ritval, inward, ſoul-working points, they 
away and ſay, he was in their judgment ay 


ied and obſcure, for their part they und Jc 
ſtood him not. Beloved, pictures are Pl | ng 
things to look on, and that's all the goodnl 0 
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lthe Ark, though they did climb and get to 
affthe top. of the talleſt mountains. they were 
Fabdrowned : ſo labour to climb never fo high 
Sin Morality, and the duties of both Tables, 
{if thou goeſt not into Gods Ark, the Lord 
a Jelus Chriſt, thou art ſure to periſh eternally. 

«kJ 7. If they have no reſt here in their 14o7a- 


af lous zealous for good cauſgs and courſes, 
py and there they ſtay, and warm themlelves at 
of their own fire - thus Paw, Phil. 3.6. was zeca- 
}& bus, and there reſted. They will not live as 


doing, they are content to give away their c- 
ſtate,chilgren,aay thing almoſt,to get pardon 
for the ſin of their ſoul, dich. 6.7. Sy 
F - 3. If they find nohclp from hence, but are 
$ forced to ſee and ſay, When they have done all, 
"they are up; ofitable ſervants, and they fin 1n all 


| 


ky by, they grow hot within, and turn marvel- 


; 16 5 


ntis 1 "them : 40 theſe:men are, (as Chriſt look- Man's perditt- 
klled on and loved the natural young man inthe ons of him- 

aiGolpel) and that is all their excellency. You © 
teflnow, in Noabs Flood, all that were not in 


Vee 


Ss FO 
If no comfort 
in Morality, 
they turn Zea- 
lous for good 
canſes, Rom. 
2, 19» 


| [many do, like Snails in- their ſhells; but ra- . 
ther than they will be damned for want of 


2 


It no comſore 


from zeal in 
g00d cauics, 


that which they do; then they reſt in that they turn to 
ſ Which is like to Evangelical obedience, they mourning tor 


think to pleaſe God by mourning' for their 
tailings in their good duties, deſiring to bg 
detter, and promuling for tie time to come to 
be fo, and thercin reſt, Dear. 5.29. 
- "9. If they feela want of all thele,then they 
Gig within themielves for power to leave 
| fin, power to be more holy and huinble, and 
10 think ro work out themlelyss in time 
"RY M:3:-.-- 


their failings, 


Tf no comfort 
1n their mcur. 
1129 for their / 
tatl1ngs, they 
teck tor pov- 
cr in hw: 
{clves ro be 
' more holy, 


3, 4- think to ſave themſelyes by their ridiy 

or horſes, (that1s ) by their abilities. | 

10. \ re. If they feel no help here, then they 

if no comfort 2O unto Chriſt for grace and power to leave 

;n themſelves, {fin and do better, whereby they may ſave 

me 0 themſelves ; and ſo they live upon Chriſt 

Gags © @} that they may live of themſelves; they gow 

their onnends. to Chriſt they get not to Chriſt, P (al. 78, 34, 

| : 25. like hirelings that go for power to do 

L their work, that they may earil their wages, 

A Child of God contents himſelf with, and 

lives upon the Inheritance it ſelf, the Lord in 

his free mercy hath given him. But now we 

ſhall ſee many poor Chriſtians that run1n the 

very road the Papiſts deyoutly go to Hellin. 

he confeſſion Firſt, the Papiſt will confeſs his miſery, 

of Papiſts in that he is(and all men are )by nature a childot 
three particu- wrath,and under the power of ſin and Satan. 

lars. - Secondly,they hold Chriſt is the only Savior. 

Thirdly, That this Salvation is not by ally 

righteouſneſs in a Cariſt, but righteouſnels 

from aChriſt, only by giving a man powe 

_ todo, and then dipping mens doings in his 

blood, hemerits their life. Thus the wileſt 


8-75: 8 and deyoutelt of them profeſs, as I am able 
WAN: JE: to manifeſt. Juſt ſodo many Chriſtians live. 
FT-IR | Firſt, they feel themſelves full of ſin, andare 
|, 1; "_—_ ſometimestired and weary of themſelves for 


thell 
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Ne bY Man's perditt» out of this eſtate; and ſo they dig for Peark 
tf * : ny, ON 15 of him- 51 their ow N dunghills, and will Not be he. 
rk TEC -— RAR holden to the Lord Feſus, toliveon himinrhs 
p-bert bh | wantof all. They thiak to ſer up themlelye 
ER 4 3h out of their own itock, without Feſus Chrif, 
SLE and ſo, as the Prophet Hoſea ſpeaks, Hof. 14, 


tri. —_— a——— ” Y — —_— aie)! On. 3 - = eh * 256 + 


- . Firſt, becauſe it is natural to a man out © 


The Score Coveree wr 


their vile hearts, and they find no power to Man's perditi- 


- on 15 of him- 


F help themſelyes. Secondly, hereupon hear- Se 


ing that only Chrift can ſaye them, they go AT 
untoChriſt to remove thoſe ſins that tire Eu eo 
and load them, that he wonld enable them to 

do better then formerly - "Thirdly, if they 

get theſe ſins ſubdued and removed, and if 

they find power todo better, then they. hope 

they ſhall be ſaved. Whereas thou mayeſt be 

damned, and goto the Devil at the laſt, al- 

though thou doſt eſcape all the pollutions of 

the World, and that not from thy ſelf and 

thy own ſtrength, but from the knowledg of | 
Jeſus Chriſt, 2. Pet. 2, 20. I fay, wo to you Ir is with ma- 
for ever if you die in this eſtate. It is with »y Chriſtians 
our Chriſtians in this caſe as it is with the, * 
toy, which claſys & groweth about the I ree.,. rot Eric, 
and draws ſap from the Tree, bot it growsnot bur grow nor 


ove With the Tree, becauſe it.is.not ingraffed one wichChriſt 
| beeaufe not 


into the Tree : $0 many A Soul cometh DD, nptaf ed. 


Chriſt, to ſuck juyce from Chrift to maintain, ' 


his own berries, (hisown ſtock of grace : 
alaſs! he is but Jvy, he Is no. member or. 
branch of this Tree, and hence he never gaws 


to be one with Chriſt. g 


- Secondly, Now the reaſons why men reſt 2 
11 their duties are thele. : Why mendo 
f reſt 1a their 


| —_ 2] 200d duties. 
Chriſt to do ſo. Adam and all his polterity __ | "ap | 
were to be ſaved by his doing, Do thts, and Tr 15 natural to. 
live; work, and hereistay wages; win Life, ſay; do this aud 
: | of ans O00 live. 
and wear it: Hence all his Poſterity ſeeks to 
this day to be ſaved by doing; Like Father, lik 
Son, Now to come out of all duties truly to a 
M 4 Chriſt, 
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Man's perditi- Chriſt hath not ſo much as a coat in innocew,. 
on 1s of him- much leſs corrupred nature : hence men ſeek || 
.. I Jag to themſelves. Now as tis with a Bankrupy, | of 
2 © When his ſteck is ſpent, and his eſtare crackt, | P| 
before he will turn Prentice, or live upon 
nother, he will turn Pedler of ſmall wares, | ti 
and ſo follow his old Trade with aleſs fork: | ir 
ſo men naturally folkow their old Trade of | tt 
Doing, and hope to get their living that way; | « 
and hence having no experience of trading || 
with Chriſt by Fth, live of themſelves, || x 
Sampſon, when all his ſtrength was loſt, would | t 
g0 to ſhake himſelf as. at other times: {6_ || 1 
when mens ſtrength is loſt, and God and | 
Grace is loſt, yet men will go and try how |! 
they can live by ſhifts and working for þ f 
themſelves ſtill, Yo 
Reaſon. 2. _ Secondly, becauſe men are ignorant of Je. If 
" Tgnorance of -ſ#5 Chriſt and his Righteoaſneſs-, Hence mien 


Chriſts Righ- cannot go unto him, becauſe they ſee him | t 
reouſneſls. not; hence they ſhift as well as they-can for | t 
tk | themſelves by their duties, oh. 4. 14. Men It 
ak FU. | ſeek to ſave themſelves by their own ſwim- |, 
£06. ming, when they ſee no cable caſt out to help Þ' 
| them. 05 Þ4 
bib... P Thirdly, becauſe this is the eaſieſt way to | ( 
$41 eaſon 3. ps. ug . Y. 
228 Good duties Emifort the hearr, and pacify conſcience, | 
i the natural and topleaſe God, as the ſoul thinks; becauſe || 
RE way of pleaſing by this means a man goes no farther than | 
74 God. himſelf. - 51 | 
Rk 040 - _ _Nowinforſaking all duties, a ſoul goes to- |: 
IE Heaven (quite out of himſelf; and there he I! 
HEM! ode mult wait many ayear, and that for a little;it. || 
HI{3 may be. Now if a fainting man-haye 4q##-. 
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t\ [s:r2athis bed's head, he will not knock up the Man's perditi- 
& | fhop-keeper for it. 'Men that have a Balſam 22/5 of hims . 
; ; elf. 

t F of their own to heal them will not go to the WYN 

t\ | Phyſician. | « 
- | Fourthly, becauſe by virtue of theſe du- z,,r ,. 
, | tlesa man may hide his ſin, and live quietly By good duties 
: [in his ſin, yet be accounted an honeſt man - as ſin may be 
f | the whore in Prov. 5.1 5,16. having perform. KP* 1n- 
; Ned her vows, can intice without ſuſpicion of 
* { men, or check of conſcience: fo the Scribes 
and Phariſees were horribly covetous, but 
| | their long prayers covered their deformities, 
| Math.23.14. And hence men fet their duties | 
| | ata higher rate than they are worth,thinking 
I by ſhall fave them, becauſe they are lo. uſc- 
' 4 fulro them. Good duties, like new apparel 
Fon a man purſued with kue and cry of conlct- 
| Peace, keep him from being known. 
{| | Take heed of reſting in duties. Good du. | ,. 
tesare mens money, without which they think Nor to reſt in 
themſelves poor and miſerable; but take heed good duties. 
that you and Your money periſh 0t together, 
Aits 8.20, The paths to- hell are but two. 
The firſt is the path of Sz, which is a dirty 
way. Secondly, the path of Duries, which 
(reſted in }) is but aclearer way, When the 
Ifraclites were in diſtreſs, Zads. 10. 14. the. 
| Lord bids them go to the £0ds they ſerved; 
lo when thou ſhalc lie howling onthy deatk- 
bed,the Lord will-fay, go unto the good prayers. 
and performances you have made, and the 
tears you have ſhed. Oh, they w1'l be miſera- 
| d«comforrersat that day. 1 
 0bj:6. But Ithink thou wilt ſay, No true oojta. 
| Clirl- 
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Man's Pcrditt- 
on 1s of him» 
ſelf. 


Anſw. 
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Chriſtian man hopes to be ſaved by his goo 
works and duties, but only by the mercy gf 
God, and mefits of Chriſt. _ 

Anſw. It is one thing to truſt to bear f] 


Difference be- by duties, another thing to 7eſt 1n duties. A 


rween truſting 
and reſting 1n 
duties. 


[. 


reſting in du- 
Lies. 


| Sign I» 


man truſts unto them,when he is of thisqgj. 
nion, that only good duties can fave him: 
A man reſts in duties, when he is of this g. 
Pinion, that only Chriſt can ſave him, butig 
his practice he goeth about to ſave himſelf, 
The wiſeſt of the Papiſts are ſo at this day,ud 
ſo are our common Proteſtants. And thisis 
a great ſubtilty of the heart - that is, when; 
man thinks he cannot be faved by his good 3 
works and duties, but only by Chriſt, ho 
then hopeth, becauſe he is of this opinion,that 
when he bath done all, he is an unprofitable ſer 
vant, ( which is 'only an act or work of the 
judgment informed aright ) that therefore, 
becauſe he is of this opinion, he ſhall be ſaved. 
But becauſe it 15 hard for to know whet 
a wan reſts in duties, and few men find them: 
ſelves guilty of this ſin, which ruines ſo many, 
I will (hevw two things. | 
1. The Signs of aman's reſting 1a duties, 
2. The Inſufficiency of all duties tofare 
men; that ſo thoſe that be found guilty 
this fm way not go on init. it a 


, 


Firſt, for- the Signs whereby a man Maj 


Signs of mens certainly know when he reſts in his duttss | 


which if he do (as few profeſſors eſpedall 
but they do )) he periſherth eternally. 
Firſt, Thoſe thar yer never ſaw theyre 


ed in them, they that never found it anhaid 
| MALLET 


. 
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cauſe nature ſets men upon 4xties; hence it's 


a hard matter to come out of reſting in duties: 


For two things keep a man from Chriſt. 

1. $77. 2. Self. Now as a man is broken 
off from ſin, by ſeeing and feeling it, and 
groaning under the power of it; ſois aman 


broken from himſelf. For men had rather do. 


any thing than come unto Chriſt, there is ſuch 
a deal of ſelf in them. Therefore if thou haſt 
no experience, that at ſome time thou halt 


reſted too much in thy duties, and then didſt 


groan to be delivered from theſe intangle- 
ments, ( I mean not from the 4dsjn7 of them, 
this is Familiſm and profaneneſs, but from 
reſting 11 the bare performance of them) thou 
doſt rely upon thy duties to this day. 5 
2. Thoſereſt in duties that prize the bare 
performance of duties wonderfully ; for thoſe 


duties that carry thee out of thy ſelf unto 5 quiies, 


Chriſt, make thee to prize Chriſt. Now tell 
me, doſt thou glory in thy ſelf 2 Now Tam 
ſome-body : I was #gnorazt, forgetful, bard- 
hearted, now I underſtand and remember 
better, and can ſorrow for my ſins : If thon 
doſt reſt here, thy duties never carried thee 
farther than thy ſe/f. Doſt thou think, after 
that thou haſt prayed with ſame life; now I 


| havedone very well ? and now thou doſt veri- 


ly think (meaning, for thy dzties ) the Lord 
will ſave thee, though thou neyer come to 
Criſt, and ſayſt, as he in another caſe, Now 


—_— 3 
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matter to come out of therr duties. For it's Man's Perditi- 
| moſt natural fora man to ſtick in' them, be- 29.5597 hum- 


2 Things 
us from C 


Sign 2, A 'pri- 
Zing of bare 


T hope the Lord will do good to me, ſceing 1 have 
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Man's Perditi- ge @ Prieſt into my houſe, Fudg. 17. 13, Doſt 
ce 1s of hm- thou inhance the price of Duries thus, that 
Ll E000 - _ thoudoſt dote on them ? then I do pronounce 
RF 0 Phil. 3.8, from God, thou doſt reſt in them. Theſe things 
ma Good duties . ( ſaith Paul) I counted gain, ( that is, before 
muſt be count- hjs conyerſion to Chriſt, he prized themex- | 
cd loſs incom- ceedingly ;) but now I account them loſs. And 
pariſon of aig hr 
Chriſt, this is the reaſon why a child of God com: 
monly after all 'his prayers, tears and con- 
feſſions, doubts much of -God's love towards | 
him: whereas another man, that falleth ſhort 
of him, never queſtions his eſtate : the' hiſt 
ſees much rottenneſs and vileneſs in his beſt 
duties,and ſojudgeth meanly of him(elf;the o- 
| ther, 1gnorant of the vileneſs of them, prizeth 
them, and eſteemeth highly of them, andſer- 
ting his Corn at ſo high a price, he may keep 
them to himſelf; the Lord never acceptet 
them, nor buyeth them at ſo high arate. 
Sign3: Thirdly, thoſe that never carffe to be ſen- 
An inſenſibili- þ[c of their poverty and utter empeineſs of dl 
ry of our ON ,,,4: forſolong as a man hath a peny inki 


a 


- TIT purſe, that is, feels any good in himſelf, he 
will never come a-begging unto Feſus. Chiijh 
and thcrefore reſts in h:wſelf. Nowdidlt thou 

. never teel thy ſelf in this manner poor ? 9% 


I am as 1gnorant as any beaſt, as vile as an 

Devil:Ob Lord, what a ncſt & litter of fin and | 

rebellion lurks in my heart! Tonce thoughta 

Bind 600g" / lealtmy heart and deſires were good, but now 
+ [ feel no ſfiritual life. Oh dead heart! lan 

MICs 3 We | the pooreſt, vileſt, baſeſt,and blindeſt creature 
that ever lived. If thon doſt nor thus feel thy, 
{elf poor, thou never cameſt ot of thy wy 

| 10k 
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becauſe of his naked performance of the du- 
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for when the Lord bringeth, any man to Man's Perditi- 
- Chriſt he brings him empry, that ſo he may 


1s of him- 
ſelf, 


make him beholden to Chriſt for every far- 
thing-token. Þ: 


- Fourthly, thoſe that gain no Evangelical 1a. 66. 2. 
riohteouſneſs by duties reſt in duties ;, 1 ſay , Sign 4. "| 


Evangelical righteouſneſs, that is, more prizing © Legal; nor 
_ of acquaintance with, deſire after,loving and 


an Evangelical 


delighting inunion with the Lord Feſus Chriſt: FI. 


| for a moral man may grow in Legal riphte- 


ouſneſs ( as the ſtony and thorny-ground, ſeed. 


| ſprang upand increaſed much,and came near 
"unto maturity) and yet zeſt m2 duties all this 


while. For as *tis with Tradeſmen, they ret 
in their buying and ſelling, though they make 
no gain of their Trading : now eſs Chriſt 
is a Chriſtian's pain, Phil. 1.21. and hence a 
child of God asks himſelf after Sermon, after 
Prayer, after Sacrament, What have I gained  *© - 
of Chriſt ? Have I got more knowledoe of Chrift, 
more admiring of the Lord Jeſus *? Now a car- 
nal heart, that r7eſ#s in his duties, asketh only 
what he hath done, as the Phariſee, I thank 
God I am not as other men, ] faſt twice a' week, 


TJ give alms, and the like; and thinks verily 


he ſhall be ſaved, becauſe he prays, and be- 
cauſe he bears, and becauſe he reforms, and 
becauſe he ſorrows for his ſins, that is, nor be- 
cauſe of the gaining of Chriſt ina dvty, | ut 


ty - And ſothey arelike that man thatl have 
beard of, that thought verily he ſhould be 
rich, becauſe he had got a Wallet to hep : ſo 
men, becauſe they perform duties, think ves 
| nly 
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ſelf. ' think to get water becauſe he hath a Bucket? 
ES No, no ® mult let It down int6 the Well, 
all our duties and draw up water with it :. ſo mult thoulet 
down into down all thy duties into Chriſt, and dray 
draw from his | . Nat bk» 

| thy duties be golden duties, thou ſhalt periſh 
_ wickons Chriſt. When a man hath iy In 
his Wallet, and got water In his Bucket, he 
may boldly ſay, So long as theſe laſt I ſhall 
not famiſh : ſo mayſt thou ſay, when thou 


haſt found and got Chriſt in the performance ' 


of any duty, Solong as Chrilſts life laſteth | 
ſhall live; as long as he hath any wiſdom of 
power, ſo long ſhall I be direCfted and enabled 

>— 1n well-doing, | ay 
Fifthly, if thy duties make thee ſin more 
Sign 5e boldly,thou doſt then reſ# in duties + for thoſe 
When our du- qyties which carry a man out of himſelf unto 


fn _ bod. Chriſt ever fetch power again ſin; but du- 


him id his ſin, Iſaiah 1. 14. A Cart thathath 
1 | no wheels to reſt on cat hardly be drawn in- 
"Wh 'rothedirt; butone that hath wheels cometh 

loaded through it: fo a child of God that 
hath no wheels, no duties to reſt upon, cannot 
willingly be drawn into fin-but another man, 
thoigh he be loaden with ſin, (even ſome- 
times againſt his conſcience ) yet having du- 
ties to bear him up, gocth merrily on in a i 
tul courſe, and makes no bones of ſin. When 
# BE: } we ſec a baſe man revile a great Prince, and 
3 BOL ſtrike hing, we ſay,Surely, he durit not do 1t, 


Man's Perditi- rily they ſhall be ſaved. No ſuch matter; Jet |. 
on is of him- a man havea Bucket made of Gold, doth he |: 


Chriſt, and  1;oht and life from his fulneſs, elle, though 


ht. ties that a man reſts in arm him and fence 


unleſs ] 


wy, 1. © =t 


ws twain wal AY dk ey pmo< ., we My 


 forroweth andrepents in ſecret, (as he ſaith ) 


i Takea moral man, he knows he hath his 


ſins by their duties, and therefore reſt in du- 


| hearts by durzes reſt in their duties : for if a When we ſee 


_ light, by duties, he will ſpie out more moats;, quiies, 
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inleſs he had ſome body to bear him out in Man's 2ngh 
it, that hereſts and wife unto : ſo when we £1. hum- 
ke men in againſt the great God, wecon- 
ceive, Certainly they durſt not doit,if they 
had not ſome duties to bear them out in it, 
and to encourage them im their way.that they 
truſt unto. | oo ' To finaml ad 

For, take a prophane mary, what makes him God forgive- 
drink, ſwear, cozen, game, whore ? Is there neck, is but 
no God to puniſh? Is there no Hell hot e- mean fartfa- 
nongh totorment ? Are there no plagues to 
confound him ? Yes : why ſinneth he ſo then? 
0h, he prayeth to God for forgiveneſs, and 


and this bears him upin his lewd pranks. 


failings and his ſins, as the beſt have, and is 
overtaken ſometimes 2s the beſt are ; why 
doth he not remove thefe ſins then ? He con- 
feſlerh them to Godevery morning when he | 
rifeth;why is he not more humbled under his ; 
fin then? The reaſon is; he conftantly ob- 
ferveth morning and evening prayer, and then 
he craves forgiveneſs for his failings, by 
which courſe he, hopes he makes his peace 
with God ; and hence he finneth without fear, 
and ariſeth out of hts falls into ſin without 
ſorrow. And thus they ſee and maintain their 


ties, | | 
Sixthly, thoſe that ſce little of their vile $7g26. 


not ou? vile 


man be brought nearer to Chriſt, and tothe hearts by our 


fcr | / 
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Man's Perditi- for the morea man participates of @rif, h; 
_ of him- Leath and hfe, we ow he ;feeleth the wil. 
Ws neſs and ſickneſs of ſm. As Paul, when he 
II reſted tÞ _ before his Converſion, before 
ORE that. the Law had humbled him, be Was are, 
Paul when be that is, he thought himſelf 2 ſound may, be 
reſted in du- cauſe his duties covered his fins, like fp. 
ties, thought Jeayes. Therefore ask thine own heart,jfit 
He Was _—_ be troubled ſometimes {or ſin, and. if after 
m__ OY thy praying and ſorrowing thou doſt grow nel, 
; and thinkeſt thy ſelf ſafe, and feeleſt nottly 
ſelf more vile. If it bethus, I tell thee, thy 

duties be but fig-leaves to cover thy naked- 

neſs, and the Lord will find thee out, andun- 

mask thee one day,and wo to thee ifthoudoſt 

periſh here. US COEY 

Secondly, therefore behold the Inſuſici 

TY Mes. ency of all, duties to ſave us; which will appear 
ency of any theſe three things, 'which I ſpeak, thatyou 

duty to ſave a May learn hereafter never tO reſt in duties. 

man appears Fir {t, 'confider thy beft duties are tainted, 
in threethings. pojſoned, and mingled with ſome fi, and 
Our beft dy. Eherefore are moſt odious in the eyes of a0 
ties are Cnful, boly God, ( nakedly and barely conſideredin 
themſelves.) For if the beſt Actions of God" 

people be filthy, as they come from them, then, 

to be ſure, all wicked men's ations are mutt 

more filthy and poliuted with fin; but the 
Tic 6. - hiſt js true, All our rightrouſneſs 15 4s filthy 
Man's righte- Ya2s. for as the fountain is, lo is the ſtream; 
ouſnefs like bur the fountain of all good altions ( thats, 
"> the heart, ) is mingled partly with fin, partly 
of with grace; therefore every aCtion partic 
FOB. pates of ſome fin, which ſias aze Cage | 
FF > 


- 
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{ bopeto be ſaved by duties. 
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God's heart, even when a man is praying and Man's perditi- 

begging for his life; therefore there is no —_ of him- 
- Secondly, ſuppoſe thou couldit perform 

them without fin, yet thou couldſt not hold The glory of 
out in doing, 1/aiah, 40.6. All fleſh andthe imperfe& ati- 

glory thereof is but graſs. Sothy belt ations ons is but as 
would ſoon wither, if they were not perfect : 86 

and if thou canſt not perſevere in pertorming 

all durzes perfeftly, thou art for ever undone, 


| though thou ſhouldſt do ſo for atime. Live 


like an Angel, ſhinelike a Sun,and at thy laſt 


gaſp have but an idle thought, comit the leaſt 


lin, that one rock will fink thee down even in 

the Haven,though never ſo richly laden; one 

ſin, like a pen-knife at the heart, wil) ſtab 

thee; one fin, like a little fire ſtick in the 

thatch, will burn thee; one act of zreaſon will 

hang thee, though thou haſt lived never ſo. 
devoutly before, Ezeck., 18. 24. for it's a Gal-3-19- 
crooked life, when all the parts of the line of 


thy life be not ſtraight before Almighty God. 


Thirdly, ſuppoſe thou ſhouldit perſevere, 


yet irs clear thou haſt ſinned grievouſly alrea- -_ 3. 


dy; and doſt thou think thine obedzence for Our good adti- 
the time to come can ſatisfie the Lord for all 905 will mm _ 
thoſe rents behind, for all thoſe ſins paſt ? _— nadber 
as, can a man that pays his rent —_ OY 

very year, fatisfie hereby for the old rent not 

paid in twenty years? All thy obeazence 1s a 

new debt, which cannot fſatisfie for debts 

paſt. Indeed mer may forgive wrongs and 

debts, becauſe they be but finite; but the 


_ leaſt ſin is an infinite evil, and therefore God 


MN ---: muſt 
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Man's perditi® myſt be ſatisfied for ir. Men may remit debty/ 4 
Tr. of hum- and yet remain men; but the Lord ni p 

x ſaid, The ſoul that finneth ſhall die, ang his Wk 
God cannot re- truth being himſelf, he cannot remain God, if 
main God, and he forgive it without ſat:sfa#5on. Therefore Þj 


forgive ſin 25 Are bur rotten crutches for a ſoul to ' 
without fatis- anti r a foul toreſ h 


1G upon. 

DOI, "Bur to what end ſhovid we uſe any duties? ; 
To what end cannot a man be ſaved by his good prayers, fi 
are our duties? nor ſorrows, NOT repentings / What ſhould we fl 
pray any more then ? let us caſt off alla. FJ} 
ties, if all are to no purpoſe to fave us: a I 
goud play for nothing as work for nothing, || 
Anſw. Though thy good duties cannot fave thee, I} 
Good duties Yet thy bad works will damn thee. Thouart If 
not to be caſt therefore »ot to caſt off the duties, w_ It 

6 og "on 7c/ting in thele duties : thou art notto 
mm? Them away, buttocaſt them down at the feet |! 
| of Jeſus Chriſt, as. they did their Crowns, |f 
Rev.4.10,11. {aying, If there be any good or |r 
graces 1n thele dares, it's thine, Lord © for | 
tis the Prince's favour that exalts a man, not | | 
_ own gifts; they came from hzs good plea | i 
ure. | ( 
_ But thou wilt ſay, T6 what end ſhould! | | 
Object. perform duties,if I cannot be ſaved by them? || 
Epi - .For —_ three _ 4 : | | c | 
I. 1O Carry thee to the Lora Feſus Une 
6g Aqags only Saviour, Heb, 7.25. he only is able || 
three ends. ſave( not duties ) all that come unto God( that | « 
r. Tobringus is, intheuſeof means )) by him. Hear a Ser- | | 
toChriſt. mon, tocarry theeto Jeſus Chriſt . Faſtand | | 
pray, and get a full tide of affe#5ons in them, |. 


co carry thee to the Lord Feſus Chriſt, thats 
""W 


/ 
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toget more?!/oveof him; more acquaintance Man's Petditt- | 
{jich'bim, more uniott with him - fo ſorrow 99.55 of him- 
{oe ttiy fins, that thou mayſt bemorefitred 
Jr Chriſt, rhar thou mayft prizeChriſt the 
tore + ute thy duties as Noah's Dove did her 
wirigs, to carry thee tothe Ark of the Lord, 

Jeſus Chriſt, where only there is reſt. If 

the had never uſed her wings, ſhe had fallen 

nato the waters: ſo if chou ſhalt uſe no dn- 

tizs, but caſt rhem all off, rhou are ſure to 

fxriſh. Or as It 1s with a poor man that is to 

75 over a great water for a treaſure on the 

her fide, though he cannot ferch the Boar, 

te calls for it ; and though there be no trea-. 

ſurein the Boat, yet he uferh the boat to carry TR 
| itn over rothe treaſure - fo Chriſt is in Hea: Serge +l 
ren, and thou on earth, he doth not come to by wide. 
tiee,and-rhou canſt not go to him ; now call come ro Jeſus 
for a boat - thouzh there is no grace,no good, Chriſt. 

no fatvation, ina pithleſs duty, yet uſe it to 

carry thee over tothe Treaſure, the Lord Jc- 

ſu Chriſt. When tho! comeſt to Lear, lay, 

Have over, Lord, by this Sermon ; when thou 

com?ſt to pray, fay, Have over, Lord, by this 

prayer to a $2v4our. | But this is the miſery of 

people, like fooliſh lovers, when they are ro 

woe for the Lady, they fall in love with her _ 
Hand=maid thar 1s only to lead chem to her - 

lo men fall in love with, and dote npon their 

own duties, and reſt contented with the na- : 

ked performance of them, which are only 2. 
Hand maids to lead the foul unto the Lord Good duries 
MMGcnmE oo ne _——— 

| Secondly, uſe duties = IR Gad's ous w Chriſt; 
| 4 | &Ver= 
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on 1s of him- 
ſelf. 
WO 


It is his own, and ſo todefend him agaiuſtal 


$ 
Good duties 


WL honour God, 
of 6 MR US belbg uſed, 


Nay's perditl- everlaſting love to you when you be in Chr; 
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for the graces andduties of Gods people, | 
though they be not cauſes, yet they be tokenl 
and pledges of ſalvation to one 1n Chriſt; 
they do not ſave a man, but accompany an{ 
follow ſuch a man as ſhall be ſaved, Heb. 6.9, 
Let a man boaſt of his joys, feelings, pify, 
ſpirit, grace, if he walks in the cone 
of any one fin, or the omiſſion of any one 
known duty, or in the ſlovently iI-favoured 
performance of duties, this man, I ſay, a 
have no aſſurance without flattering himſelf, 
2 Pet.1.8,9,10. Duties therefore being ev- 
dences and pledces of ſalvation, uſe them to 
that end, and make much of them therefore, 
As a man that hath a fair evidence for his 
Lordſhip, becauſe he did not purchaſe his 
Lordſup, will he therefore caſt it away? no, 
no; becauſe itis an evidence to aſſure himthat 


{uch as ſeek to take it from him, he will care 
tully preſerve the ſame : So becauſe datiesd 
not ſave thee, wilt thou caſt away good duties? 
No, for they are evidences ( if thou arti 
Chriſt) that the Lordand mercy is thine own. 
Women will not caſt away their Love-token, 
although they are ſuch things as did not pur- 
chaſe or merit the love of their Husbands, 
but becauſe they are tokens of his love, there- 
fore they will keep them ſafe. 

That God, the Father of our Lord Jej 
Chrift, ray be honoured by the performance 
of theſe duties, therefore uſe them. Chrilt ſhed 
his blood that he might purchaſe anto "_ 

c 


Y * 
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Gif if 4 people zealous of good works, Tit. 2. 14. Man's perditi- 
" Vt to fave our ſouls by them, but to honour 01s of him- 
rin Þ'®- Oh, let not the blood of Chriſt beſhed (af, | 
: Wi3-yain. - Grace and good duties area Chriſti- SIT 
;? W's Crown ; it is fin only makes a man bale. 
+6.g Now ſhall a King caſt away his Crown, be- 

Rk aſe he bought not his Kingdom by it? No, - 
*Þxcauſe It is his 077ament and gloryto wear it 
J Ol Brhen he is made a King. Sol ſay unto thee, 
Outed it is better that Chriſt ſhould be honoured 
? «ic f{0an thy Soul ſaved - and therefore perform 
! Idaties, becauſe they honour the Lord Jeſus 
"* IChriſt. Thus ſe thy duties, but reft nor in 
Fay daties ; nay, go out of duties, and match thy 
he ſoul to the Lord Jeſus; take him for better 
Ind for worſe; ſolive in him and upon him 
aj al thy days. | 
the | Fourthly, by reaſon of man's head-ſtron Jy. 
* © mi pmck or falſe faith, whereby men The fourth ge- 
kek to ſave themſelves by catching hold on neral' Reaſon 
of Chriſt, when they ſee an inſufficiency i all of mans ruine. 
"4" [duties to help them, and themſelves unworthy 
oi of mercy : for this is the laſt and moſt dan- 
xn, | £crous rock that theſe times are ſplit upon. 

' | Men make a bridg of their own to carry them 
"" [to Chriſt : I mean, they look not after faith - 

, wrought by an omnipotent power, which the 

" f eternal Spirit of the Lord Jeſus mult work 1n Eph, 1. 19. 
© [ them; but they content themſelves with a * 
7# faith of their own forg;no and- framing : and 
# | hence they think verily and believe, that 
4 Chriſt is their ſweet $4avioxr, and ſo doubtnot 
, but they are ſafe, when there 1s no ſuch mat- 
if þ Er; buteyen as dogs they ſnatch away chil> - 
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Man's perditi- 
on is of him- 
ſelf. 


Men believe 
no ſalvarion 
bur by Chriſt, 
and 1o think 
they hold 
Chriſt\n the 
- hand of faith. 


Eafjer con - 
verting a man 
1 In4;a than 
in England. 


The Sincer e ( onvert . 


drens bread, and ſhall be ſhut out of de 
( out of Heaven hereafter for ever ) for thei 
labour. \M 

All men are of this opinion, That there;, 
0 ſalvation but by the merits of Jeſus Chniſp, 
and becauſe they hold faſt this opinion, there. 
fore they think they hold fall Feſus Chrit in 
the hand of faith, and ſo periſh by catching 
at their own catch,and hanging on their 9 
fancy and ſhadow. Some others catch hal 
of Chriſt before they come to feel the wart 
of faith and ability to believe, and catching. 
hold on him, ( like duſt on a man's coat, 
whom God will ſhake oft, or like burs.and 
briars cleaving to ones garment, whickthe 
Lord will trample under toot ) nowlay they, 
they thank God they have got comfort bythi 
means,and though God killeth them,yet they 
will truſt unto him, Micah 3.11. 

It 1s 1n this reſpecta barder matter to cot- 
vert a wan in Ereland than in the Indies; (or 
there they have no ſuch ſhifts and forts againſt 
our Sermons, as to ſay they believein Chi 
already, as moſt amongſt us do; we caundt 
rap off mens fingers from catching holden 
Chriſt before they are fit for bim; like a com- 
pany of Thieves in the ſtreet, you ſhall ſe 
an hundred hands ſcrambling for a Jewel tht 
is fallenthere, that havelecaſt, nay, nothing 
to do with it. Every man faith almoſt, / 
hope Chriſt is mine, I put my whole truſt ard 
confidence in him and will not be beatet. 
from this - What, muſt a man deſpair!m 
not a man truſt unto Chriſt? Thus mw 


— 
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Jp pill ope and truſt, though they have no Man's Perditi” 


ground,no graces to prove they may lay hold 29.15 of him- 
and claim unto Chriſt. This hope ſcared out on 

of its wits damns thouſands : for 1 am per- WES 
ſmaded, if men did ſee themſelves Chriſ#eſs 

creatures as well as ſinful creatures, they 


would cry out, Lord what ſhall I do to be ſa- 


ed? | . 
ang \ | recious - 
This faith 1s a precions faith, 2 Pet. 1. 2. 9 "Mt 


Precious things colt much, and we ſet them at high rate. 
a high rate - if thy faith beſo, it hath coſt 


{ thee many a prayer, many a ſob, many a ſalt While God is 


tear. But ask moſt men how they came by ſilent, we may 
their faith in Chriſt, they ſay, Very eaſily. _—_— _ 
When the Lion ſleeps, a man may lie and when heap- 
ſeep by it ; but when it awakens, wo tothat pears in his 
man that doth.ſo: ſo while God is blent and wrath, it will 
patient, thou mayſt befool thy ſelf with Þ< oherwile. 
thinking thou doſt truſt unto God; but wo to 
thee when the Lord appears in his wrath, as 
one day be will; for, by virtue of this falſe 
faith, men ſing take Chriſt for a diſh-clout, 
to wipe them clean again, and that 1s all the 
uſe they have of this faith. They fin indeed _ 
but they truſt unro Chriſt for his mercy, and 
ſo lie ſtill in their fins. God will revenge 
with blood and fire,and plagues,this horrible 
contempt from Hcaven. 

Hence many of you truſt to Chriſt, asthe 
Apricock_tree, that leans againſt the wall, but 
it's faſt rooted in theearth : ſo you lean upon 


| Chriſt for ſalvation, but you are roored in the 


world, rooted in your pride, rooted 10 your 
filthineſs ſtill. Wo to you if you periſh 1n 
| N 4 this 
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on is of him- 
ſelf. 


Two, things 
obſeryable. 


% 


Man's perditi- this eſtate, God willhew you down as qo 
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for his wrath, what-ever mad hope you have 
to be faved by Chriſt. This thereforel pro. f 
claim from the God of Heavei. 3 

1+ You that never felt your ſelves asun- 
able to believe as a dead man to raiſe himſelf 

you have as yet no faith at all. 20 

' 2. You that would get faith, firſt muſt 
feel your inability to believe - and fetch not ©] _ 
this ſlip out of thine own Garden; it muſt 
come down from Heaven to thy ſoul, if eyer 
thou partakeſt thereof. | 

Other things I ſhould baveſpoken on this 
large ſubject, but I am forced here to end 
abruptly. The Lord lay not this ſin to their | 
charge who have ffopt my mouth, labouring ta 

with-hold the truth 'in unrighteouſneſs. And 
bleſſed be the good God, who hath ſtoodby. 
his unworthy ſervant thus long, enabling him 

tolead you fo far, as to ſhew you the rocks / 
and dangers of your paſſage to another 

World. ; -" LOR 


